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Summary
TN 7 7 P T e

Buckinghamshire 40.9 15.1 15 19.2 1 114 13.5 26.8
Cambridgeshire 28 38.5 9 194 20 28.5 0 9.2 4 4.1 20.2 NOC
Cornwall 47 373 5 110 13 198 1 91 21 228 154
Derbyshire 45 474 14 324 4 9.5 1 8.0 0 27 189 [
Devon 39 421 7 156 9 184 2 115 3 124 232 [N
Doncaster 11 308 40 401 O 25 0 30 a 138 320 BN
County Durham 24 269 53 333 17 122 1 38 31 238 67 NOC
Gloucestershire 28 439 5 166 16 236 4 6.0 0 29 155 [EMN
Hertfordshire 46 439 7 215 23 262 1 129 1 o7 180 [N
Isles of Scilly 16 100

Kent 63 491 7 197 5 118 4 137 2 sa 264 [N
Lancashire 48 436 32 353 2 8.7 2 6.4 0 s9 147 [N
Leicestershire 42 509 4 211 9 182 0O 84 0 14 147 BN
Lincolnshire 54 555 4 176 3 5.2 0 95 9 193 244 [JEM
North Northants 60 424 14 275 0 113 0 126 4 62 6o BN
Northumberland 34 453 21 305 3 8.4 2 5.3 7 105 o [N
Nottinghamshire 37 424 15 293 1 5.8 0 se 13 167 181 [N
Oxfordshire 21 360 16 218 21 256 3 126 2 41 158 NOC
Shropshire 43 436 9 170 14 238 4 9.8 4 s6 128 [JEEN)
Staffordshire 57 567 4 264 0 28 0 6.6 1 67 240 [JEN
Warwickshire 42 487 6 213 5 153 3 127 1 20 8+ BN
West Northants 66 411 20 254 5 182 2 8.5 0 68 6o JEM
Wiltshire 61 469 3 81 27 279 o 8o 7 88 143 2N
Worcestershire 45 487 3 189 4 109 3 81 2 102 197 JEN

Note: majorities are those won in 2021, not as of this year
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Buckinghamshire [E[5 [ KA ER

The only county council in which the Conservatives
kept a majority after their disastrous 1993 elections,
Buckinghamshire, epitomises the even bigger mess
that party is facing in 2025.

The Tories go into these elections seemingly
impregnable: they won a majority of 79 seatsin 2021.

But the 2024 general election exposed significant Tory
vulnerabilities. Labour gained three constituencies in
the county: Aylesbury, Buckingham & Bletchley (shared
with Milton Keynes) and Wycombe, while the Lib Dems
held their by-election gain of Chesham and Amersham.
That left the Tories with Mid Buckinghamshire and
Beaconsfield: just two out of five-and-a-half
constituencies.

That the Conservatives sustained this damage at the
general election was as much to do with the debut of
Reform UK as it was a positive surge towards the
opposition parties.

Labour barely scraped 30% in Aylesbury for example:
Reform took 6,746 votes and Labour's majority was
just 630. Reform took between 4,700 and 7,500 votes
in each of the six constituencies: nowhere near enough
to challenge for the seats but more than enough to hurt
the Conservatives in a low-turnout general election.
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notional result | boundary and council size changes | one vacancy
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It would normally be that the Tories, having been
routed in 2024, and with Labour now facing the slings
and arrows of outrageous power, would be staging a
comeback at the first big electoral test since.

After all, that is what happened in 1997. On the same
day the Conservatives were getting smashed in an even
larger general election defeat by Tony Blair's Labour,
they regained control of several county councils. And
they did even better in the 1998 local elections.

That is a beguiling but likely false comparison this time.

The Conservative recovery in the 1997 county council
elections was benchmarked against their dreadful 1993
result, not the 1992 general election. The seats the
Tories are defending this year last elected in 2021:
among the best Tory results ever. So whereas the party
could hardly do other than to recover in 1997, they can
hardly do other than to lose ground in 2025. That
would be true even if they'd begun to recover from last
year's general election. But they're polling lower. A few
low turnout by-elections aside, there is little evidence
yet that the electorate is starting to forgive the
Conservative record in government,

Following boundary change the ludicrous 2021 council
size of 147 seats (larger than Birmingham council) has
been trimmed to a still too large 97.

Of these fifty fewer seats, and taking into account by-
election losses, the Conservatives are likely to have
gone into these elections notionally holding 67, the Lib
Dems 13, Independents 11, with 5 Labour and 1 Green.
That's still a two-to-one advantage, but before a single
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vote has been cast the Conservative majority has been
culled from 79 seats to 37. And that was before the
arrival on the scene of Reform UK.

Buckinghamshire isn't one of the better counties for
Reform. Being a home county (therefore with more
London-based, EU-reliant workers more culturally
similar to the heavily-pro EU capital) there was a
stronger Remain vote in the 2016 EU referendum than
more provincial counties (Bucks was almost a perfect
mirror of the overall result, Remain winning 51%-49%).
Here are lots of commuter dormitories for affluent,
university-educated, progressives for whom Reform
simply isn't a choice they will ever opt for. Chesham is
on the London underground network: a relatively easy
commute.

Reform UK vote in Buckinghamshire constituencies
at 2024 general election

But Reform will be very strong in specific parts of the
county - especially those parts further away from
London; more provincial, filled with voters less likely to
hold very well-paid jobs, more self-employed, more
retirees and far less prone to liberal sentiments on tax,
diversity and other metropolitan concerns.
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Someone appalled by the damage and cost of HS2
(which has harmed this county especially), and still
blaming the Tories for it all, may well protest against it
by voting Lib Dem in Chalfont or Chesham (even
though the Lib Dems are pro-HS2 everywhere they
aren't against it) but by voting Reform in Great
Missenden or Princes Risborough.

In the 2013 council elections, UKIP polled strongly in
Aylesbury, winning seats in the town's East and North
West wards, plus adjoining Stoke Mandeville, in Great
Missenden, and the antecedent to Haddenham and
Stone. They also polled over 30% in Aston Clinton, two
further Aylesbury town wards, both Chalfonts,
Burnham Beeches, Grendon Underwood, Hazlemere,
what is now Newton Longville, and Ridgeway East.

Some of that UKIP strength was due to the collapse of
Lib Dem support in 2013, when they were part of the
coalition government with the Conservatives and lost
their USP as an non-ideological party of protest. It is
unlikely that Reform will emulate UKIP's success in the
Chesham and Amersham corner now that the Lib Dems
are back as the main anti-Conservative force there.
But Reform, being far more popular today, and over a
wider range of issues than just Europe than UKIP were
in 2013, should be even stronger in those parts of
Bucks where the Lib Dem challenge is fading.

The Conservatives' problems in Bucks are that they
face a different opponent in different parts of the
county, but also that Reform - if it has the same
characteristics as UKIP - will poll fairly evenly across
the board, with most of that vote coming from the
Conservative pile. So the Reform challenge will sap the
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Tories everywhere, bringing them within range of
defeat in divisions they might otherwise expect to hold,
while only being strong enough to win in a handful.

Divisions in which UKIP polled in excess of 30% in 2013 council
elections

Division %vote

Aylesbury North West 44.8

The Missendens 40.7
Burnham 38.5
Ridgeway East 38.2

Aston Clinton and Weston Turville 36.4

Grendon Underwood and the Claydons 33.1
Chalfont St Peter 32.0

Aylesbury West 31.7

Farnhams and Stoke Poges 30.6

It is not just the Conservatives under threat. The Lib
Dems usually win most of the council seats in
Aylesbury. But now Labour has become the main non-
Conservative choice there, and with that historic UKIP
strength, at least some of their seats must be at risk.

Thirteen of the fifteen Buckinghamshire Lib Dem
councillors elected last time sit for Aylesbury. If the
general election result represents a decisive shift in



local politics there could be a mass switch away from
them here. Alternatively, the pavement politics
approach the party epitomises might enable them to
hold on with very low winning percentages, depending
on the impact Reform has on the town.

Five of these Aylesbury Lib Dem councillors resigned
their party whip in January 2025, possibly recognising
the Labour threat to their tenure and perhaps believing
they stood a better chance withstanding a pending
Labour surge free of party affiliation. It's not clear that
will work because there was not a huge Lib Dem
collapse to Labour in Aylesbury constituency at the
general election: their vote was down just one
percentage point. So it doesn't seem that there is much
of a waning of support for the centre party: rather
there was just a great desire to kick the Conservatives
out and a Labour vote was judged the most effective
way to do that here.

A Green won a seat in the Bernwood division last time.
Woas his win related at all to the fact the winning
councillor's name was Greg Smith: the same as the Tory
MP for the area? The Lib Dems took a second
Bernwood seat off the Conservatives in a 2022 by-
election. That division has now been split between
single-member Long Crendon and two-councillor
Haddenham & Stone.

In Wycombe (and to a lesser extent Aylesbury) where
there is a sizeable, concentrated Muslim population,
independents are a threat to Labour depending on how
many stand and how strong antipathy over Labour's
stance on Gaza (and perhaps wider issues) continues to
be in that community.
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The Independent divisions in the Wycombe area which
Labour have a shot at are Marsh & Micklefield (2
member) and Totteridge & Bowerdean (also 2). Both
these are in the east of High Wycombe and Labour has
won them in the past so can't be ruled out.

West Wycombe was a 3-councillor ward and split 2
independent to 1 Conservative last time, but it's been
reduced to a single councillor ward (much of it being
moved to the new Sands ward - also single member).
Labour would exceed their general election
performance if they won in either - though Sands may
just be within their grasp.

Labour won only four council seats in 2021 - and all bar
one (Buckingham West) were in High Wycombe.

The Wycombe wards have been fairly comprehensively
mashed up and as the three Labour councillors all serve
divisions that split representation last time it's not clear
which they'd have won on the new boundaries.

However, given they now hold the parliamentary seat,
Labour will hope to win both Downley and the re-
created Disraeli division in the north of the town, plus
single-member Booker & Cressex and 2-member
Castlefield & Oakridge, in the south.

There is also 2-member Abbey immediately to the east,
which Labour hasn't won since 1981 but where they
were only about ten percentage points behind in 2021.

Labour may find it harder in that fourth seat it won last
time: up in Buckingham. The two old Buckingham
wards: east and west, have been amalgamated. When



this happens it's often good news for a predominantly
urban party like Labour as it means lots of outlying
rural areas have been sloughed off leaving a more
winnable core.

Some of that has definitely occurred: whereas the two
outgoing Buckingham wards had a combined electorate
of 16,000, the new unified one has just 5,000. The
problem Labour has is that they were more than thirty
points adrift in Buckingham East, and only the personal
vote of bandana-wearing Labour councillor Robin
Stuchbury won them that seat in West: he was almost a
thousand ahead of his running mates. But he is seeking
re-election and must have a decent chance of winning.

To complicate things further, the Lib Dems gained a
seat in Buckingham East in a November 2023 by-
election, so anything could happen here - even a
Conservative hold.

Most of the Labour vote in Buckingham and Bletchley
constituency comes from the Milton Keynes side and
Buckingham is the only division the party can win, but
with no elections in MK this year Labour will be able to
focus all their effort on this one division.

There may not be a single division the Conservatives
can be completely sure about; maybe not a single
division any party can be completely sure about given
how hard anyone other than the Tories has found
winning representation in Bucks historically.

On the other hand the Electoral Calculus MRP
(illustrated above) has the Conservatives retaining
Buckinghamshire with a comfortable majority - mainly
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Indicative map of Electoral Calculus MRP, March 2025

because it forecasts only two Reform breakthroughs:
one in Wycombe's Booker & Cressex (which would
actually be a gain from Labour) and the other in
Flackwell Heath & The Wooburns, currently held by
Independent councillors. If the Conservatives can, in
reality, survive no losses to Reform then the MRP will
be correct. But that would be remarkable.
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Changes 2021-2025

0
-

2021 council election 113 4 15 15
2022 - defection: Andrea Baughan, Ryemead and Mickleford, Ind to Lab 112 5 16 14
2022 - defection: Steve Guy, Totteridge and Bowerdean, Ind to Lab 112 6 16 13
2022 - by-election: Bernwood, LD gain 112 4 16 15
2023 - by-election: Buckingham East, LD gain 111 6 17 13
2024 - defection: Jonathan Walters, Penn Wood & Old Amersham, Con to LD 110 6 18 13
2024 - defection: Diana Blamires, Wing: Con to Ind 109 6 18 14
2025 - defection: Paul Irwin, Stone & Waddesdon, Con to Ind 108 6 18 15
2025 - defection: Mark Turner, Chiltern Villages - Con to Ind 107 6 18 16
2025 - defection: Anders Christensen, Aylesbury North West, LD to Ind 107 6 17 17
2025 - defection: Mary Baldwin, Aylesbury South West, LD to Ind 107 6 16 18
2025 - defection: Sarah James, Aylesbury West, LD to Ind 107 6 15 19
2025 - defection: Steven Lambert, Aylesbury West, LD to Ind 107 6 14 20
2025 - defection: Adam Poland Goodyer, Aylesbury West LD to Ind 107 6 13 21
2025 - defection: Paul Irwin, Stone & Waddesdon Con to Ref 106 6 13 22
2025 - unfilled vacancy, death of Jonathan Rush, Chalfont St Peter 105 6 13 22
Current 105 6 13 22
Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 11



Key seats

Conservative targets ‘ Liberal Democrat targets
» Bierton, Kingsbrook Amersham and Chesham Bois
and Wing (Ind defector) " Buckingham
» Buckingham (1 Lab, 1LD) Chalfont St Giles and Little Chalfont
» Chiltern Villages (Ind defector) Chalfont St Peter
» Haddenham and Stone (LD defector) Chesham North
» lver(1Ind) Chesham South
» LongCrendon (Grn) Long Crendon
»  West Wycombe (Ind) Terriers and Amersham Hill
Labour targets {‘“} Reform UK targets .
>  Abbey (Con) " P Aston Clinton and Weston Turville '
» Aylesbury North (LD) > Aylesbury East
» Aylesbury North West (LD) > Aylesbury North West
» Aylesbury South East (LD) > Aylesbury South West
>  Aylesbury West (LD) > Booker and Cressex
» Berryfields, Buckingham Park > Burnham
and Watermead (1 Con, 1LD) b Flackwell Heath and the Wooburns
> Buckingham (1 Con, 1LD) > Grendon Underwood and the Claydons
b Castlefield and Oakridge > Hazlemere
> Downley > Newton Longville
> Marsh and Micklefield (Ind) > Ridgeway East
> Sands (Ind) »  The Missendens
> Terriers and Amersham Hill > W.endover, Halton and Stoke Mandeville
» Totteridge and Bowerdean (Ind) > Winslow

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 12
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Cambridgeshire 23| 20| 10| 8

Cambridgeshire is unique in being a county starkly R
divided into two halves with very different,

conflicting political identities.

The south, around Cambridge, epitomises the 6 @ @
ivory towers outlook you'd expect of one of the
two pre-eminent university cities: liberal (and @ @ @

Liberal), progressive, strongly pro-EU, generally very
affluent and growing rapidly.

o

The north, around Peterborough, is the

diametric opposite. The division of

Ramsey elected Britain's first UKIP

county councillors: it became their

safest enclave (69% UKIP in 2013). @ @
Fenland district - the north east of the county

around Wisbech and Whittlesey, produced a
71% vote for Leave in the EU referendum.

0083

Overall, north Cambridgeshire (the three councils of
Fenland, Huntingdonshire and Peterborough) voted
144,985 to 94,960 (60/40) to leave the EU, while the
south (Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire) voted
98,810t0 52,178 (65/35) to remain.

0OHe09006

East Cambridgeshire, which has parts (like Ely) that
vote like the south of the county and parts (like
Soham) that vote like the north, split almost 50/50.

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 14



This just about made Cambridgeshire a Remain-voting
county but a very polarised one.

EU referendum choice tends to also reflect wider sets
of political values which is why 2016 remains of
psephological relevance nearly a decade after that
seismic vote. Remain voters tend to be younger, more
affluent, university educated and with a more liberal,
permissive, internationalist outlook. Leave voters tend
to the opposite view.

In the 2021 county council elections, the
Conservatives repeated (in some cases exceeded)
their 2019 general election progress in Leave-voting
areas, especially traditionally Labour-supporting ones
like Derbyshire, Durham, Nottinghamshire and
Northumberland. But in Remain-voting areas the
Conservatives performed very poorly: counties like
Oxfordshire, Surrey and the south of Cambridgeshire.

In fact their losses to the Lib Dems in the south of this
county cost the Conservatives overall control of
Cambridgeshire in 2021 and because the divisions
exposed by the referendum have, if anything,
deepened since there is no realistic prospect of them
regaining power this time around. They would need to
make substantial gains from the Lib Dems whilst
warding off the serious Reform threat in the north of
the county.

The Conservatives have hardly fared well over the
2021-25 term, losing seven divisions: one to the Lib
Dems in a by-election, one to the Lib Dems through
defection, one to Labour through defection and four to
defection to independent. Those losses mean the
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Tories are no longer even the largest party on the
county council: the Lib Dems now hold two seats more
(they also gained a by-election seat off the St Neots
Independents).

And yet these twenty one Conservative county
councillors may turn out to be a bumper crop after
May 1st because they are about to smash headlong
into the electoral threat from Reform UK.

Reform will probably pose the biggest challenge in
what has been the very strongest Conservative corner
of the county: Fenland, which includes Wisbech and
Whittlesey.

Indicative map of March '25 Electoral Calculus local election MRP

15



| Marcl North and |
| Waldersey

e

1.God h andt ingd

2. Histon and Impington

3, Huntingdon North and Hartford
4. Huntingdon West

5. St lves North and Wyton

6. 5t lves South and Needingworth
7. St Neots Priory Park and Little Paxton
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The divisions the Conservatives retained in 2021
aligned closely with the Leave-voting areas in the EU
referendum and, while the EU is not a salient issue
anymore, the wider gamut of issues that Leave voters
tend to identify with now suggest a Reform voter as
much as a Conservative one.

In 2013, UKIP won thirteen seats in Cambridgeshire,
all of them north of a line stretching from St Neots in

the west to Ely in the east.

Constituency vote %vote

Reform UK vote in Cambridgeshire at 2024 general election

Reform should be able to win these former UKIP
divisions (though the Electoral Calculus MRP shows
them getting nowhere in Huntingdonshire which is a
little odd given that it contains Ramsey & Bury). They
will encroach further in the north-east of the county:
the more rural wards in Fenland and East
Cambridgeshire, Soham and maybe even St Neots and
Godmanchester.

There are strong, organised independents in St Neots
and Godmanchester is a rapidly growing commuter
town increasingly resembling the south of the county
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politically. Almost all of these places currently have
Conservative county councillors.

It is plausible that the party could end up behind
Reform in terms of seats after this election: in excess
of fourteen losses would likely result in this outcome.

There are some divisions the Conservatives lost to the
Lib Dems quite narrowly in 2021: Hardwick, between
Cambridge and Ely, by just five votes for example. Bar
Hill, Duxford, Ely North, Gamlingay and Linton were
also close last time.

Divisions in which UKIP polled in excess of 30% in the 2013
council elections

Division %vote
Ramsey and Bury 66.7
Sawtry and Stilton 49.1
Warboys and the Stukeleys 47.0
Roman Bank and Peckover 41.2
Wisbech East 40.3
Yaxley and Farcet 39.3
Wisbech West 38.2
St Ives North and Wyton 37.0
Huntingdon North and Hartford 36.3
Littleport 35.8
Chatteris 34.8
March South and Rural 33.1
The Hemmingfords and Fenstanton 33.1
Soham North and Isleham 31.1
March North and Waldersey 30.9



But those results were absent Reform and prior to the
2024 general election which installed Lib Dem MPs in
Ely & East Cambs, St Neots & Mid Cambs and South
Cambs. The Tories were roundly thrashed by the Lib
Dems (according to notional results from Britain
Elects) in the principal district ward within the county
divisions in the general election, except in Bar Hill and
Hardwick.

Reform is unlikely be a threat in any of these southern
divisions but more of the votes they gain will come
from last time's Conservative pile, pulling that party
away from the winning line. The Tories are not going
to offset these losses and then some by taking Lib Dem
votes: they aren't recovered from their general
election drubbing relative to the Lib Dems.

Thirty-one seats are required to win a majority on the
county council and the Lib Dems, with 22 seats since
gaining two in by-elections, will be looking hard at
whether they can reach that number. But it's
incredibly hard because they already hold almost
everything in the areas they are strong.

While Reform aren't a direct threat to the Lib Dems in
their held divisions, they will act as a block to the
centre party advancing in areas they do not represent.
Reform may even be favourites in one of the Lib Dem
by-election gains: Yaxley & Farcet, just south of
Peterborough, as well as in the East Cambridgeshire
divisions of Sutton and maybe Ely North, and in
Godmanchester & Huntingdon South. St Neots The
Eatons - their other by-election gain - will be tough to
hold as well, though as they now hold the
parliamentary seat it may be easier.

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

We have yet to mention Labour and that is principally
because they are a minor player on the county council:
politically landlocked within the City of Cambridge.
This despite the party snatching, for the first time, the
North West Cambridgeshire parliamentary seat at the
2024 general election.

But Labour's votes there overwhelmingly came from
Peterborough (this constituency is basically Peter-
borough West) which, being a unitary authority, does
not elect to the county council. Beyond the two
principal Huntingdon divisions - and it's challenging
for them even to win there given their low national
poll shares now - there are no credible Labour targets.

In fact, Labour may well struggle to hold its divisions in
Cambridge. The Greens, for example, have staged
something of a resurgence in Abbey ward on the city
council, defeating Labour there last year 52% to 29%.
They once won the county division of the same name
(but not, quite, the same boundaries) and should be
favourites there this time.

The Greens may also be a threat in the Lib Dem-held
Newnham division, an area (again on different
boundaries) they also represent on the city council. A
chunk of the city version of Newnham is in the county
division of Castle in which Labour is also vulnerable.
They won by just over 200 in 2021 over the Lib Demes.

The third Labour vulnerability is the central Market
division which they won for the first time in 2021 off
the Lib Dems. They haven't quite been able to lock-
down the city council Market ward and the Lib Dems
were only ninety votes short there last time.
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Then there is Chesterton in the north east of the city,
which Labour won by 134 votes in 2021, only the
second time they have held this suburban division.
Just as any Conservative seepage to Reform may cost
the Tories seats, any Labour seepage to Green (or
other "progressive" candidates) will oust them here.
There are also by-elections in both East Chesterton
and West Chesterton city council wards on 1 May:
both Labour resignations.

While the Conservatives have long been
uncompetitive in Cambridge they pulled off a shock
by-election win in 2023 in King's Hedges: the
northern suburbs of the city. This was in no small part
a rebellion against the county and city councils' push
for a 15-minute city scheme: the idea that places can
be divided into segments where most services and
facilities can be accessed within a 15 minute walk of

Council changes 2021-2025

home, supposedly negating the need for any local
resident to drive anywhere. The authorities then levy
punitive charges for drivers who travel beyond and
between these zones - essentially juiced-up Low
Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs).

After losing that by-election the city council swiftly
dumped this idea but the county council is at least
equally as responsible for traffic management as the
city. The Tories could not repeat that by-election win
in last year's elections though they still boosted their
vote share by over sixteen percentage points and also
did well in Coleridge (the inner suburbs to the south).

Coleridge does not exist as a county division: it's split
all over the place, so it's improbable that the Tory
strength here, such as it is, will transfer.

2021 council election 28 9 20 4
2023 - by-election: St Neots The Eatons, LD gain from Ind 28 9 21 3
2023 - defection: Josh Schumann, Burwell - Con to Ind 27 9 21 4
2023 - defection: Steve Dew, The Hemingfords & Fenstanton - Con to LD 26 9 22 4
2024 - defection: Ryan Fuller, St Ives North & Wyton - Con to Ind 25 9 22 5
2024 - defection: Jonas King, Huntingdon North & Hartford - Con to Ind 24 9 22 6
2024 - by-election: Yaxley and Farcet, LD gain from Con 23 9 23 6
2024 - defection: Keith Prentice, St Neots Priory Park - Con to Lab 22 10 23 6
2025 - defection: Kevin Reynolds, St Ives South & Needingworth - Con to Ind 21 10 23 7
2025 - defection: Mark Howell, Camborne - Con to Ind 20 10 23 8
Current 20 10 23 8

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections
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Key seats

Liberal Democrat targets Reform UK targets .
Cambourne » Alconbury and Kimbolton "
Castle » Brampton and Buckden
Chesterton » Chatteris
Market » Godmanchester and Huntingdon South
Papworth and Swavesey » Littleport
St Neots East and Gransden » March North and Waldersey
Sawston and Shelford » March South and Rural

» Ramsey and Bury

Conservative targets » Roman Bank and Peckover

. » St lves North and Wyton
> Bar Hill » St lves South :fmd Needingworth
» Sawtry and Stilton
» Burwell (from Ind defector)
. » Soham North and Isleham
» Hardwick

» Soham South and Haddenham

» Somersham and Earith

» The Hemmingfords and Fenstanton
» Warboys and The Stukeleys

» Whittlesey North

» Whittlesey South

» Wisbech East

» Wisbech West

» Yaxley and Farcet

» Huntingdon North and Hartford (from Ind defector)
» King's Hedges

» St Ives North and Wyton (from Ind defector)

» St Ives South and Needingworth (from Ind defector)
» St Neots Eynesbury

» St Neots Priory Park (from Lab defector)

» St Neots The Eatons

» The Hemingfords & Fenstanton (from LD defector)
» Yaxley and Farcet (from by-election loss)

Green targets
Labour targets .
» Abbey
» Huntingdon North and Hartford ' » Castle
» Huntingdon West » Newnham
» Newnham

» Trumpington

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 20



A personal message from your
local Conservatives - Ross Martin Ross MARTI N

Dear Tiaighlrour

A strong local voice,
fighting for our community.
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- LIVES IN AND FIGHTS FOR HARTFORD

Contact your Conservative Candidate
for Warboys and Stukeleys Division

ClirRessMartinasutiosk.com - Warboys and Stukeleys Division

ROSS MARTIN

*Vote Conservative

DDAVID WORICKER CAN WIN HERE

ED DAVEY MP

Leader of the Liberal Democrats

Liberal
Democrats

Dear d

Don't risk turning back the clock in Cambridgeshire this M

OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS DAVID TO
WIN AND WE CAN WIN HERE

When the Conservative Party were in charge at County Hall, t}
Cambridgeshire for granted. They hiked taxes - when peoplej
cut services, mismanaged the finances and allowed roads tg

Nationally, the Conservative Party is tearing itself apart - afi
last year. They are in ne fit state to fight for communities |
So many people who have backed the Conservatives i

The Liberal Democrats are different. We're determined toj
AI_EX B UI_AT matter. In Parliament, we've been calling for more invests
care and for action to stop sewage dumping in local rives

for Stives South and ! B & e
Needingworth The Lib Dems locally have been leading campaigns to it
B real investment in repairing Cambridgeshire's roads.

Taking back control  Every vote counts
of our buses Are you registered?
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Using your postal vote for the Liberal Democrats ti
get real action on the issues that matter in Cambr]

This election is a chance to make sure Cambridgeshi
back to the chaos and mismanagement we saw fro

With best wishes,
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Cornwall a1f2afasl s [sfa]1

In 2021 the Conservatives won their first ever @

majority on Cornwall council. In 2024 they lost all six
Cornwall parliamentary constituencies: four to

Labour, two to the Lib Dems. @ @

The Conservatives have since lost their council
majority following two by-election defeats and three
defections to independent.

This does not suggest much hope for the Tories as @
as they try to regain a majority. But there are @ @ @
additional factors in Cornwall that make

forecasting the council elections even more @ @ @ @
complicated than elsewhere in England. @ @ @ @
First, there is the entrance into the

arena of Reform UK. @ @ @ @ @
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Despite Cornwall being a strongly Leave-voting county,
beyond the relatively deprived, relatively elderly twin
towns of Camborne and Redruth the party didn't poll
especially well here in 2013: just 5% (though in part
that low share was because they didn't contest a third
of the divisions).

In the 2024 general election, Reform polled between
twelve and twenty percent in each Cornish
constituency. That vote was more than enough to oust
the Conservatives in all six but not close to challenging
for the seats.

%vote

Constituency vote

This was an underperformance by Reform. Cornwall
voted to leave the EU by 57% to 43% and UKIP won six
divisions in 2013: three in the Camborne-Redruth
conurbation, one in Newquay, Perranaworthal just
beyond Falmouth, plus Lynher, a few miles north east of
Liskeard. These were won on fairly low vote shares but
there were others UKIP lost with larger vote shares.

Yet even today with polls showing Reform surging,
Electoral  Calculus extrapolations show no
breakthrough in the west of the county, though a surge
in parts of St Austell and Newquay and in the town of
Saltash on the Tamar.
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Divisions in which UKIP polled in excess of 30% in
2013 council elections

Division %vote
Porthleven, Breage and Germoe

Long Rock, Marazion and St Erth

Ludgvan, Madron, Gulval and Heamoor

Lynher

Lanivet, Blisland and Bodmin St Lawrence 34.7
Redruth Central, Carharrack and St Day 34.6
St Stephen-in-Brannel

Liskeard South and Dobwalls

Camborne Trelowarren

Newquay Port and Tretherras

St Cleer and Menheniot

wlw|wlw|w wlw|w]|s
o Il I D o NA
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It's possible, of course, that Reform isn't (or hasn't so
far been) quite as popular in Cornwall as UKIP. It could
be that the diminution in importance of the EU has
sapped motivation to back Reform as UKIP's heir. Or it
could even be that Cornwall, a singular county, is simply
ploughing a different path to most other Leave-voting
areas. But more likely it's that forecasting elections is
harder in a county with complex voting patterns. These
include especially strong independents but also the
Cornish nationalist party Mebyon Kernow.

Nonetheless it is a little odd that Reform is polling much
more strongly nationally than UKIP ever did and yet
seems to be having somewhat less impact in Cornwall.
It seems especially strange that there is no sign of
Reform strength in the less affluent parts of the county
like Redruth with their older and relatively socially
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conservative profile. But let's see what real votes in
real ballot boxes produce.

Cornwall has an extra dynamic: that of Labour rising at
the expense of the Liberal Democrats - just over a
century after the same thing happened in most of the
rest of the country.

Cornwall has historically been Labour's weakest county
(and by quite some margin their worst). Only in
Wiltshire (where the party had similar difficulties
finding candidates) did Labour poll lower in the 2021
local elections; and until 2017 the party often lost its
deposit in general elections: 3.9% in North Cornwall,
4.6% in Truro and 4.9% in South East Cornwall in 1983,
for example.

Changes 2021-2025

In part that was down to very effective squeezing of the
Labour vote by the Liberals - but only part. Until last
year Labour had never won any Cornish constituencies
other than the former Falmouth and Camborne. Now
they have four: Camborne & Redruth; Truro &
Falmouth (in which they suddenly became competitive
in the Jeremy Corbyn "almost" year of 2017) and, more
surprisingly, St Austell & Newquay and South East
Cornwall.

There are no Labour councillors in St Austell and
Newquay and just two (Rame Peninsula and Calstock)
in South East. This will need to change if the general
election results are to be interpreted as anything other
than a one-off freak result to oust the Conservatives
from government.

2021 council election 47 5 13 22
2021 - defection: Peter la Broy, Bude, LD to Ind 47 5 12 23
2023 - by-election: Long Rock, Marazion & St Erth, LD gain 46 5 13 23
2023 - defection: Steve Arthur, Perranporth - Conto Ind 45 5 13 24
2024 - defection: Adrian Harvey, St Newlyn East - Con to Ind 44 5 13 25
2024 - defection: John Conway, Launceston South - Con to Ind 43 5 13 26
2025 - defection: Mike McLening, St Stephen-in-Brannell, Con to Ind 42 5 13 27
2025 - defection: Kevin Towill, Newquay Porth & Tretherras, Con to Ref 41 5 13 28
Current 41 5 13 28
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The size of big unitary councils like Cornwall is a factor
in the elections: wherever there are close to a hundred
seats up for election it can be a real challenge for
parties weak across the county to field full slates of
candidates. In 2021, for example, Labour fielded 57
candidate for 83 seats - and that while the party was
still benefiting from the huge surge in membership
under Jeremy Corbyn. In 2013 they barely contested
50% - though the council back then had 123 members.

Only a tiny proportion of people who join political
parties become activists, and while it is easy enough for
a big party to find six parliamentary candidates who can
be drawn from the whole of Great Britain it is much
harder to find a full slate of council candidates across
91 miles for 87 seats - people who ideally live in or near
the division they are seeking election for.

There was a tempting prize for Labour to try hard this
time though: one that hasn't existed before. Totting up
the notional general election results in each council
division, Labour appears to have "won" 46: a majority.

It is highly, highly improbable that this will be the actual
outcome of the council election on 1st May - or
anything like. But it is tempting, and shows the sort of
surprising results that can occur in five-, six- or even
seven-way elections.

Of those 46 divisions in which Labour appears to have
led at the general election they are estimated to have
won with 40% or less in 27. In three they polled less
than 30% but still had the lead.
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This shows both how Labour can pull off wins, but also
that their electoral position remains quite weak: that
they cannot afford any erosion in the support they won
last year. And, whilst Labour can gain seats here on
very low percentage shares, so too can everyone else.

We're also getting way ahead of political reality. If
Labour could only field candidates for 69% of the seats
here when their membership was near its peak, they
weren't likely to field a full slate after years of
membership decline, even after their triumphant
general election. And they did not: 63 Labour
candidates are contesting 87 seats: 72%.

In some ways that's okay because, last year's general
election aside, Labour support in Cornwall is heavily
focussed in specific wards: in Redruth and Camborne
and Falmouth and Calstock and maybe Penzance from
time to time. They aren't really likely to expand their
electoral base, at least in council elections, beyond
these places, especially as they have lost a chunk of
support since the general election.

If they target the (principally urban) wards they can
win, then not contesting the wards they can't isn't great
but it should still result in a much larger councillor
group than the five they currently have. These are two
in Falmouth, and one apiece in Redruth, Calstock and
the Rame Peninsula - the area surrounding Torpoint.

Labour should be able to win more seats in the
Redruth-Camborne conurbation: perhaps Camborne
Roskear & Tuckingmill, perhaps Camborne West &
Treswithian; maybe Four Lanes, Beacon & Troon and
maybe Redruth South.
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These are all divisions Reform will be after too so it
depends just how big this new entrant's vote is. Labour
will want it just large enough to pull the Conservative
or independent vote down sufficient to win on a low
percentage share.

But UKIP was strong enough to win seats here in 2013
and Reform is polling far more strongly than UKIP ever
did, so there's at least as much chance that the Reform
vote will surge past Labour and everyone else in this
cluster on the coast.

Labour is on somewhat surer footing in Falmouth:
the principal font of votes in its gain of the Truro
and Falmouth constituency. It already holds the
port's Arwenack and Penwerris divisions (the
latter being that rarest of things: a safe Labour
seat in Cornwall ) and they should easily
capture the other two: Boslowick and
Trescobeas & Budock.

Indicative map of March 2025
Electoral Calculus local election MRP

Labour also has a decent chance of winning seats for
the first time in the cathedral city of Truro, though
they're weaker here than in Falmouth. The
Conservatives won the city's Moresk & Trehaverne
division with less than 30% last time; and Lib Dem-held
Boscawen & Redannick isn't all that much more
secure. Loic Rich, the leader of the independent group
on the council, won the third Truro division, Tregolls,
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with almost three quarters of the vote, so that one
looks beyond Labour's grasp.

It is far less clear where Labour might advance in the
two other constituencies it gained last year: St Austell
and Newquay and South East Cornwall. The party won
no council seats in the former and has just Calstock and
Rame Peninsula & St Germans in the latter.

A large part of how they'll fare this time round depends
on what happens to Lib Dem and independent votes.
Labour might be able to win Torpoint and maybe two
of the Saltash divisions (Essa and Tamar), but they'd
need a huge collapse in Lib Dem support to surge from
last place to first in each. And, again, Reform look more
likely to challenge in these divisions right now.

Labour finished similarly poorly in Newquay in 2021;
they didn't even contest the town's Central & Pentire
division; and it's the same story in St Austell, though
they have an outside chance in St Blazey, next door to
the larger town; and in Liskeard Central.

Elsewhere in the county, in the two constituencies the
Lib Dems gained last year, Labour only has a history in
Penzance, but were a long way off in both of that
town's divisions last time. Many Labour supporters
here are used to voting tactically Lib Dem to keep the
Tories out.

The Lib Dems will want to regain some of the huge
amount of ground they lost in 2021 (when they
dropped two thirds of their council seats). Their
problem is that their principal opponents in the
parliamentary constituencies they hold at either end of
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the county: North Cornwall and St Ives, tend to be as
often independents as Conservatives. Independents
are harder to oust.

In this sense, the Lib Dem battleground is somewhat
different to Labour's, in that the divisions in which
Labour led at the general election, and which they may
or may not be competitive this year, are against all
comers.

The Lib Dems' best shots will be against Conservative
incumbents - and specifically only in those two
constituencies they hold - which seriously cramps their
style. For example, the Electoral Calculus MRP shows
the Lib Dems winning every division in St lves. Yet they
currently they hold just two (one of which is
represented by the St lves MP Andrew George). Most
of the rest are held by independents - not
Conservatives. That will make it much harder to turn
them yellow despite the Lib Dems winning St lves last
year by nearly 14,000 votes.

Cornwall has a long history of electing independent
councillors. Before the unitary council was created, all
of the county's five districts were controlled by
independents and, even though their vote is in long-
term decline they polled over 30% across Cornwall last
time and won only sixteen seats fewer than the
Conservatives.

Cornwall's divisions are relatively small: around 5,000
electors, and all are single member, meaning hard-
working, high-profile councillors can build up big
personal votes. In the cases of independents, seats
often only switch hands if or when the incumbent
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stands down (though that's not always the case, and
when wards get redrawn, as happened last time, they
can end up with large numbers of new constituents who
they don't know).

The Liberal tradition in counties like Cornwall is very
different to that of, say, Bath or Richmond or
Harrogate. Here, people who vote Lib Dem may well
have a political outlook far closer to that of Nigel
Farage than Ed Davey yet still vote for the centre party.

They stay loyal to the Lib Dems for the same reason
voters in former mining communities stayed loyal to
Labour until 2019: because of their non-conformist
roots and the history of liberalism in the Celtic fringe.

The other side of that Liberal loyalty is an embedded
anti-Conservatism among a significant section of
Cornish society, dating back to the time when the tin
and gold mine owners were strong backers of the
Tories, while the miners backed the Liberals. Labour's
more industrial, trade union movement roots never
proved especially attractive, even though there is not
all that different between a coal miner and a tin miner.

As for the Conservatives, their best hope probably lies
in the electoral system saving them a handful of seats
on low percentages. There are three independents who
defected from the Conservatives: in Launceston, St
Newlyn and Perranporth, and they might have a shot
at regaining their seats.

The Conservatives also lost one seat to the Lib Dems:
Long Rock, Marazion & St Erth (which includes St
Michael's Mount, across the bay from Penzance). This
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will be harder for them to regain given how big the Lib
Dem wave was in this constituency.

The Conservatives are highly unlikely to regain their
council majority but they might still be able to govern
depending on how many Reform UK and independent
councillors are returned.

It is equally hard to see another party winning a
majority here: the Lib Dems simply aren't strong across
enough of the entire county anymore and, as we've
looked at in some detail, Labour is highly unlikely to be
able to contest enough divisions, let alone to win them.

But, given their sudden parliamentary dominance in
Cornwall, Labour should be pushing to become at least
the second party on the council - even if that in itself is
difficult enough given the miniscule group it starts with.

If they fail in that quest it will not mean their ability to
retain some, if not all, their parliamentary seats at the
next general election is doomed but it will hardly make
their new MPs feel secure. Labour is fishing for the
same target seats as Reform: a factor that may knock
both parties out of contention and lead to some
unexpected holds for incumbents.

Reform has more glittering prizes elsewhere and will
not necessarily feel hard done by if Cornwall doesn't
deliver a huge haul of wins. But if they can establish
themselves here, along with big gains in counties like
Durham and Nottinghamshire, Kent and Staffordshire,
it will be able to proclaim itself as a truly national party
- something UKIP never could and the Brexit Party
wasn't around long enough to.
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Key seats

Liberal Democrat targets

Bude (from Ind defector)

Helston South and Meneage

Lanivet, Blisland and Bodmin St Leonards
Launceston South

Porthleven, Breage and Germoe

St Ives East, Lelant and Carbis Bay
Stratton, Kilkhampton & Morwenstow
Threemilestone and Chacewater (Ind)
Wadebridge East and St Minver

Labour targets

» Camborne Trelowarren (Ind)

» Camborne Roskear & Tuckingmill

» Camborne West and Treswithian

» Falmouth Boslowick

» Falmouth Trescobeas and Budock (LD)
» Four Lanes, Beacon and Troon

» Liskeard Central

» Newquay Central and Pentire

» Newquay Trenance

» Pool and Tehidy

» Redruth Central, Carharrack & St Day
» Redruth South

» Truro Boscawen and Redannick (LD)
» Truro Moresk and Trehaverne
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Conservative targets g’“}

» Launceston South (Ind)
» Long Rock, Marazion & St Erth (LD by-election loss)
» Newquay Porth & Tretherras (Ref defector)

» Perranporth (from Ind defector)

» St Newlyn East, Cubert & Goonhavern (Ind defector)

Reform UK targets

» Altarnun and Stoke Climsland (LD)

» Callington and St Dominic (Meb Ker)
» Camborne Roskear and Tuckingmill
» Camborne Trelowarren (Ind)

» Camborne West and Treswithian

» Four Lanes, Beacon and Troon
» Looe East and Deviock (Ind)

» Penwithick and Boscoppa

» Pool and Tehidy
>
>
>

»

Redruth Central, Carharrack & St Day
Redruth South
Roche and Bugle
» St Austell Central and Gover
» St Austell Poltair and Mount Charles
» St Cleer and Menheniot
» St Columb Minor and Colan (Ind)
» St Dennis and St Enoder (Meb Ker)
» St Mewan and Grampound (Meb Ker)
» St Stephen-in-Brannel
» Saltash Essa (LD)
» Saltash Tamar
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Derbyshire

The first of the so-called "red wall" counties may not
offer the Conservatives any more salvation from a
poor electoral showing than will the more
traditionally Conservative counties to the south.

Before last year's general election, the Tories held all
bar Chesterfield of the nine constituencies within the
Derbyshire county council area. Today they hold none.
Long gone the heady days of 2019 for the
Conservatives, when they ousted Dennis Skinner in
Bolsover, won the former mining constituency of
North East Derbyshire by nearly 13,000, and key
marginal Amber Valley by almost 17,000.

Two years later, in the 2021 county council elections,
the Conservatives turned a narrow majority of eight
seats into one of twenty-six as Labour lost ten, mostly
in those three once solid constituencies. No Labour
county councillors were returned from the
constituencies of Amber Valley, Derbyshire Dales,
Erewash, Mid Derbyshire and South Derbyshire. Just
one was elected in North East Derbyshire.

Vast swings turned divisions away from Labour that
had never before voted Conservative: 17% in Clay
Cross North, 19% in Barlborough and Clowne, 14% in
Sutton. These were the best Conservative results
since the county council was created in 1973.
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But even on this excellent local election night, the
results were not uniformly good for the Tories. They
lost two seats to Labour in High Peak: one in 2-
member Glossop & Charlesworth and one in Whaley
Bridge (possibly due to Ruth George, the MP for that
constituency until 2019, with her high name
recognition and potential personal vote, being their
candidate). Labour took a third High Peak division:
New Mills, off the Lib Dems.

The Tories suffered some big adverse swings in
Derbyshire Dales, and in the traditional marginals of
Erewash and South Derbyshire things were much
more competitive. But in no way could Labour take
consolation from a result in a county they ran, with
huge majorities, unbroken from 1981 to 2009, and
from 2013 to 2017.

Just as all the parliamentary constituencies in
Derbyshire are insecure, at least in the very poorest
year for any given party, nor are there many
absolutely bulletproof county council divisions. This
means that large numbers of seats can change hands
at once, and this is likely what will happen this year.

There have been boundary changes since the last
county council elections. These aren't especially
radical but, because Chesterfield loses a division
(which was Labour) and South Derbyshire gains one
(which would have been Conservative in 2021) the
notional Tory majority is two seats larger than it
actually was. That modest improvement is unlikely to
be enough to save the Conservatives from what is
heading their way.
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The Conservatives have also lost two seats to Labour
in by-elections (Long Eaton - now Long Eaton South,
in Erewash) and Swadlincote South in South
Derbyshire. They've also lost three to defections: one
in High Peak's Chapel & Hope Valley, and two
divisions in Amber Valley - though all three occurred
after the councillors were suspended from the Tories
for misbehaviour.

The Amber Valley two originally switched to Reform,
giving the party its first ever county councillors (as
well as some town council representation in Ripley),
but they fell out with Nigel Farage and they switched
toindependent in January 2025.

Constituency vote %vote

Amber Valley will continue to be the epicentre of the
political action in Derbyshire this year. In 2013, UKIP
failed to win any seats in Derbyshire but Reform is
likely to do a lot better, and their top targets are going
to be in this central Derbyshire district with so many
marginals.



Reform should be front-runners in every Amber Valley
division except rural Alport and Duffield down the
edge of the Dales, and South Belper and Holbrook,
which will be a Conservative-Green battleground.

But the Reform wave isn't confined to Amber Valley: it
extends almost the entire length of the eastern side of
Derbyshire running through the former coal seam
communities of Bolsover, Chesterfield, Clay Cross,
South Normanton, and then down through the iron ore
communities of llkeston and Long Eaton, and through
to Swadlincote and Linton in the south.

Divisions in which UKIP polled in excess of 30% in
2013 council elections

Division %vote

llkeston South and Kirk Hallam 33.1
Aston 32.5

Dronfield Woodhouse 31.0

Reform could well win all six divisions in Bolsover;
three from the Tories, three from Labour. North East
Derbyshire, which wraps around Chesterfield, is split
between a Conservative north around Dronfield and a
Reform south around Clay Cross.

If the Electoral Calculus MRP is correct, and in North
East Derbyshire it feels like it could be, four Reform
county councillors would be elected to three
Conservatives. The Tories could hold Shirland &
Wingerworth South (in which Reform are favoured)
while Reform could well edge Killamarsh, south of
Sheffield (where EC has the Tories ahead).
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Indicative map of March '25 Electoral Calculus local election MRP

Then there is Chesterfield, nowadays Labour's most
reliable Derbyshire constituency other than Derby
South. Here the Lib Dems have been Labour's main
opponent since the 1984 by-election when Tony Benn
returned to the Commons. But Reform look set to take
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two of their three Chesterfield divisions, with Labour
winning the third. Reform may also pick up a Labour
division here in Staveley.

Further south in Erewash: the district founded on
Ilkeston, Reform are forecast to win eight of the nine
divisions, with the Tories taking the more rural
Breadsall & West Hallam: essentially commuter
satellite villages just north of Derby. Labour's Long
Eaton by-election victory in 2022 may be short-lived.

The same fate seems likely to befall Labour's by-
election victor in South Derbyshire's Swadlincote
South. This division, plus the other two in that town
and three outlying seats: Linton, Melbourne and the
new Repton & Stenson are heading towards Reform.
Three South Derbyshire divisions are forecast to stay
Conservative.

This is where Reform's potential probably peters out.
The more traditionally Conservative western side of
the county: the peak district and the Dales, is not as
promising territory for Reform, though they may fancy
their chances in and around Matlock.

But just because Reform is unlikely to rack up many
wins on this side of the county does not mean it is
going to be bereft of interest.

High Peak in particular contains several competitive
races. In Whaley Bridge division, Ruth George - who
was regarded as one of the more left-wing of Labour's
2017 intake of MPs - left the party in March 2025
after some comments deemed anti-Semitic and
announced her intention to run as an independent. She
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gained her county council election seat, defeating
former Conservative minister Edwina Currie, with a
comfortably majority of over 700 but if she splits the
Labour vote the Tories could conceivably regain
Whaley Bridge.

High Peak, sandwiched between Manchester to the
west and Sheffield to the east, is a popular commuter
hub for affluent professionals who want a countryside
lifestyle within easy commute of these big
metropolitan hubs. They have increasingly skewed the
constituency leftward.

Despite UKIP not being a significant factor in
Derbyshire, the county went strongly for Leave in
2016: 60% to 40%. But High Peak almost bucked that
trend voting in line with the UK overall: 51-49 Leave.

Since then it has continued to trend to the left. In Boris
Johnson's 2019 near-landslide, the Tories only added
half a percentage point to their vote share in the
constituency, regaining it by just 590 votes. Then
there were those three against-the-grain Labour gains
in the 2021 county council elections. And last year Jon
Pearce won it back (its fifth change of MP since 2005)
by almost 8,000 - the largest Labour majority ever.

So Conservative gains here are going to be
challenging. But not impossible. The two-councillor
Glossop and Charlesworth division has this time been
split into two: Glossop North and Glossop South.

Glossop is the primary driver of High Peak's slow
shunt leftwards being the largest of the constituency's
towns and the nearest to the metropolises across the
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boundaries. But Glossop North contains a lot of rural
Peak District territory (mostly in St John's ward -
always Conservative until Labour gained it in 2023 in a
two-way fight, 55-45), while Glossop South contains
the best Conservative ward in the town: Dinting.
Neither can be regarded as securely Labour now they
are in government, markedly less popular than at the
general election and struggling to mobilise their core
vote, but North is probably their weaker division.

Labour may also not be helped by Jon Pearce's call for
High Peak to be split from Derbyshire in any future
local government reorganisation and bunged in with
Greater Manchester's Tameside district (just
coincidentally a fairly safe Labour fief, at least before
Reform showed up there).

Council changes 2021-2025

The local newspaper vox-popped residents in Buxton
who, to say the least, weren't keen - albeit an
unscientific measure. Challenging voters' sense of
identity is a very risky business, especially weeks
before an election.

So, in addition to having a decent shop at both Glossop
North and South and Whaley Bridge, the Tories might
be able to hold onto the two Buxton divisions they
barely edged four years ago.

Meanwhile they face a Green challenge in the huge
rural Chapel and Hope Valley division, where their
councillor Nigel Gourlay is now an independent after
voting against care home cuts.

2021 council election 45 14 4 1
2022 - defection: Philip Rose, Alfreton and Somercotes - Con to Ref 44 14 4 2
2022 - by-election: Long Eaton - Lab gain 43 15 4 2
2023 - by-election: Swadlincote South - Lab gain 42 16 4 2
2023 - defection: Alex Stevenson, Greater Heanor - Con to Ref 41 16 4 3
2024 - defection: Nigel Gourlay, Chapel and Hope Valley - Con to Ind 40 16 4 4
2025 - defection: Philip Rose, Alfreton and Somercotes - Ref to Ind 40 16 4 4
2025 - defection: Alex Stevenson, Greater Heanor - Ref to Ind 40 16 4 4
2025 - defection: Ruth George, Whalley Bridge - Lab to Ind 40 15 4 5
Current 40 15 4 5
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Gourlay has been allowed to defend his seat as a
Conservative despite still being listed as independent
on the council website. While the Greens hold the
Hope Valley district ward quite narrowly, they are
nowhere in the town of Chapel or the other rural
district ward: Limestone Peak, and so the
Conservatives should start as favourites there.

Finally there is Derbyshire Dales, forecast by Electoral
Calculus to provide the bulk of the Conservative
county councillors returned this year. The largest of
Derbyshire's constituencies was one of Labour's
narrowest wins: John Whitby edging it by just 350
votes while Reform won twenty-two times that
number of votes. This is not usual Labour territory:
they did not come close here in 1997 and there are no
large towns from which the party can found a base.

Labour must have won Matlock at the general
election by a mile to have pulled off the result they did,
but on the county council it is the most secure
(possibly only, after 1 May) Lib Dem division - they
won with 58% in 2021 (and that was over the
Conservatives - Labour got just 16%). Labour also has
a presence in Wirksworth, south of Matlock, whichis a
long-term marginal that the Conservatives gained last
time by 167 votes.

The Greens achieved a big advance in Dovedale &
Ashbourne North last time - a vast division stretching
down the western county boundary with
Staffordshire, but they were still twenty percentage
points short last time, and that was with all the other
parties giving them a clear run at the Tories. But the
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other progressive parties aren't standing aside this
year so even if Reform takes a chunk out of the
Conservative share the Greens will struggle to win. In
any event, now Labour holds the parliamentary seat
they really don't have the luxury of gifting other
parties wins by failing to stand everywhere.

And then there is Derwent Valley, a sprawling ward
that includes Darley Dale, a narrowly Lib Dem ward at
district level, but where UKIP polled a decent 25% in
2013. Depending on how well Reform poll in these
more liberal, more affluent climes, Derwent Valley
could be a toss up this time.

The March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP forecast 34
Reform councillors, 17 Conservatives, 12 Labour and
one Lib Dem; whereas extrapolating general election
notional results from the principal wards comprising
the county divisions, Labour would have won 53 and
the Tories 11 - no others. Those two theoretical
exercises compare to the real votes in real ballot boxes
back in 2021: 45 Conservatives, 14 Labour, 4 Lib
Dems, 1 Green.

This range shows both how volatile Derbyshire is in
electoral terms but also how the parties' fortunes have
fluctuated over this concluding term of office.
Derbyshire could be a spectacular Reform gain or
they could fall short - possibly well short if the polls
surpass their organisational capacity. But the least
likely outcome is Labour regaining the council which,
after their big win last year, will be a massive setback
for the party in government.
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Key seats

Conservative targets

» Glossop North (Lab)

» Glossop South (Lab)

» South Belper and Holbrook (Grn)
» Whaley Bridge (Ind elected as Lab)

Labour targets

» Buxton North and East

» Buxton South and West

» Glossop South

» Hardwick

» llkeston Central

» llkeston North

» llkeston South and Kirk Hallam

» Linacre and Loundsley Green (LD)
» Matlock (LD)

» North Belper

» North Wingfield, Pilsley and Morton

» Staveley North and Whittington (LD)

» Sutton

» Swadlincote East
» Swadlincote West
» Wirksworth

Liberal Democrat targets

V V9V VvV VvV VvV VvV VvV VvV VYV VvV VvVVYVYyYVYy

New Mills and Hayfield (Lab)

Green targets

» Chapel and Hope Valley (Ind elected as Cor .

» Dovedale and Ashbourne North
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Reform UK targets

>

»
>
»
>
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Alfreton and Somercotes (Ind)
Barlborough and Clowne
Bolsover (Lab)

Breadsall and West Hallam
Clay Cross and Tupton (Lab)

Codnor, Aldercar, Langley Mill and Loscoe (Ind)

Elmton-with-Creswell and Whitwell
Hardwick

Horsley

llkeston Central

Ilkeston North

llkeston South and Kirk Hallam
Killamarsh

Linacre and Loundsley Green (LD)
Linton

Long Eaton North

Long Eaton South (Lab)

Melbourne and Woodyville

Ripley East

Sandiacre

Sawley

Shirland and Wingerworth South
South Normanton and Pinxton
Staveley (Lab)

Staveley North and Whittington (LD)
Sutton

Swadlincote East

Swadlincote South (Lab)
Swadlincote West

Walton, Brampton and Boythorpe (LD)
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Remarkably, given the fate of the party everywhere
else, the Conservatives go into the county council
elections in Devon with a majority increased from
that they won in 2021.

This is not because of by-election success but from two
defections: one Exeter's former Labour county
councillor, Keith Hannaford. Hannaford represents
possibly the safest Labour division in
Exeter and had zero prospect of
successfully defending it, but he's
shifted to stand in the city's

Duryard and Pennsylvania

@ division - currently
Tory-held but

@ @ achallenge
toretain

against Labour

given their dramatically weakened
position since 2021. Labour holds both

of the city council wards that the Duryard
and Pennsylvania division covers.
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The Conservatives managed to hang on to four of the
eight-and-a-half (there's a cross-county constituency
with Somerset) Devon constituencies at last year's
general election which amounts to relative success for
them in that awful election. To some degree they did so
because Reform did not do especially well here,
exceeding 20% of the vote nowhere. In other words,
the Conservatives managed to hang onto seats like
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Central Devon (majority 61) because Reform "only"
polled 14.6% (7,784) there. But they still suffered major
setbacks: losing all the seats they'd managed to claw
back from the Lib Dems election by election: North
Devon, Newton Abbot and Torbay (though, being a
unitary, Torbay doesn't elect to Devon county council).

2024 Reform votes in Devon constituencies

Torridgeand Tavistock 9,152 180
‘SouthWestDevon(pt) 9361 17.9
‘NewtonAbbot 8494 177
TivertonandMinehead (pt) 7787 164
‘NorthDevon 8137 158

In addition they managed to lose South Devon - the
renamed Totnes; Honiton & Sidmouth (which went Lib
Dem in the 2022 by-election following the admission
by the former Conservative MP Neil Parish that he'd
been watching porn in the House of Commons
chamber); and Tiverton & Minehead, a new
constituency. The predecessor constituencies to these
three were held by the Conservatives in the last Labour
landslides of 1997 and 2001. So things weren't as
dreadful as they might have been for the Tories but nor
were they all that great either.
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Nonetheless, the fact that they continue to represent
half of Devon at parliamentary level, have pockets of
strength in the areas they lost last year, and that
Reform isn't as strong in the west of England as in the
east means that their chances of retaining a majority on
this county council are decent. That's not a given, even
defending a two-to-one majority of 20, and should they
succeed it'll be by a much tighter margin than last time.
But it's doable.

With Labour not an electoral threat in Devon beyond
their landlocked Exeter wards (even after their
dramatic improvements in Central Devon and South
West Devon) the Conservatives' survival will be
determined by how many divisions the Lib Dems can
gain on the Tories' left, and how many Reform can gain
on their right.

Just because Devon is not Reform's most promising
county does not mean they are without prospects here.
Devon voted Leave 53-47 but within that overall figure
Torridge district vote 63-37 Leave and North Devon
57-43. Only Exeter and South Hams (the district
including bohemian Totnes) cast majorities for Remain.

In the 2013 county council elections UKIP polled above
30% in nine divisions and won four: two in Bideford,
one in Exmouth and one in Kingsteignton. They polled
especially strongly, without winning, in two other
Torridge divisions: Holsworthy Rural and Northam, and
might also have won Sidmouth had there been a more
divided field.
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Divisions in which UKIP polled in excess of 30% in the
2013 county council elections in Devon

Division %vote
Holsworthy Rural 38.1
Northam 37.1
Sidmouth 36.9
Kingsteignton and Teign Estuary 36.6
Exmouth and Budleigh Salterton 33.3
Okehampton Rural 32.2
Bideford West and Hartland 31.1
Bideford East 30.6
Dawlish 30.4

Clearly Torridge, and then West Devon (keep an eye on
the only semi-urban division here: Tavistock) will again
offer the best prospects for Reform, thereafter
followed by some of the coastal towns towards the east
of the county: Exmouth, Sidmouth and possibly
Dawlish.

The Conservatives hold five of the eight divisions in
North Devon and they may retain most of them despite
losing the constituency by nearly 8,000 last year
because the Lib Dem vote is heavily stacked up in
Barnstaple. The most vulnerable Tory division here is
probably llifracombe but the principal challenge locally
comes from the Greens - and they were more than 600
votes adrift.

Combe Martin elected Liberal Democrat councillors
most years until 2009 but in 2021 the Tories won with
63.5% and this doesn't look under threat on paper. That
said, last year's general election saw plenty of
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Conservative MPs in seats they had won with similar
large vote shares crash to defeat as Reform took huge
chunks out of them.

Indicative map of March 2025 Electoral Calculus local election MRP

The Lib Dems may do better at the southern end of the
county where there are a few more marginal divisions.
They hold neither of the Newton Abbot divisions, for
example, having lost both in 2021 - North to the Tories
and South to an independent. If they can't win these
back with some ease they aren't going to be challenging
the Conservative majority on the county council.

Adjoining Newton Abbot is one of the most marginal
Conservative-held divisions, Ashburton & Buckfast-
leigh which they won with a majority of just 297.
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But the Lib Dems have won this division only once: back
in 1997 so they may again need Reform's help in
sucking away Tory votes to get over the line.

Across the river Teign from Newton Abbot is
Kingsteignton which, like Combe Martin, the
Conservatives have a firm grip on but which was one of
those UKIP gains back in 2013. The incumbent, Ron
Peart, is standing again.

The Lib Dems gained Dawlish last time by just over a
hundred votes and this was another of the divisions in
which UKIP polled strongly in 2013. Depending on how
strongly Reform can compete, the Lib Dems will either
benefit from their presence or lose to them but the
least likely outcome here is a Conservative regain.

South Devon will prove somewhat harder for the Lib
Dems to advance in as they already hold two of the five
divisions, aren't going to gain Totnes off the Greens
and Dartmouth and Salcombe have no history of
electing Liberal county councillors.

East Devon is potentially highly competitive because, in
addition to the four largest parties all having strength
here there has been a strong organised independent
presence that has threatened but never quite broken
through: the East Devon Independent Alliance (EDIA).
They have now imploded but six independents are
standing and they hold one of the divisions: Otter
Valley.

Electoral Calculus has independents gaining Sidmouth
(impressive as there aren't any independent candidates
standing here!) and neighbouring Seaton too. But
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these were seats EDIA came close in last time: 2021
cannot be taken as a basis for what might happen this
time around.

Given the Lib Dems have won a high profile
parliamentary by-election and then defended their win
in this corner of the county since the 2021 elections,
they should be a threat to the Tories. Electoral Calculus
has them winning Axminster in a general election
based on current polling but Feniton & Honiton should
be their easiest pickup - even though Labour were
runners-up herein 2021.

There are a couple of two-councillor divisions in East
Devon: Sidmouth and Broadclyst. Of these, Sidmouth
returned two Conservatives last time but one seat in
Broadclyst was gained by a Green, who's defending his
seat. Broadclyst wraps around the eastern side of
Exeter but Electoral Calculus has this division being
gained by Reform. This again seems unlikely (though
not as unlikely as their forecast for Sidmouth!) The
Greens only fielded one candidate here last time and
are going with two this year.

Labour is very much limited to whatever it can win in
Exeter. Electoral Calculus, looking at what Labour
might win, or might have won in a general election, has
the party prevailing in two or three Central Devon
divisions - notably Crediton, but this is Lib Dem-held on
the county council and it's unlikely to change.

The only seats on the county council as it's currently
drawn beyond Exeter Labour has ever won are in
Newton Abbot and the Lib Dems have supplanted them
there too. But there are two divisions in Exeter that the
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Conservatives won last time and which are far from
secure. | mentioned at the start of this preview
Duryard & Pennsylvania - the northern suburbs of the
city, where Labour to Conservative defector Keith
Hannaford is standing. The Conservatives were only
169 votes ahead of Labour here in 2021.

At the other end of the city - in fact not all that much
part of the city, is Wearside & Topsham which looks
much safer for the Conservatives: they won by 838
(17.4%) last time. But since then Labour has won the
Topsham city council ward three times - though
whether this was just a reaction to an increasingly
unpopular Conservative government or because this
bucolic village is becoming more Labour as Londoners
flee the capital for a more sedate lifestyle in a
progressive corner of the world will be tested in a by-
election on 1st May.

A little oddly the city ward the Tories do still manage to
win in Exeter: St Loyes, is mostly within a Labour-held

Changes 2021-2025

county division: Wonford & St Loyes. The
Conservatives nearly snatched this one in 2021: they
fell just twenty votes short and it'll be their top target.

But across Exeter the Conservatives are a much
diminished force - on the decline since they lost Exeter
in the 1997 Blair landslide and with no realistic chance
of a way back. This progressive city with its large
student population is showing signs of waning Labour
support but it is Greens and independents that are
benefiting.

The Greens hold the central wards of St David's and
Newtown & St Leonard's and are serious challengers in
the county division of St David's & Haven Banks. They
were 176 short of Labour last time and should be
favourites this time around. If there's a big swing
against Labour they may be able to snatch
neighbouring St Sidwell's & St James though Labour's
grip on this one is much tighter: they were over a
thousand votes ahead last time.

2021 council election 39 7 9 5
2023 - defection: Paul Henderson, Chulmleigh & Landkey - Con to Ind 38 7 9 6
2024 - defection: Rob Hannaford, Exwick & St Thomas - Lab to Ind 38 6 9 7
2024 - defection: Janet Bradford, Newton Abbot South - S Dev All to Ind 38 6 9 7
2025 - defection: Frank Biederman, Fremington Rural - Ind to LD 38 6 10 6
2025 - defection: Paul Henderson, Chulmleigh & Landkey - Ind to Con 39 6 10 5
2025 - defection: Rob Hannaford, Exwick & St Thomas - Ind to Con 40 6 10 4
Current 40 5 10 4
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Key seats

Liberal Democrat targets Conservative targets .
Ashburton and Buckfastleigh » Broadclyst (1 Grn) 4 ‘
Braunton Rural » Crediton (LD)

Chudleigh and Teign Valley » Dawlish (LD)

[Iifracombe » Ipplepen and The Kerswells (LD)
Newton Abbot North » Kingsbridge (LD)

Newton Abbot South (Ind) » South Brent and Yealmpton (LD)
Tiverton East » Teignmouth (LD)

Tiverton West » Wonford and St Loyes (Lab)

Wadebridge East and St Minver

Labour targets

»

» Duryard and Pennsylvania
» Exwick and St Thomas (Con defection)
» Wearside and Topsham

Reform UK targets
. » Bideford East
" » Bideford West and Hartland

» Exmouth (2 Con)

» Exmouth and Budleigh Salterton Coastal
» Holsworthy Rural

» lvybridge

Green targets » Kingsteignton and Teign Estuary
. » Northam

» Broadclyst (1 Con) » Okehampton Rural

» St David's and Haven Banks (Lab) ‘

» Salcombe
» St Sidwell's and St James' (Lab) » Sidmouth

» Tavistock
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- paul Hayward | independent Candidate

Hello, I'm Paul, your Independent candidate standing in the
County Council elections on May Isl. | have already met and
helped people from all walks of life in our area but I'm keen
to gel to know many more of you over the coming weeks.

I've lived in Axminster for nearly 2 decades. For 14 of those
years, I've served our community, first as @ Town Councillor
for 8 years [proudly representing Axminster as the Mayer from
4 2014 fo 2017), then as the Clerk for 2 local Parish Councils and
7 - now the Town Council. | have also represented our area as o
mul"elgn & 'elgn va“ev nm"es Be“e District Councillor since 2019, If you place your frust in me. |
am certain | can do a great deol more geod at County Hall.

II'S ﬂllle !lll' Iﬂllm! | do not believe that party politics has any place in local

o upcoming election government. | will leave petty political squabbling fo other

andidate in th

1 am Torry Tume. & CELL o community f0r nearly 50} cendidates representing political parties. They too will be
Having lived d;‘m:nunssv% from roa: seeking your vote. Sadly. fhey will promise you the earth, but

b will be constrained by what their party wants. Their polifical andlam
party will tell them o think. what to say and how to votel yay name s 1ain chud;u?m
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Paul Ha

My Priarities - Delivering Real Changs
+ Fix Our Roads = Mo more patch-up jobs. | wil push for proper
resurtacing, safer rural roads, and fair funding,

el patl®
e P e T o i i the WhimPe
Fikt. 1 wil Campasgh fox More 1eksbie bt 3éwvices 50 S10p foute plackdown

ugale 16 Gt GP appontments.
thor loeal Nealth services 3

* \ote Co

« Suonger al crimo i fising. but action is siow, | will
ibie patrals and tougher enforcement on theft,

i
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. Hold councils accountable - 1o mare rural naglec
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Register
now for
a postal

+ Engage with residents - Your vosce wil be
heard, and | wil ight for you.
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Mayoral candidates

David Bettney SDP
® Julie Buckley
® Frank Calladine
® Nick Fletcher

Green Party
British Democrats
Conservative

® Andy Hiles TUSC

® Ahsan Jamil Workers Party
Alexander Jones Reform

® Ros Jones Labour

Mihai Melenciuc Liberal Democrats

Richie Vallance Independent
Andrew Walmsley

Doug Wright

Yorkshire Party
No description

With the postponement of elections in Thurrock, the
very best Reform prospect in May was taken off the
table. But in Doncaster they have almost as good an
opportunity - two, in fact, as this council has a
directly-elected mayor as well as the whole council
up for grabs.

While Doncaster has a long Labour tradition, it has not
exactly been a cloudless socialist vista. Doncaster
Central has often been a fairly marginal constituency
throughout its existence and in 2019 the Conservatives
captured Don Valley fairly comfortably from Labour
moderate Caroline Flint, while running Ed Miliband
close in Doncaster North.
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The successor to Don Valley, the mouthful that is
Doncaster East and the Isle of Axholme, should've been
an even better Conservative prospect but last year's
Labour landslide swept that one up.

Labour has also experienced serious problems with the
local council, though these seemed to be fading into the
past. Twenty-one councillors were convicted of fraud in
the so-called Donnygate scandal of 2000, which the
Guardian described as "the worst local government
scandal since Poulson".

That scandal led to the council switching to a directly-
elected mayor: one of the very first authorities to move
to this model. Labour was strong enough even after
Donnygate to win the mayoralty: Martin Winter
topping the inaugural election in 2002 with 67% of the
vote, and getting re-elected in 2005 with 55%.

But the problems were not behind Labour. In 2009 the
government ordered an investigation into Doncaster
social services following the deaths of seven children
and the failure of social workers to intervene despite
the children being known to be at risk. Councillors
demanded Winter take responsibility for these massive
failings and, after he refused to resign, Labour expelled
him.

Enough voters were willing to overlook a graft scandal
for Labour but not one where children died in no small
part from the failings of their elected representatives.
In the 2009 mayoral election, something remarkable
happened. Labour finished third with just 22% of the
vote in the first round of the supplementary vote
election. ABNP candidate polled 11%.
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Under this system second preference votes of all those
who backed candidates who didn't come first or second
if one of the top two failed to win at least half the votes.

The second round was a battle between independent
Michael Maye (backed by the Lib Dems and Greens),
who won 22.8% of first preferences and English
Democrat Peter Davies with 22.5%. But after second
preferences were reallocated it was the English
Democrat who ended up the winner, 50.4 to 49.6%.

Davies was a lightning-rod mayor striking controversial
populist positions that he could often not deliver on. He
faced a council without any party in the majority but
where Labour remained, by far, the largest. Davies
struggled to get his budgets through and faced censure
motions passed by the council.

In 2013, just before attempting re-election as mayor,
Davies resigned from the English Democrats claiming
the party had been infiltrated by the BNP. Running as
an independent he lost to Labour's Ros Jones by a near
mirror of the amount he'd won by four years earlier:
50.6% to 49.4%.

Would politics as usual reassert themselves with a new
and quite different Labour mayor in post? Well, yes and
no. Ros Jones won re-election easily enough in 2017
and 2021, and the council has had a Labour majority
since 2011.

But Doncaster voted hugely for Leave in the 2016 EU

referendum, 69% to 31%, despite its three Labour MPs
campaigning for Remain. The gulf between the instincts
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and values of Labour's representatives and the town's
voters were exposed again.

In the 2019 general election, as well as capturing Don
Valley, the Conservatives achieved a 9% swing against
Rosie Winterton in Doncaster Central and a near 14%
swing against Ed Miliband in Doncaster North, cutting
the majority in both to barely 2,000. | say the Tories
achieved these swings but their vote barely increased
in all three seats. Rather Labour collapsed with the
Brexit Party polling 20% in Doncaster North.

Reform improved somewhat on these results in last
year's general election but there was no breakthrough:
the composition of their vote simply adjusted to
contain far more disillusioned Conservative voters than
Labour ones. Reform failed to even contest Doncaster
North.

2024 general election Reform vote shares

‘Rawmarshand Conisbrough 9,704 286
Doncaster Eastand Axholme 8487 217

Again, the question could be asked after the 2024
general election whether Labour had sorted out its
local difficulties.

After all, Labour notionally won every Doncaster ward
in the general election, gained Doncaster East and the
Isle of Axholme, added substantially to their majorities
across Doncaster, and continued to exercise full
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control of local government: the mayor and the council.
But again, the answer is no, they are actually in the
most serious trouble they have ever faced in this corner
of South Yorkshire.

Division %vote
Bentley 42.6
Conisbrough 40.0
Roman Ridge 39.7
Hatfield 39.3
Stainforth and Barnby Dun 39.1
Edenthorpe and Kirk Sandall 36.7
Wheatley Hills and Intake 32.9
Finningley 31.8

Take a look at how the forecasting website Electoral
Calculus is indicating Doncaster would vote in a general
election and you will find that every single ward in
Doncaster Central, Doncaster East, and Rawmarsh &
Conisbrough is projected to vote Reform UK.

The only reason it does not show the same for
Doncaster North is that Reform didn't stand there at
last year's general election: its algorithm cannot project
results from a vote of zero. But given how other
demographically identical wards elsewhere in
Doncaster are being projected, Ed Miliband would not
be saved as the polls currently look.

Indeed, UKIP polled most strongly back in 2014 (there
were no elections in Doncaster in 2013; the year we
use to benchmark the party's performance in the
county councils) in wards within Doncaster North:
Roman Ridge, Stainforth and Barnby Dun, Edenthorpe
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and Kirk Sendall. Labour's vote is far weaker today than
it was eleven years ago, before the EU referendum.

The local elections MRP that same website conducted
in March 2025 was slightly less positive for Reform -
but only by degrees. Their poll still gave them a
majority of council seats and, again, was slightly warped
by Reform not contesting Doncaster North at the
general election. It is by no means certain that Labour
will hold the four wards shown below, nor gain
Sprotborough off the Conservatives.

Indicative map of March '25 Electoral Calculus local election MRP

And so the stage is set for evidence: real votes in real
ballot boxes, of the much vaunted Reform UK surge
claimed by opinion polls being a reality.
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They will be enormously helped by the change in the
electoral system for directly elected mayors to First
Past The Post.

Reform now just needs to finish one vote ahead of
Labour, on whatever vote share they can manage, to
win the mayoralty. If the media hype surrounding
Reform is an electoral reality, that should be much
more easily achievable that winning a council majority -
though that is not beyond the realm of possibilities
either.

The final week poll of regional mayor contests (so
excluding Doncaster's) included the race in Hull and
East Yorkshire and gave Reform's Luke Campbell a
comfortable lead. Hull is a city of similar size and not
too dissimilar demographics to Doncaster, so if Reform
are doing that well there, they're probably in the lead
here too.

45000 A
40000 -
35000 A
30000 +
25000 +
20000 4
15000 A
10000 A

5000 -

2002 2005 2009
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The decent but hardly spectacular 2019 general
election result was not a harbinger of Conservative
breakthrough in Doncaster, as their failure to win the
new East and Isle of Axholme showed.

There are 54 seats on Doncaster council so 28 are
needed for a majority. A majority on a council with a
directly elected mayor is dramatically less important
though, without one, as that English Democrat mayor
Peter Davies discovered, it's much harder to drive an
agenda through.

Conservatism hasn't really taken root in Doncaster.
There are enclaves beyond the town that are affluent
and normally return Conservative councillors but, even
in those really awful low points for Labour, the borough
never turned to the Tories.

Doncaster mayoral elections 2002-2021
Teal = English Democrats

chart excludes votes for other parties

2013 2017 2021
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Thorne and Moorends

Norton and Askern

Adwick-le-Street ® Hatfield
and Carcroft e
‘\ v ol i
«

Edentharpe
and Kirk Sandall

Sprothorough

Armthorpe

Wheatley Hills
and Intake

exthorpe and
Balby North

< Finningley

Balby South

Ediington and
Warmsworth

Conisbrough

Rossington and Bawtry

Tickhilland Wadsworth
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Both the Britain Elects ward estimates from last year's
general election and the Electoral Calculus projections
indicate that the Conservatives can probably rely on
the outlying rural ward of Finningley and beyond that
nothing much at all. That'd represent nine losses.

The former Conservative MP for Don Valley, Nick
Fletcher, is running to be mayor of Doncaster but the
Tories have no chance of finishing second, let alone
first. His presence on the ballot might keep some votes
off the Reform pile but almost certainly not enough to
keep the mayoralty Labour.

The brief Conservative interregnum, such as it was,
should perhaps be viewed in the context of a large and
growing blob of voters alienated by Labour's almost
endless grip in Doncaster, the scandals, the increasing
divide in values between metropolitan liberalism and
bluff no-nonsense Yorkshire social conservatism, and
the increasing feeling that whoever they vote in very
little seems to change. Labour cannot credibly make
the case that the malaise people tell reporters visiting
Doncaster is nothing to do with them: it will not work.

In some ways, this is the same type of cloud of voters
that has existed for decades in the completely different

climbs of Worthing, where there a large anti-

Changes 2021-2025

Conservative vote has existed at least since the 1990s
at local level. There, it manifested in a big Lib Dem vote
which then transferred to UKIP and then surged to
Labour (though there have been a couple of by-
elections there since the general election which

suggest the tide may be turning again there).

Reform UK targets

Directly elected mayor (Lab) "
Bentley (3 Lab)

Edenthorpe and Kirk Sandall (2 Lab)

Hatfield (3 Lab)

Mexborough (3 First)

Norton and Askern (2 Lab, 1 Con)

Rossington and Bawtry (3 Lab)

Stainforth and Barnby Dun (1 Lab, 1 Con)

Thorne and Moorends (3 Lab)

Wheatley Hills and Intake (3 Lab)

Labour claims that it is taking the Reform threat in
places like Doncaster seriously. Morgan McSweeney,
Sir Keir Starmer's Chief of Staff in Downing Street, has
been cited as claiming, having studied how populist
parties around the world, that the antidote to Reform is
"delivery". That may be proved correct, but probably
not soon enough to save Labour in Donny.

2021 council election 11 40 0 4
2023 - defection: Bev Chapman, Mexborough - Mex First to Lab 11 41
Current 11 41 0 3
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David
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Family Industry Nation

SDP social Democratic Party Dions Qi D

VOTE
FRANK CALLADINE
BRITISH DEMOCRATS

Dear Doncaster Residents,

MY PLEDGES TO YOU!

HOUSING
Lecal hosing will b llocated to Doncaster peopie and cur veterans frst

wmtammzmmmmmwﬁ\sm;mmm
towns and vilages from

PROTECT OUR CHILDREN

Tvill push for a full independent public inquiry into grooming gangs. o £ i
I'have lived and worked in Doncaster my entire life. SR SO0 e gl for
This city i notjust my but nyheart and soul VALUE FOR MONEY Doncaster.

Adeep-seated belief in the need for change and in hmw“m;w-:wﬁ@mmmm NICKFLHL’”EH il ‘ - e i

TWELVE CORE
PLEDGES
Q< ving Dencaster,

Hering wih e porki

d €] Support Doncaster Arpont

et and new

Doncaster drives my candidacy for Mayor. | pledge to always act e — x Q) step one o
o e o T mﬁﬂnﬂmsrfﬁmmﬁ rtcher 8| @
Like many of you. | am tired of the broken promises from politicians! ENVIRONMENT - s <] :“:'_‘I:“ g
I will abways put the interests of the people of Doncaster first. Say N to solar pane! fanms at Conisbrough and Moss near the town of bt 8l40 with the enengy snd s i businesses 1o help Supped
| am determined to be 4 strong voice for Doncaster, particularly an ke and NGO to battery storage at Thorpe Marsh. Gatarringtion o maky i change m":m"',“’:f’“”“"": ‘cur tamilios, {Whan familis
M\;ﬂmmmmm@wmmandwms Encourage dredging of rivers and have regular cleaning of culverts and drains. thit dre 56 bbicusly feeded. | iy ng“m“mﬂ, poascs. Tine -:mi::ﬂ;:\m‘mn:‘
willfght of our taxpayer o SZ. 1P Been successtd 0 10 At Doncaster ond £5 peopie - vl
m.. giotalatioin M,‘I o+ CRIME Business anc 3 n MP | have the first With your voto and your Wk with families 12 neip
ey on sk g and increased pol crime diive and the detemingtion to Suppor, 1 6an, we can 11 e 1o ‘out youn Deaple end o on
If you want real change, please vote for me in this election. Il e It dmnge | towar maks Doncaster safe again and e ighs par
M . This st about party polftics. Mo Doncaster s my home, | was berm . :
Together, we can make Doncaster o better place to fve. DEMOCRACY Hombugihpsisosidsrngisi Qilschvimighicb obriueeton Tt ove il T SRR .
Campaigning on your behalf, Choose a Mayor all the: ' and thay could This election is about  apprenticeship haea. | Sat up my oat .l T R ) P
- unbiased perspectives. This wil be transparent, and | willreduce the cabinet i tht 5. busess here iy At ek Maks e oul oty lovns
from nine 1o five members. The reduction would provide Doncaster OV DEGRS O die SHBELS, 1WAl hare, | Nave aMned SE0IES O it iaded and visages ace safe.
taxpayers with better vaiue for money. el wih tnem, Zerotcierance.  OPPORECES hare, 1was elecod (L
I Unacceptabi o have 8 lown e vt Conservatve W or 1k @ 10w o bk ol crie
After two years o my four-year term. | wil hold 3 referendum on the mayoral contre whero pecple feol unsafe. 6 years here. | am now standing sl pain il v b0 used
system. This wil allow us to evaluate the system!'s effectiveness and make any s unacceptatie 1o watch our for Mayor here: Winy? So, your and stop any
necessary adjustments. akpon close, our market Gwincle, iy anc my faedy can rarsa e « monsres
and et the decire contie. famites here. Raise them n o place

CONTACT US
Email: contact@britishdems.co.uk
Call: 01509 447 478 Website: britishdems.co.uk

Doncaster not cniy needs a mayor O OPROMNY ONd in 3 PROCE ey

forMayor  fb.com/NickFletcherMP

WORKERS PARTY

VUTE SUCIALIST eaisT e b A T ‘Lend me your vote, and send the

ON 1 MAY = 5 3 g Church elite a clear message that
WORKERS we have had enough.”

Andy Hiles, a painter & decorator,
benefits advice buddy, says:

rade unionist and nowa

like Labour, commitied to!

€8 Labour aren't Labour : neng | 10.SUPPORTANDY y e of ot NS
amymors. Reform are more . TUSC - Trade i P J UL » The main parties aliowing urestrcted immigration
Taory than the Tories. We - Unionist and of ourindustry®
need a new workers’ party to . ' Saclalist Coalition
represent us. = : &, 07706710041

Fund Welfare not Warfare.
Tax the Super-Rich.
I'll be a working-class voice
and socialist alternative for
the people of Doncaster. 9%

wov HI| FST5,. B8] X

Trade Uninist
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A Council that works for YOU: Faster, Smarter, Leaner

v " P DONCASTER COUNCIL

£425 million in

£17.8 million in debt Inter
payments last yoar: £4: i day

Upto £20m an cyche lanes in 4 y
with no | ing what

£850,000 paid to an enfarcoment
company that tackles 'environmantal

VOTE 1¥T MAY
REFO% ALEXANDER JONES

Lales REFORMUK

REFORM UK CANDIDATE
FOR MAYOR OF DONCASTER

Let's make Doncaster
agreat place to

Invest in

Thrive
Be PROUD of Again

B THURSDAY, MAY 1st i
Your Independent Candidate for
Mayor of Doncaster & Central Ward
Counclllor - 2025

Lers Make Doncaster o City ta be Proud of,

NO PARTY LINES
NO BACK-ROOM DEALS

JusT

REALTALK
REAL ACTION
il REAL CHANGE.
Let's Make Dancaster, Danca

— —
THE YORKSHIRE PARTY'S CANDIDATE FOR
MAYOR OF DONCASTER
r

wwmyorkshirepartyorg.uk () @Vorkshire_Party () voteyorkshirs
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RE-ELECT

JONES

DELIVERING FOR
DONCASTER

r Mayer has been
the graatest privilege of my Iife.
i was born In Askern and still
ive nearby in Norton. | know
that Doncaster is.a special
place and that it deserves an
exparienced Mayor who will
deliver for local people.
Under my leadership, we have:
© Xept council tax the

lowest In Yorkshire.
O Secured a deal to

reopen our alrport,
Sbetcatiertotiseni but thore s still
Blnproved e bral work to be done.

outcomes for our young At this election,
only a Labour
Mayor can give
Doncaster a seat
atthe table.”

“We have-achiéved
so much together,

What's Gone Wrong in Doncaster?

« Corruption buried under
bureaucracy

staff parking
« Youth ignered, services gutted

« Public spaces neglected,
heritage sold zones

My Plan to Make Doncaster,
Doncaster:

+ Build a new hospital with Free

+Reconnect communities

« Tram/monorail & pedestrian

REPAIR! ASTER'S
ROADS WITH 11 MILLION and
investment in ficod defence:
BRING THOUSANDS MORE JOBS.
TODONCASTER and regenerate
our streets and Markets

CHAMPION DONCASTER AND
SUPPORT OUR VETERANS
T gl
)l

e

3 SN

= ol hero and
oa with ocs .

o8t Bancaster Market veteran Ben

t Hordy on behalf of Ros Jones
nby Gars

f s both
Ter rdens, Doncaster D4 BJH.

This is for the Doncastrians

The mums working two jol
The kids who went hungry.
The friends we lost.

The voices never heard.

I'm Richie Vallance —
independent, unbought, and

« Developers first, people last « Revive the town centre unbassed.

+ Hospitals overwhelmed, staff  * Clean. green, creative
underpal » Support our youth
= Market culture dying, town
centre crumbling
« Ban the land vultures
«Community voices silenced
= Cut council fat cats

« Fund frontline workers

+ Freeze council tax

+ Stop the sell-off of Doncaster

Ifyou've had enough of the
Quockerwodgers, the party
stooges, the sellouts, and the

« More skateparks, centres, events silencers... vote for something

real.

Vote Richie Vallance.
Let’s Make Doncaster, Doncaster.

» Boost small business rates

- Real ASB control

Derelict Doncaster
It's time for a reckening.

Vote Doug Wright
Mayor

Fighting for Health and social care

Since my early days as o trade unionist and campaigner, public
service has always been at the heart of borh my palitics and my
principles.

F've ahways believed people are squal and should share squally
i the countrys wealth; that we should help those who can't help
themselves, and that we can achieve more as o community than
we can s individuals.

This eléction (s impartant and its timing (5 cruciall

We need a bold and radical plan that delivers real change
for the pecple of Doncaster. It should offer a new way
serving the public - one that puts people back at the
heart of everything we do.

To do that we reed ambition, radicalism and @
someone who will work tirelessly o serve our

commaunity, and drive bigger and better solutions

and support for the peapie of Doncaster. | will do that.|

Because of the challenges we face by austerity,
underinvestment and political indifference to our
city, | could mot stand o the sidefines.

That is why | am standing to be your Mayor and
' asking for your support on May Day (15t May 2025)

No gangs, no abuse, no tolerance

If elected as your mayor, | will fight to deliver:

Socialist Public Services -
return local peopie back into the heart of public services
that councils provide.

Health and Social Care -

both equally a needed, to everyone, free
8t the point of Use - 8 int in1948 and not an
Amarican style health insurance scheme

Wider Determinants of Health -

Councils provide Public Heash, Social Care and many
othar public sarvices thal aflect peophe's health such as —
housing, transport, enviranment, pollution, access o
pubic spaces et

Energy efficient council housing =
a cleaner, gres ster

A 215t Cantury Workforce -
decent incomes and employment with decant
‘education and oppartunities for all our children,
including those with special educational needs.
Fair Transport -
improve transport by operating in the same way as

% Merseyside and London, 5o Doncaster will have free
lacal public transport for those 60 and over and for
our childeen, and students up o 21.

Justice and Equality -
tackling injustice and inequality - wherever | see it, and
making sure that our city supports the many not the few

ighting for Health and social care
i
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Labour lost their majority in the only (unitary)
council they controlled four years ago, and which
they had never, ever, before lost: County Durham.

This was expected following the 2019 general election
when, again for the first time ever, the Conservatives
had won three Durham constituencies: Bishop
Auckland, North West Durham and Sedgefield (plus
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Darlington: in the county of Durham but a separate
unitary council in its own right). Still, there's a big
difference between an expectation of defeat and the
reality of it, so it was still a shock to see this of all
counties fall from Labour's grasp.

Despite this loss, Labour remained - by far - the
largest party on the council though locked out of
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power by a coalition of pretty much all the other
parties. The Conservatives underperformed in 2021
compared to their 2019 general election
breakthrough, in part because they that struggle to
field a full slate of candidates on this huge council
(managing 110 of 126; a big improvement on 2017
when they contested only 76). This year they've slid
back to 73: fewer even than the Lib Dems (76) and far
behind Reform which was short by just one: 97
candidates for 98 seats. Labour, as you'd expect in this
county, is contesting all 98.

Because Labour has enjoyed such complete
dominance here for so long, the principal route for
non-Labour voters to express themselves has been via
independents and, just as in Cornwall, these
independents are well-established - especially in the
north of the county around Consett and Stanley.

It's probably also true that many of those who
plumped for Boris Johnson's Conservatives at the
2019 general election for the first time in their lives
are more comfortable choosing independents ahead of
Tories in council elections, especially where indies
have a real chance of winning.

Following their general election landslide, Labour will
have been somewhat optimistic of regaining control of
County Durham in May by a comfortable margin.

They had, after all, reversed all the Conservatives'
general election gains from 2019, as well as regaining
three council seats in by-elections. Several
Conservative councillors, seeing the writing on the
wall for their party, defected to Reform.
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Today there are seventeen in the Conservative group
at Durham's brutalist county hall: there were twenty-
four elected in 2021 so the party has lost almost a
third of its strength through by-elections and
defections. Extensive boundary and council size
changes will notionally have reduce this strength to
just fourteen and every forecast of how things have
gone for the Conservatives since last year's general
election suggest they may end up with no more than
five councillors - and that's the top end of the range.

But Labour's expectations of a return to power now
look imperilled. It was initially easy to mistake the
substantial vote Reform won at last year's general
election as solely a threat to the Conservatives. That
Labour reclaimed all its lost seats with ease could
hardly be viewed as failure, after all. The split in the
right between Reform and Conservatives was all
Labour needed to win - and go on winning, even with
its own support dramatically lower.

In five of the six County Durham constituencies,
Reform polled well over 20% of the vote, surpassing
10,000 votes in Easington, North Durham and Blaydon
& Consett - well over 50,000 across the county. If the
polls are accurate Reform has since added at least ten
points to its general election vote share. That gain is
more likely to be larger in counties like Durham and
smaller in, say, Oxfordshire or Surrey. And there isn't
going to be a big split in the right of centre vote in
Durham because all the indicators are the Tory vote
here has evaporated. Suddenly, therefore, Reform
becomes a very serious threat to Labour in its truest
heartland.
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2024 general election Reform vote shares

Constituency vote %vote

As polls stood at the end of February, Electoral
Calculus extrapolated that Reform would win every
division within the North Durham constituency, nine
of the ten in Easington (a seat the Tories didn't get
especially close to winning in 2019), nine of eleven in
Bishop Auckland, four of the five divisions that
comprise the Consett half of Blaydon & Consett and
six out of eight in Newton Aycliffe & Spennymoor.

The only constituency in which Reform's writ doesn't
quite run is the quite different City of Durham and,
even here, they are projected to be only seven
percentage points behind Labour. Remember that this
constituency extends far beyond just the university
city: there is plenty of rural acreage much more
friendly to Reform.

This projection, albeit of voting intentions for a
general rather than council election, would clearly give
Reform a big notional overall majority on Durham
County Council. It is highly unlikely that Reform will
achieve that. And yet that same website's council
election MRP in March suggested a not all that
dissimilar result, with the Conservatives banished to
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the rural fringe around Barnard's Castle and Labour
left fighting it out to come a distant second with the
Lib Dems in the seats in the City of Durham and its
immediate surrounds.

Even if things don't turn out quite as good as this for
Reform - and they won't, not least because the
independents are too well embedded - becoming the
largest party in this corner of the world would be a
massive earthquake. County Durham is as central to
Labour's romanticised identity of struggle and
sacrifice, pride and patriotism, the trade unionism of
rallies and brass bands and working class solidarity as
itis possible to get.

UKIP did not make the slightest dent here at its peak,
despite the county being strongly Leave (58-42),
though they did poll some respectable vote shares in
the minority of wards where they were able to field
candidates.
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The difference between Reform today and UKIP in
2013 isn't just the wider range of grievances a certain
demographic of voter concentrated in this county now
hold against mainstream politics of all stripes.

Nor is it the fact Labour is now in government rather
than an opposition party that could still attract protest

Changes 2021-2025

votes against the incumbent Tories It is also that back
in 2013 the Labour vote was not just larger but much
more solid. Today voters, including frustrated Labour
voters, want change.

They won't get it voting Labour any more, they
believe.

2021 council election 24 53 17 32
2022 - by-election: Ferryhill, Lab gain from Ind 24 54 17 31
2022 - defection: Karen Hawley, Passfield, NEP to Ind 24 54 17 31
2022 - defection: Diane Howarth, Peterlee East, NEP to Ind 24 54 17 31
2022 - by-election: West Auckland - Lab gain from Con 23 55 17 31
2023 - by-election: Chester-le-Street East - Lab gain from Con 22 56 17 31
2024 - defection: Mike McGaun, Lanchester - Con to Ind 21 56 17 32
2024 - defection: Neville Jones, Aycliffe East - LD to Ind 21 56 16 33
2024 - defection: Angela Hanson, Stanley - Lab to Ind 21 55 16 34
2024 - defection: Sam McMahon, Craghead and Southmoor - Lab to Ind 21 54 16 35
2024 - defection: Robert Potts, Evenwood - Con to Ref 20 54 16 36
2024 - defection: Paul Taylor, Brandon - Lab to Ind 20 53 16 37
2025 - defection: Cathy Hunt, Woodhouse Close - Con to Ref 19 53 16 38
2025 - defection: Joe Quinn, Ferryhill - Con to Ref 18 53 16 39
2025 - defection: Joanne Howey, Woodhouse Close - Con to Ind 17 53 16 40
2025 - defection: Mike McGaun, Lanchester - Ind to Ref 17 53 16 40
2025 - vacancy: Fraser Tinsley, Willington & Hunwick - resigned, Lab 17 52 16 40
Current 17 52 16 40
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A UKIP candidate - indeed, any non-Labour candidate
- came up against a very much larger stock of voters
that back then had never even considered voting
anything other than Labour. The party was far harder
to overcome twelve years ago.

Today, political loyalties have weakened dramatically,
much of the traditional Labour vote is at best
disaffected and maybe even alienated, Reform appear
to be talking to their concerns and plenty of people
have got more comfortable with breaking the habits of
a lifetime and voting against Labour - with the
expectation their vote will actually defeat them.

This is reflected in a steady increase in the number of
parties and candidates willing to take on Labour. 360
people contested the 2013 elections; 384 stood in
2017,408 in 2021 and 449 are competing this time. Of
course, standing doesn't guarantee winning but half of
Labour's dominance in the old days was that they
barely faced an opposition and even more rarely a
variety of choice.

Reform is so much stronger than UKIP was in the
north, better resourced and more organised that
comparisons with 2013 are almost meaningless.

Reform isn't just an existential threat to the
Conservatives, and a serious threat to Labour- they
also look set to push the Lib Dems back to their City of
Durham redoubt. At present, as well as controlling
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nine of the ten seats in the city, Lib Dems represent
seats as far flung as Consett, North Lodge just above
Chester-le-Street, and Newton Aycliffe.

There is also a Green councillor in Brandon, on the
south-western edge of the City of Durham, who is re-
standing (as his wife, hoping to win the Labour-held
seat in that division) and the North East Party holds
Peterlee and adjoining Castle Eden & Passfield in the
east of the county.

Whether any of these diverse parties survive depends
on the true scale of the Reform wave and from whence
it is drawn. If it is principally a realignment of votes
that weren't Labour in 2021 they will be toast. If the
blend contains a lot of disaffected Labour voters from
2021, the field could be split in such a way that they
hangon.

Perverse results could even manifest, such as gains for
the Seaham Community Party in the north-eastern
corner of the county. But more likely than not, in most
instances, Reform looks like it is mopping up both non-
Labour and ex-Labour votes, which is a recipe for an
unprecedented repudiation that will probably make
the 2021 result look relatively decent. But then the
real test for Reform will commence: a one-off flash-in-
the-pan or a long-term realignment of Labour England
to the right?
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Key seats

Reform UK targets

» Aycliffe North and Middridge
» Aycliffe South

» Barnard Castle

» Bishop Auckland

» Blackhalls and Hesledens
» Bowburn and Coxhoe

» Castle Eden and Passfield
» Chilton (Ind)

» Consett North

» Consett South

» Craghead and South Moor
» Crook

» Dalton and Dawdon

» Derwent and Pont Valley
» Easington and Shotton

» Evenwood

» Ferryhill
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» Lanchester and "

Burnhope
» Langley and Esh
» Lower Teesdale
» Lumley and West Rainton
» Murton
» Pelton
» Sacriston and Witton Gilbert
» Seaham
» Sedgefield
» Shildon and Dene Valley
» Spennymoor
» Tudhoe
» Upper Teesdale
» Weardale
» West Auckland
» Willington and Hunwick

Labour targets .
» Annfield Plain "
» Aycliffe North
and Middridge
» Aycliffe South
» Belmont
» Bishop Auckland Town
» Brandon
» Castle Eden and Passfield
» Chilton
» Crook
» Delves Lane
» Elvet and Gilesgate
» Peterlee
» Sedgefield
» West Auckland
» Woodhouse Close

Conservative
targets

» Tudhoe

» Weardale | ‘

Green target {6}
» Brandon (1 Lab) "
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Gloucestershire

Even more so than Buckinghamshire,
Gloucestershire is an archetype of how
Conservatives, despite being by far the strongest
party across the entire county, struggle to reach a
majority because they face different
strong opponents in different parts.

The Liberal Democrats dominate
Cheltenham and in parts of the
rural county to the east around
Cirencester. They have also
made more recent strides in
the suburbs of Gloucester

and satellite towns of
Churchdown and Brock-
worth. The Greens have long
been strong in somewhat bohemian
Stroud, and more recently have established
themselves across the river Severn in the @
Forest of Dean.

That corner of the county will be a four-way tussle
between the Tories, Labour, Greens and Reform.
Labour were able to win the parliamentary seats of
Gloucester, Stroud and Forest of Dean at last year's
general election but those gains ran counter to
remarkably unimpressive council election showings,
especially in Gloucester and the Forest.
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These competing threats make it increasingly difficult
for the Conservatives to win a majority on
Gloucestershire county council nowadays. They
scraped a three seat majority in 2021 - one of their best
ever election years nationally - after losing three seats
net (and that despite gaining four to offset the seven
they lost).
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That majority was erased by suspensions and
defections, though one of the Tory councillors, having
switched to the Greens, returned after a few months
and is defending her rural division to the north of
Stroud, this year.

One Conservative in Tewkesbury East (which is
actually a rural division with only a small portion of the
town within in) has defected to Reform; two others
were suspended from the party (one in Gloucester, one
in Stroud) and both of them are contesting their seats
as independents against new Conservative candidates.

However, notionally the Conservatives have got their
majority back because the size of the county council
has increased by two seats to 55, and the new divisions,
both of them around or alongside the river Severn,
would have elected Tories in 2021 had they existed.
Nonetheless, there is no realistic prospect of the
Conservatives regaining their majority this year.
Indeed, they will be doing very well to remain the
largest party.

There are significant Tory vulnerabilities right across
the county. This may be especially true in what are
likely to be highly divided, divisive results in Forest of
Dean, where winners will probably be elected on low
percentage shares and anything could happen.

There are three Conservative divisions in Cheltenham
that look highly vulnerable: Leckhampton & Warden
Hill (majority 104), Battledown & Charlton Kings
(221), Lansdown & Park (465) and. They hold a fourth,
the outlying Prestbury & Swindon Village which they
gained last time after the incumbent "People Against
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Bureaucracy" councillor retired and which has been
heavily redrawn (it was Pittville & Prestbury).

But in last year's all-out Cheltenham elections, the
Conservatives won no seats at all. PAB and a Green
split Prestbury; while the Lib Dems thrashed the Tories
53-17 in Swindon Village. So the Conservatives could
even lose this one despite being almost 1,200 ahead in
2021.

They may also have some vulnerabilities in Cotswold
district even though the Lib Dems hold half the
divisions here already.

The Greens have an outside shot at gaining Tetbury in
the far south-west of the district. But they might be
stymied as the Lib Dems are contesting Tetbury this
year. In 2021 they gave the Greens a pass and Labour is
too weak here to influence things so it was effectively a
two-horse race. Much will hinge on how many
Conservative votes Reform takes.

Amusingly, the reverse is true in the redrawn Moreton,
Stow & the Rissingtons division. Here the Greens
stood aside last time and are contesting it this year. The
Lib Dems were 492 votes adrift there in 2021.

In Stroud, the number one battleground does not
feature the Conservatives. Stroud Central was a battle
royal in 2021 when former Stroud Labour MP David
Drew went up against former Green MEP for the South
West region Molly Scott-Cato. Drew won, gaining the
seat from the Greens who'd held it for the preceding
twelve years.
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Cheltenham wards

1. All Saints and Qakley

2. Battledown and Charlton Kings

3. Benhall and Up Hatherley v

4. Charlton Park and College

5. Hesters Way and Springbank

6. Lansdown and Park

7. Leckhampton and Warden Hill

8. Pitville and St Paul's

9. Prestbury and Swindon Village
10. St Mark’s and St Peter's

Gloucester wards

11. Abbey

12. Barnwood and Hucclecote
13. Barton and Tredworth

14. Coney Hall and Matson
15. Grange and Kingsway

16. Hempsted and Westgate
17. Kingsholm and Wotton
18. Longlevens

19. Quedgeley

20. Tuffley and Moreland \
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But Drew resigned his seat in early 2025 in opposition
to the Labour government's reorganisation plans for
Gloucestershire (and possibly other central party
interventions in Stroud Labour party) and the Greens
now have an excellent chance to get it back.

But there are at least two at risk Conservative
divisions. One reason Susan Williams in Bisley &
Painswick may have defected to the Greens for a brief
period was that they were only 385 votes behind her in
2021. 2021 was the first time ever the Conservatives
won Stonehouse division and, while Labour absolutely
tanked there, losing on a near 15% swing, the fact the
incumbent is standing as an independent coupled to a
Reform presence make for a tough fight for the Tories.

The Conservatives will be looking closely at Dursley
division, which Labour won off them in 2021 by just 37
votes, and at adjoining Nailsworth, which they also lost
to Labour four years earlier. Here Labour's majority is
much larger: 850, but the Greens didn't contest the
ward last time and are this. In last year's Stroud district
elections a Green won Nailsworth (alongside two
Labour councillors) polling 985 - so Labour's majority
could be erased just by them fielding a candidate.

In Labour's 1993 county council landslide, the party
won seven of Gloucester's twelve divisions, with the Lib
Dems holding four and the Conservatives just one.
Today Labour hold none - and just seven of the thirty
nine city council seats.

Despite this, the Conservatives were unpopular
enough last year to lose one of their most reliable not
especially affluent city constituencies, albeit with
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Labour polling just 36%: an increase over 2019 of 0.9 of
apercent.

The Conservative vote virtually halved: down twenty-
six points to 29%. Because they have lost further vote
share nationally since the general election the eight
Conservative-held divisions in Gloucester are highly
vulnerable. Longlevens: the northern suburbs of the
city will be the Lib Dems' top target but they also have
city councillors in Hempsted & Westgate, a large
portion of which is floodplain for the Severn.

Labour's now very limited presence on the city council
is confined to the inner wards of Coney Hill &
Moreland, one seat of three in Matson & Robinswood,
and the suburban ward of Kingsway. Unfortunately for
them, these district wards are all merged with non-
Labour wards and that makes it much harder for them
to regain a county council footing in the city.

Labour's best shots are Coney Hall & Matson, Barton
& Tredworth and Tuffley & Moreland. If Reform
manages to damage the Conservative vote even more
than they did last year (and only about 40% of the Tory
drop was due to Reform) then Labour might pinch
Grange and Kingsway, and if the Tories have a
complete meltdown Quedgeley might fall.

UKIP in the 2013 county council elections performed
more strongly in Gloucester than Reform did in last
year's general election, polling 22.4% on average across
the eight divisions the party contested.

UKIP did best in Coney Hall and Matson, winning
29.6%, with strong performances also in Tuffley and
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Grange & Kingsway: in other words the very same
divisions Labour aspire to win back. Reform are
contesting every Gloucestershire division and could
win any of these three plus - perhaps - multiracial
Barton and Tredworth.

2024 general election Reform vote in Gloucestershire

%vote

Constituency vote

But it is the Forest of Dean that carries the highest
hopes for Reform. UKIP won three divisions here in
2013: Blakeney & Bream (35.5%), Drybrook &
Lydbrook (29.3%) and Lydney (41.9%). In that election
the Green Party was not a presence in Forest of Dean
but they have grown to be almost as strong here as in
Stroud, and now run the district council in the minority.

But the Forest isn't the archetypal Green district: it
does not contain loads of affluent, university-educated
professionals and managers with the sort of liberal
values you find much in larger numbers in Stroud.

Rather, the Greens have gained ground by aping the Lib
Dems' pavement politics approach of being good ward
councillors, winning a ward, bedding in and then
expanding to an adjacent ward.
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Much of the Forest is former mining territory (hence
the names of its principal towns; Coleford and
Cinderford) and that is where Labour's strength is.

But just as the pits have faded, so has Labour's
strength. They did even less well in the general election
here than in Gloucester, winning 34% and scraping a
majority of just 278 (though overturning a much larger
Conservative majority of nearly 16,000).

Today Labour holds just Cinderford of the eight Forest
of Dean divisions - though that looks safe enough for
them, at least based on the 2021 result. They are 500
adrift in Coleford and have lost three of the last four
county council elections there. In Lydney they're nearly
athousand adrift.

Things are much tighter in Drybrook & Lydford but
only because the vote fragmented with the presence of
an independent who won 25% - Labour came in third.
This is probably Reform's best shot at winning as the
independent is again standing. This could be a division
won with less than 25% of the vote in May. But Reform
will hope to win by far more than that.

The somewhat controversial Electoral Calculus Local
Election MRP has Reform sweeping the Forest, winning
Drybrook & Lydford, Cinderford, Coleford, Blakeney
& Bream plus the vast, rural Mitcheldean division
which has a long independent history but went
Conservative fairly comfortably in 2017 and 2021.

The Conservatives will want to regain Newent &
Taynton, which the Lib Dems gained last time in a
straight two-way fight by just seventy-two votes. Last
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time's Lib Dem winner isn't seeking re-election and this
time it's a four way contest: there's no Reform
candidate (the only division they've failed to stand in)
so one might expect the presence of Labour and Green
candidates to sap the Lib Dem strength enough for the
Tories to pick it up.

Indicative map of March '25 Electoral Calculus local election MRP

Changes 2021-2025

If Reform do as well as forecast in the Forest, the Tories
will be net down two and Labour, Greens and Lib Dems
will each lose one. But bear in mind that the MRP has
the Tories holding Lydney - one of the three UKIP
seats; and Sedbury isn't a complete lock for the Greens
either.

Finally, one of the oddities of that Electoral Calculus
March MRP is that they have Reform winning what is
now Tewkesbury West (the former Tewkesbury) which
is currently Green, while Tewkesbury East - the ward
Reform actually hold through the defection of Clir
Vernon Smith - they have going Lib Dem. Smith is
contesting the division for Reform so let's see how that
goes. Reform are also forecast by EC to win
Brockworth, part of the narrow strip of the county that
serves as commuterville for both Cheltenham and
Gloucester.

2021 council election 28 5 16 4
2024 - defection: Susan Williams, Bisley and Painswick - Con to Grn 27 5 16 5
2024 - suspension: Nick Housden, Stonehouse - Con to Ind 26 5 16 6
2024 - defection: Alastair Chambers, Coney Hill and Matson - Con to Ind 25 5 16 7
2025 - defection: Susan Williams, Bisley and Painswick - Grn to Con 26 5 16 6
2025 - defection: Vernon Smith, Tewkesbury East - Con to Ref 25 5 16 7
2025 - vacancy, resignation of David Drew, Stroud Central, Lab 25 4 16 7
Current 25 4 16 7
Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 71




Key seats

Conservative targets

" Liberal Democrat targets

» Blakeney and Bream (Grn) Battledown and Charlton Kings (Con)

» Bishop's Cleeve (LD)

» Dursley (Lab)

» Newent (LD)

» Rodborough (Lab)

» South Cerney (LD)

» Tewkesbury West (Grn)
» Wotton-under-Edge (LD)

Labour targets

» Barton and Tredworth (Con)
» Cam Valley (Con)

» Coleford (Con)

» Coney Hall and Matson (Con)
» Grange and Kingsway (Con)
» Nailsworth (Con)

» Stonehouse (Con)

» Tuffley and Moreland (Con)

Green targets

)

Bourton-on-the-Water and Northleach (Con)
Brockworth (Con)

Hempsted and Westgate (Con)

Lansdown and Park (Con)

Leckhampton and Warden Hill (Con)
Longlevens (Con)

Morton, Stow and the Rissingtons (Con)
Pittville and St Paul's (Con)

Tewkesbury East (Con)

Reform UK targets

» Bisley and Painswick (Con)
» Stroud Central (Lab)
» Tetbury (Con)
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» Barton and Tredworth (Con) "
» Blakeney and Bream (Grn)

» Brockworth (Con)

» Cinderford (Lab)

» Coleford (Con)

» Coney Hall and Matson (Con)
» Drybrook and Lydbrook (Con)
» Grange and Kingsway (Con)

» Lydney (Con)

» Mitcheldean (Con)

» Quedgeley (Con)

» Sedbury (Grn)

» Tewkesbury West (Con)

» Tuffley and Moreland (Con)
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Hertfordshire

When Hertfordshire last fell to no overall control in
the Tories' calamitous 1993 county council elections,
Labour won 30 seats, the Conservatives 27 and the
Lib Dems 19. Today Labour is down to six and, while
they will almost certainly improve on that number
this year, their eclipse by the Lib Dems in this
(small pockets aside) very not liberal home
county is one of the minor stories of England's
politics of local government.
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compared to 2021 at least - is founded on the fact that
they now hold a clutch of Hertfordshire constituencies:
Hertford and Stortford, Hemel Hempstead, Hitchin,
North East Herts, Watford and Welwyn-Hatfield.
These are stuffed full of divisions Labour used to be
able to win but mostly don't anymore. Their problem is
that the Lib Dems - in local government terms - have
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superseded them in many of these places: Watford,
Hemel Hempstead and Welwyn-Hatfield especially.
Labour could, once upon a time, win seats in St Albans.
Those days are probably over as the Lib Dem lock on
that constituency and district looks unbreakable for the
time being: they are more likely to lose a division to the
Greens than Labour.

Labour did so atrociously in 2021 that it is impossible
for them not to recover. For example there is just one
Labour county councillor at the moment in Stevenage
district, against five Conservatives. Labour wins nearly
every ward in Stevenage district even when they can't
get close to winning the parliamentary seat so there are
five low-hanging fruit so ripe Labour just has to hold
out its hands and they will fall into them.

There are no Labour county councillors in Welwyn-
Hatfield and, while the party's grip on this constituency
is always tenuous when they win it, they should win
two, four or even six divisions here - though the higher
end is very very difficult and they almost certainly
won't. Welwyn Garden City South, Haldens and
Hatfield East are their best shots plus Handside &
Peartree if they can persuade voters to abandon the
Lib Dems who are the roadblock to beating the Tories
there.

There are six divisions in Hemel Hempstead, of which
Labour again holds none but should be able to win one
or two - starting with the New Town's St Paul's and
Town divisions; maybe East if they're doing very well.
But Hemel is another place Labour has been
supplanted, at local government level, by the Lib Dems -
and there will likely be a strong Reform attack too: they
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could win Hemel South East and maybe one or two
others depending on how split the votes are.

Given Labour's surprise gain of Hertford and Stortford
(they didn't win here in 1997) it'd be helpful for their
MP to have one or two county councillors behind him
as he seeks re-election. Bishop's Stortford West and
Hertford St Andrew's are the only two divisions
they're likely to win, unless they can oust the Greens in
Hertford All Saints.

They might be able to pick up Baldock & Letchworth
East in North Hertfordshire - and Royston East &
Rural if they're doing astoundingly well but this seems
very unlikely, especially as Reform could body check
them in this sort of division. Neither of these have a
Labour history but North Hertfordshire is one of those
districts that has soured on the Conservatives more
viscerally in the past decade and that has opened the
door for Labour (and Lib Dem) progress.

Then there is the isolated council estate division
beyond Watford of South Oxhey & Eastbury: once
solidly Labour but increasingly estranged from that
party. South Oxhey elected a BNP county councillor in
2009 and went Conservative in 2021 for the first time
ever. Labour might win it back but Reform are more
likely to triumph here.

Labour faces a bit of a tussle in the two Borehamwood
divisions in Hertsmere district, both of which they
gained from the Conservatives in 2021. Their
councillor in Borehamwood North, Michelle Vince,
resigned from the party in 2024 and is contesting her
seat as an independent.
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CH&M Colney Heath and Marshalswick
H&P  Handside and Peartree

HHE Hemel Hempstead East

HHNE Hemel Hempstead North East
HHNW Hemel Hempstead North West
HHSE Hemel Hempstead South East
HHSP Hemel Hempstead St Paul's
HHT  Hemel Hempstead Town

SAC St Albans Central

SAE  StAlbans East

SAS St Albans South

WGCS Welwyn Garden City South

WW  West Watford
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She won as Labour with a majority of 442 which you'd
imagine the party could defend unless she carves a
huge personal vote out. But Borehamwood South is
much more marginal: Labour won this one by just 170
and, while both these divisions have a history of
backing the party the Conservatives have won four of
the past five contests in South.

Labour should emerge from these elections with a
group in the teens - three or maybe four times what
they hold now but still only half what they managed in
1993 ahead of their last landslide general election win.

The Lib Dems look set for a potentially frustrating
election having held some expectations of becoming
the largest party on the County Council - at the very
least pushing the Conservatives, who currently only
have a majority of seven, so far below the winning line
that they have no prospect of continuing in power.

There are obvious Lib Dem opportunities - for example
there are four Conservative divisions in St Albans
district right now: Harpenden South West,
Harpenden Rural, St Stephens and London Colney. All
are vulnerable; plus the meandering Bridgewater
division in Dacorum that stretches almost from Tring to
Harpenden.

But there are Lib Dem frailties too. We simply don't
know how much of the vote that switched to Labour in
the general election will stay with them instead of
returning to the Lib Dems locally. If Labour retains
most of it there will be Lib Dem losses in Watford,
Hemel and Welwyn-Hatfield.
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We also don't quite know what proportion of the Lib
Dem vote in council elections is positive: i.e. a vote
because people actively believe Lib Dem councillors are
the best choice at the local level; and how much is
simply a "neither of the big parties" vote. This latter
tranche is very susceptible to a Reform pitch this time
around (just as it was for UKIP when the Lib Dems were
deeply unpopular members of the coalition
government in 2013).

Irrespective of how much of the Lib Dem vote might go
Reform, they are already experiencing difficulties in
Three Rivers - South West Hertfordshire - having lost
two by-elections to the Tories recently and with them
their majority on that district.

One of the by-elections was caused by their former
leader, Sara Bedford, resigning from the party and her
district seat. She remains county councillor for Abbots
Langley division and is contesting it as an independent;
a move that has prompted long-serving Watford Lib
Dem councillor Stephen Giles Medhurst to surrender
his safe seat to take her on. This bust-up could see
either of these former colleagues win but, given the
Conservative gains at district level, could let them in
too. Neighbouring Three Rivers Rural division is also at
risk to the Conservatives.

The council election MRP Electoral Calculus conducted
in March 2025 threw up some strange outcomes in Lib
Dem-run Watford as well: Conservatives apparently on
track to gain two divisions there (they hold none at the
moment). This could be because a Labour resurgence
at Lib Dem expense may let the Tories win through the
middle; or because voters are wearying of a very long
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spell of Lib Dems running their council, but it would be
fairly surprising if the Conservatives do emerge holding
either Woodside-Stanborough or Meriden-Tudor.

Electoral Calculus also has the Tories regaining Bushey
North from the Lib Dems in Hertsmere district. All in
all, the Lib Dems may end up with a couple of seats
more or less but are essentially seem to be heading for
a standstill election.

Which brings us to Reform. Hertfordshire is not a great
county for this party partly because, bordering London,
it contains a lot of Remain-voters who commute into
the metropolis. The county as a whole mirrored the
country in the 2016 EU referendum: 52-48 Leave. But
there were big variations within Hertfordshire. St
Albans voted Remain 62-38 and North Herts (Hitchin,
Letchworth, Baldock and Royston) by 54 to 46.
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Reform votes at the 2024 general election in Hertfordshire

Constituency vote %vote

At the other end of the scale, Broxbourne went Leave
by 66 to 34 and Stevenage by 59 to 41. The other
Hertfordshire districts all voted Leave but by fairly
close margins. Again, the lingering relevance of that
decade-old vote is simply that one's voting preference
over the EU tracks a number of key values positions
that remain relevant today: on nationalism vs
internationalism, immigration, cultural values, defence,
law and justice and so on.

Reform will perform poorly in St Albans (at least St
Albans itself - it may do okay in the rural parts and
Harpenden) not because the residents are obsessing
about leaving the EU but because they do not align with
the cultural values and populist abrasiveness of Nigel
Farage's party. Reform will perform strongly in
Broxbourne - though whether it can overcome massive
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Changes 2021-2025

2021 council election 46 7 23 2
2023 - by-election: Harpenden Rural - LD gain from Con 45 7 24 2
2024 - defection: Michelle Vince, Borehamwood North - Lab to Ind 45 6 24 3
2024 - defection: Sara Bedford, Abbots Langley - LD to Ind 45 6 23 4
2025 - defection: Sunny Thusu, Haldens - Con to Ind 44 6 23 5
2025 - defection: Ron Tindall, Hemel Hempstead St Pauls - LD to Ind 44 6 22 6
2025 - defection: Graham McAndrew, Bishop's Stortford Rural - Con to Ref 43 6 22 7
2025 - vacancy, death of James Bond, Hatfield North - Con 42 6 22 7
Current 42 6 22 7

Conservative majorities there is questionable - not
because its residents celebrate leaving the EU every
morning but because those voters are much more
closely aligned with the gamut of Reform positions.

If Reform can win seats in Hertfordshire their best bets
will be in Broxbourne: a phenomenally safe
Conservative district and along the Essex border.
Reform already have one county councillor in Bishop's
Stortford Rural who defected from the Tories at the
start of 2025 (though he isn't seeking re-election) and
this is a division they could hold, with or without an
incumbent.

UKIP managed to win Hoddesdon South in 2013 and
both divisions in that town are probably Reform's best
opportunities this year. But if they break through there,
Broxbourne has a ribbon of not that dissimilar wards
along the river Lea. They could also win Cheshunt
Central and the one potential Labour target: Waltham
Cross.
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Electoral Calculus also has Reform polling strongly in
Ware North - though despite this division containing a
fair bit of rural East Herts this seems more likely to lean
towards Labour and the Greens hold all three of the
Ware district council wards.

It's likely that Reform will supplant the Conservatives
as the principal challengers to Labour in Watford, and
supplant Labour as the principal challengers to the
Conservatives in one or two of the urban Welwyn-
Hatfield and Hemel Hempstead divisions.

As mentioned above, South Oxhey is almost custom-
built to elect Reform councillors in the current climate
and, while they probably aren't strong enough to win in
Watford, they could upset the apple cart and throw
some results in unexpected directions there.

It would be a major surprise if Reform end up with as
many as ten seats, and they may struggle to gain five:
this probably won't be a county Farage will be
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travelling to in celebration of his party's breakthrough
on Friday 2 May.

There are few Green opportunities: at least measured
against 2021. But that was a different world: at the
time, for example, the Conservatives held almost every
seat on East Hertfordshire district. Today that district
is led by the Green Party who hold nineteen seats to
the Tories' sixteen.

Most of these are in and around Hertford and Ware
and so they can't be discounted in any of the
Conservative-held divisions in the vicinity - and
perhaps even one or two more further-flung divisions
either. The Greens already hold Hertford All Saints but
could add Ware North, Ware South and - much less
likely - Hertford Rural and Buntingford. The party
held North Watford for a couple of terms last time
Labour was in government nationally but their vote has
almost completely evaporated there.

In Three Rivers the Greens have taken a firm grip on
the Croxley ward of Dickinsons (though not its
neighbour Durrants, at least not yet) so while the
unified division looks securely Lib Dem expect a very
much closer battle there this time.
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Likewise, the Greens are bedding down in two wards in
the middle of St Albans: Clarence and St Peter's.
Neither of these exactly fits but the county council
division that covers most of these Green wards is St
Albans Central. The Lib Dems won with over 62% here
in 2021 so, again, any upset would be huge and is not
probable. But it's not completely impossible - especially
as the Greens specialise in vast surges that gain them
wards unexpectedly.

So, can the Conservatives retain Hertfordshire? It's
highly unlikely given their small majority and, in
particular, the patchy, splashy recovery Labour is likely
to make in parts of the county. But they should remain
the largest party - and by a fair margin too if they can
start taking seats off the Lib Dems in the south west.

All therefore depends on how much larger the
Conservative group is - because the Lib Dems will
coalesce with Labour and Greens if they can make the
maths  work. Across the council chamber,
Conservatives just short of the winning line may be
able to do a deal with Reform to stay in power
depending on the size of that group.
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Key seats

Conservative targets {.‘«}
(Ind) "

Liberal Democrat targets

» Abbots Langley and Bedmond
» Borehamwood South (Lab)

Bridgwater (Con)
Handside and Peartree (Con)

» Bushey North (LD) Harpenden Rural (Con)

» Letchworth North (Lab) Harpenden South West (Con)
» Meriden Tudor (LD) London Colney (Con)

» Three Rivers Rural (LD) St Stephen's (Con)

Labour targets {.“} Reform UK targets
» Baldock and Letchworth East (Con) " > Bishop:s Stortford Rural (Con) "
» Bishop's Stortford West (Con) » Bishop's Stortford West (Con)

» Broadwater (Con) » Cheshunt Central (Con)
» Haldens (Con) » Flamstead End and Turnford (Con)

» Handside and Peartree (Con) > Hemel Hempstead East (Con)

» Hatfield East (Con) » Hemel Hempstead South East (Con)

» Hatfield North (Con) » Hoddesdon North (Con)

» Hatfield South (LD) » Hoddesdon South (Con)

» Hemel Hempstead North East (Con) . Roystc?n East and Ermine (Con)

» Hemel Hempstead St Paul's (LD) > Sawbridgeworth (Con)

» Hertford St Andrew's (Con) » South Oxhey and Eastbury (Con)

» Old Stevenage (Con) » Waltham Cross (Con)

» St Nicholas (Con) > Ware North (Con)

» Shephall (Con)

» South Oxhey and Eastbury (Con) Green targets .

» Waltham Cross (Con)

» Welwyn Garden City South (Con) > Buntingford (Con)

» Hertford Rural (Con) "
» St Albans Central (LD)

» Ware North (Con)

» Ware South (Con)
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Isles of Scilly

The smallest of the unitary
councils up for election this year
with just sixteen councillors, this
is also the last such council in
England with a monopoly of
independents. Established parties
don't typically even stand for
election here.

Scilly is dominated by St Mary's
which returns twelve of the
council's sixteen councillors and
contains 77% of the resident
population, mostly in Hugh Town.
One apiece represent Bryher (92
residents according to the 2021
census), St Agnes (73), St Martin's
(142) and Tresco (180).

There are seventeen candidates
standing though so there will only
be one election happening here on
1st May: in St Martin's, where two
candidates are chasing one seat. If
all of the 142 residents are
electors, they all vote and each
candidate polls 71 (none of these
will happen!) there could be the
excitement of a drawing of lots.

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 83



Kent
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One of the long-term significant realighments that
the 1997 general election heralded was the swing
away from the Conservatives of coastal resort towns
that had either been staunchly Tory forever, or only
winnable by Labour at their very peak of popularity.

Morecambe, Blackpool, Brighton, Hove, Falmouth,
Crosby, Scarborough, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Hastings &
Rye, Harwich-Clacton, Weymouth & Portland [Dorset
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South], Margate, Broadstairs and Sandwich [Thanet
South] are all examples.

These gains were buttressed by non-resort
constituencies along the Thames estuary like Canvey
Island [Castle Point], Sittingbourne & Sheppey,
Rochester & Strood [Medway], Chatham, Gillingham,
Gravesend, Dartford and Dover.
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The Conservatives gradually regained most of these
seats (Brighton being the stand-out hold-out) and built
back big majorities in many of them, especially in
counties like Kent.

Then they contrived to lose them all over again and
then some: Canterbury having gone Labour against the
tide in 2017 and then Ashford and Folkestone & Hythe
also electing Labour for the first time in 2024. The Lib
Dems also managed to take Tunbridge Wells after a
relatively long-drawn out collapse in Conservative
support following some controversial and costly errors
by the district council there. Putative Tory MP
candidate lain Dale telling voters how much he disliked
the place won't have shored his party up, either.

Therefore, even though the Conservatives have a very
cosy majority of 32 seats (and that down from 43 at the

Changes 2021-2025

2021 general election through defections and a by-
election loss) they are highly vulnerable. In fact, at the
very least, losing their majority is a probability. What is
unclear is whether another party could win a majority
themselves.

That party will not be Labour.

Even in 1993, the prequel to the much more
enthusiastic Labour landslide of 1997, the best the
party could achieve in Kent was 30 county councillors
to the Tories' 41 and Lib Dems' 28 - enough to put
them, just, at the head of a coalition before the
Conservatives returned to power in 1997. Labour will
vastly exceed expectations this time around if they
manage to reach twenty seats, let alone thirty. And
standstill somewhere around ten will be unsurprising.
The March Electoral Calculus MRP gives them just 3.

2021 council election 62 7 6 6
2023 - by-election: Hythe West - Green gain from Con 61 7 6 7
2024 - by-election: Swanscombe and Greenhithe: Ref gain from Res Assoc. 61 7 6 7
2024 - defection: Mike Whiting, Sheppey - Con to Ind 60 7 6 8
2024 - defection: Trevor Shonk, Ramsgate: Con to Ind 59 7 6 9
2025 - defection: Dirk Ross, Ashford South: Con to Ind 58 7 6 10
2025 - defection: Dirk Ross, Ashford South: Ind to Ref 58 7 6 10
2025 - defection: Barry Lewis, Margate: Lab to Ind 58 6 6 11
2025 - defection: Trevor Shonk, Ramsgate: Ind to Ref 58 6 6 11
2025 - defection: Becki Bruneau, Tunbridge Wells South - Con to Heritage 57 6 6 12
2025 - vacancy, death of James Bond, Ashfield Rural West - Con 56 6 6 12
Current 56 6 6 12
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This is because Reform have appropriated the sort of
votes that unenthusiastically went Labour in the
general election. The Electoral Calculus MRP in March
probably hasn't mapped Reform's surge in Kent
accurately but what it does show - correctly - is that
Reform is likely to win an awful lot of divisions right the

Constituency vote %vote
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From Thames-side Dartford through Northfleet, the
Isle of Sheppey and Sittingbourne; and then onto the
more resort and retirement coast: Whitstable, Herne
Bay, Margate, Broadstairs and Sandwich, then grittier
Deal, Dover and Folkestone and onto Romney Marsh,
divisions that voted Labour, recalcitrantly, in the
general election to turf the Tories out are, seemingly,
about to go Reform in sizeable amounts.
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Even though they failed to break through in any
constituencies in Kent last July, Reform polled at least
one vote in five in every constituency within the county
council bar two; and one in four in Sittingbourne and
Folkestone.

Nor was the Reform vote unprecedented. In the 2013
county council elections, UKIP won seventeen seats:
seven in Thanet district, four in what was then Shepway
(Folkestone and Hythe), three in Swale, two in
Canterbury (Herne Bay) and even one in Tunbridge
Wells - it is not true that this district is solely an
incubator of liberalism.

UKIP polled more than 30% of the vote in 22 divisions:
but were disadvantaged by the electoral playing field
being less fractured twelve years ago, thus facing a
much larger Conservative vote even these relatively
impressive vote shares could not overcome.

The big question these elections on May 1 will answer
is: if UKIP could do this well while polling around 15%
nationally in April 2013, how much better will Reform
do in an election where they're polling at least ten
percentage points better?

In many of these divisions, Reform is absolute catnip to
the sort of demographics that live here. Reform's rise
will not have been even: they will have picked up a lot
more support in Ramsgate than Richmond-upon-
Thames, for example.

This is not purely speculation. Already two
Conservative county councillors - both in divisions
Reform has a strong shot at winning - have defected to
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them and in autumn last year the party won a by-
election in Dartford's Swanscombe and Greenhithe
division off the local residents' association there.

Dawn pm. Johnson Lab
Carol M, Bl Res
LauraHk g die Con
James M, wiyis S

LD

There are plenty of reasons to be a bit cautious about
this result given the atypical strength of the Northfleet
and Greenhithe Residents' Association and the
dreadful 15% turnout, but this does highlight two or
three of the likely features of the elections on May 1st.

First, Reform is very much more likely to win seats on
relatively unimpressive vote shares than UKIP was able
toin 2013. Second, Reform took almost as many Labour
votes as Conservative: this election will not just be a
rerun of the 2024 general election where Labour
hardly had to add any support while Reform destroyed
the Conservatives.
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Kent divisions in which UKIP polled above 30% in the 2013 county
council elections

%vote
Swale West 514
Birchington and Villages 46.7
Sheppey 44.3
Romney Marsh 39.0
Ramsgate 384
Broadstairs 37.7
Margate 36.3
Tunbridge Wells Rural 35.7
Dover West 35.6
Tunbridge Wells West 33.4
Folkestone West 33.2
Cliftonville 33.1
Ashford Rural South 32.2
Herne Bay East 32.1
Sittingbourne North 32.1
Malling Rural East 32.0
Maidstone Rural West 31.0
Herne Village and Sturry 30.9
Maidstone Rural North 30.8
Whitstable West 30.8
Sevenoaks North East 30.6

Tunbridge Wells East 30.6

Note also that the Swanscombe and Greenhithe result
came before the big surge in Reform support nationally:
that occurred in the new year of 2025. This division
gave UKIP a 20.1% vote share in 2013 which, while
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Dartford Swanscombe
East & Greenhithe

Sevenoaks
North and

Canterbury City North
CCS  Canterbury City South
GE Gravesend East

MC  Maidstone Central
MNE Maidstone North East
Ms Maidstone South

MSE  Maidstone South East
N&GW Northfleet and Gravesend West
SRNE Sevenoaks Rural North East
TWE Tunbridge Wells East

TWN Tunbridge Wells North

decent, doesn't put it close to the party's best showings
in Kent (in part, no doubt, because many of the
Residents' Association voters might have otherwise
backed UKIP or Reform). If we combine the Reform and
Residents Association vote in the by-election (and
that's not unreasonable given if they'd wanted to vote
Conservative or Labour they would have) it's 45%.
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The Electoral Calculus MRP, if borne out in real votes in
real ballot boxes, will be devastating for Labour: the
party that holds eight (and a half - the Aylesford portion
of the Chatham constituency) of the thirteen
constituencies Kent county council covers.

The party goes into these elections with just six seats -
a dire number already - and, according to the MRP, will
end up with half that number: all from atypical, liberal,
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studenty, affluent Canterbury. Those are the two
Canterbury city divisions plus Whitsable West. The
seats it could lose are (one in) Ramsgate, (one in)
Northfleet & Gravesend West, Dartford East and
Folkestone East; plus one they've already lost to a
defection to independent in Margate.

Where should Labour be expecting to win? It's too
simple just to answer "in all the divisions Reform are
challenging in". In Thanet, for example, Labour has
never been competitive in the rural Birchington and
Villages division. Broadstairs has never elected Labour
county councillors either, and Cliftonville only twice.
But Labour is competitive in, for example, Tunbridge
Wells North (Southborough) where Reform almost
certainly won't do very well.

The problem is that Labour performed so poorly in
2021 that there aren't that many divisions it narrowly
missed, let alone won. There are just twelve, and this
list includes Swanscombe & Greenhithe where, as
we've already seen, Reform has leapfrogged them.

Tunbridge Wells North is Labour's best chance of a
gain: they were just eighty votes short (1.3%). In district
elections Tunbridge Wells voters have been astute in
working out which party has had the best shot at
ousting a deeply unpopular Conservative council and
herding behind it. Labour is pretty strong in the
Southborough area though boundary changes last year
somewhat weakened them on the district council.
Nonetheless, Tunbridge Wells North, despite not
sounding much like somewhere Labour can win, is.
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Then comes 2-councillor Northfleet & Gravesend
West, which they split with the Conservatives last
time. The Tory majority was 206 or 2.5%. Neigh-
bouring Gravesend East is also a 2-councillor division
and the second-placed Tory won by 478 or 5.8%.

There are no easy Labour targets in Dartford; nor is
Swanley, just across the boundary in Sevenoaks
district and nestled against the edge of London,
winnable for Labour anymore. We also have to pass
through Swale: Sittingbourne, Sheppey and Faversham
as this does not look like fruitful ground for Labour
either, at least based on recent county elections.

But, while we're in Swale, the Conservatives would like
three more divisions there: Faversham is Lib Dem and
they lead by a healthy 868 (14%); Swale East is Green
by 624 (10.5%) and an independent holds Swale West
by 651 (12%). The Tories may like them but probably
won't get them. Any of them.

Whitstable West - the one division Electoral Calculus
has Labour gaining - which is in Canterbury district
despite being some distance from the city - had a
Conservative majority of just 186 votes (3.3%).

Labour held, but has lost because their councillor left
the party, Margate and they'll want it back. But they
only scraped in by 84 votes last time: it's not secure.
Elsewhere in Thanet Ramsgate is Labour's only
possible gain. Another 2-councillor division, Ramsgate
elected one Conservative and one Labour, but a Green
took the first runner-up spot in a close three-way race.
The Tory majority over Labour is 889 or 10.5%.
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South into Dover district and Labour has two top
prospects, both 2-councillor divisions. The first is
Dover Town, where the Tories were ahead by just 352
or 5.3%; then Deal & Walmer: 900 or 10.2%.

In next-door Folkestone & Hythe, Labour holds
Folkestone East (though not by much: 192 or 5.5%)
and would like to at least add Folkestone West (313 -
6.4%) to their stack. The Greens have already gained, in
a by-election, their top target here of Hythe West and
would like to add Elham Valley, a more rural division
on the way north to Ashford. They were 474 or 13.1%
adrift here last time.

Labour should also really have a foothold in Ashford
given they represent the constituency for the first time
ever. As the town has grown rapidly it has shed plenty
of its rural, mainly Conservative-voting surrounds
(much of what is now the Weald of Kent constituency
originates from Ashford).

Labour won nothing in Ashford last time, but only
narrowly lost Ashford South by 88 votes (2.7%). The
Greens won Ashford East with the Conservatives
second, and if a large chunk of that Green vote was an
anti-main parties protest vote that could switch to
Reform, the Tories might fancy their chances there:
they missed by 426 (10.2%).

The Conservatives will also be eyeing a couple of
divisions in Maidstone, a town which likes voting Lib
Dem in district elections but where they struggle a lot
more in county and parliamentary elections.
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Maidstone Central split 1
Conservative, 1 Lib Dem last time, and the Greens and
Reform all have decent bases of support in this large
division. The Tory councillor won by 1,277 (14.8%) last
time but the Lib Dem only just edged in, by 318 or 3.7%.

Two-councillor

The Lib Dem grip is even shakier in next door
Maidstone North East: 115 or 2.5%. But, on the other
side of the ledger, the Tories are only ahead in
Maidstone South by 310 or 7.4%. This division
contains Shepway and Park Wood which were great
neighbourhoods for UKIP and should be far better
hunting ground for Reform than the Lib Dems.

The Lib Dems gained Sevenoaks Town by just 179 or
2.8% last time and this is the only competitive division
in Sevenoaks district.

The Greens got a massive vote in 2-member
Tonbridge: their top candidate won over 6,346 votes
here last time, but in part this is because it is a huge
division with 28,000 electors. The Conservatives polled
4,608 so the second Green councillor was only seven
percentage points ahead. It's highly unlikely the Tories
will regain Tonbridge but it's not a shockproof majority.

The Electoral Calculus MRP had Reform winning 41
seats in Kent, the Conservatives 24, Lib Dems 9, Labour
3, the Greens 2 and 1 independent. That would give
Reform a 2-seat majority on one of the largest councils
in England. It would, of course be a seismic realignment
of politics and give both main parties a lot to fear: no
longer notional fear but actual evidence of the threat
Reform poses to both. But let's see if Reform can
actually achieve such a result first.
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Key seats

Labour targets . Reform UK targets .
» Ashford South (Con) " » Ashford Central (Con) » Gravesend East (2 Con) "
» Deal & Walmer (2 Con) » Ashford East (Con) » Herne Bay East (Con)
» Dover Town (2 Con) » Ashford Rural South (Con) » Hythe West (Con)
» Folkestone West (Con) » Birchington and Rural (2 Con) » Romney Marsh (Con)
» Gravesend East (2 Con) » Broadstairs (Con) » Maidstone North East (Con)
» Northfleet & Gravesend W.(1Con)  » Cheriton, Sandgate » Maidstone Rural South (Con)
» Ramsgate (1 Con) and Hythe East (Con) » Maidstone South (Con)
» Swanscombe & Greenhithe (Ref) » Cliftonville (Con) » Margate (Con)
» Tunbridge Wells North (Con) » Dartford East (Con) » Northfleet and Gravesend West
» Whitstable West (Con) » Dartford North East (Con) (1Con, 1 Lab)
» Maidstone Rural South (Con) » Ramsgate (2 Con)
. » Dartford West (Con) » Sheppey (1 Con, 1 Ind)
Lib Dem targets » Dover North (Con) » Sittingbourne North (Con)
Maidstone Central » Dover Town (2 Con) » Sittingbourne South (Con)
(1 Con) » Dover West (Con) » Swale East (Grn)
Tunbridge Wells East (Heritage) » Deal and Walmer (2 Con) » Swale West (Ind)
Tunbridge Wells Rural (Con) » Elham Valley (Con) » Swanley (Con)
Tunbridge Wells South (Con) » Folkestone East (Lab) » Tunbridge Wells Rural (Con)
» Folkestone West (Con) » Whitstable West (Con)

Tunbridge Wells West (Con)

Maidstone Central (1 Con)

Conservative targets

Green targets

. » Ashford East (Grn)
» Elham Valley (Con) " » Dartford North East (Lab)

» Northfleet & '
Gravesend W (1 Lab) ‘

» Ramsgate (1 Lab)

» Sevenoaks Town (LD)

» Swale East (Grn)

» Swale West (Ind)

» Tonbridge (2 Grn)

» Maidstone Central » Faversham (LD)
(1Con, 1LD) » Folkestone East (Lab)
» Ramsgate (1 Con, 1 Lab) » Maidstone Central (1 LD)
» Maidstone North East (LD)
» Margate (Ind elected as Lab)

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 91



You know we runa common-sense.
e e o e s L o s Y —
thumping. Justafocus on ordinary families and team to Kent County Council

100% COMMIIN
DANNY NICKLEN mm%%mmwﬁm

Deor r:siJcn-F,

pe e.
residents with their ¢ 5
| also know lot KCC from the inside 382 former
help me hit the ground running: =
i cians but thisis 3 LOCAL election
e = o ets done. Some new parties |rmd!yA claim
pefore - but

MAIDSTONE cﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ-uﬁbﬁ REFORM!

Reform Education “

Reform local planning \ = 3
Reform Transport » ‘ ﬁ

Reform Education
ng resident of Maidstone and & student at the
He's running R UK to stand up fo
!

who've been
nd the elderly resid

rtainty under the current admin

moved to Maidstone from Lond

omas on bahalf of Olver SAdSNE, Jarvis & Reform UK, 124 Clty RO
" sadon ECIV 2NY. Printed nyvmmn.:v@mmwmaw

Gui
uide to the 2025 Council Elections

YOUR CANDIDATES FOR

TONBRIDGE

“Together we
can make hewphe
;I'Oinbridgo your voice for
fairer, more e
isretend change and
<\ - will work hard
°' 'Hmo:dnhle. - N . to rebuild and
Votator allum Lake restore our =
community.” Catherine Tuke

Catmarin has vwd ks i .
Sty wter

change.” Comam e
abeuA vee a medsarty. sl
i,

92



Lancashire

For a county in which Labour holds every
constituency bar two (Blackburn excluded
because it's not within the county area) at
the moment, Lancashire county council has
proved very tricky for the party to win.

Right now they are nowhere close to a
majority: in fact down six from the 32 they
won in 2021 because of the fall-out from the
anti-Semitism debacle that cost them the
2024 Rochdale by-election to George
Galloway.

As with Durham, Nottinghamshire, Derby-
shire and Kent the downfall of the
Conservatives from their 2021 high will not
necessarily benefit Labour despite their
sudden dominance of Lancashire's
constituencies.

Labour can regard themselves as
fortunate that Blackburn, which they
lost to a pro-Gaza independent at the
general election; and Blackpool,
emerging as one of Reform's
strongest areas, don't elect
to the county council being
unitary authorities, and so
won't vote on 1st May.

OO
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Changes 2021-2025

2021 council election 48 32 2 2
2022 - defection: Loraine Hall, Accrington North - Lab to Con 49 31 2 2
2023 - by-election: Chorley Rural West - Lab gain from Con 48 32 2 2
2023 - suspension: Azhar Ali, Nelson East - Lab to Ind 48 31 2 3
2023 - defection: Usman Arif, Burnley North East - Lab to Ind 48 30 2 4
2023 - defection: Mohammed Igbal, Brierfield and Nelson West - Lab to Ind 48 29 2 5
2023 - defection: Yousuf Motala, Preston City - Labto Ind 48 28 2 6
2023 - defection: Sobia Malik, Burnley Central East - Lab to Ind 48 27 2 7
2025 - defection: Ged Mirfin, Ribble Valley North East - Con to Ref 47 27 2 8
2025 - defection: Matthew Salter, Wyre Rural Central - Con to Ref 46 27 2 9
2025 - vacancy, Lorraine Beavers MP, Fleetwood East, Lab 46 26 2 9
Current 46 26 2 9

But both of these interests: one on Labour's left and the
other to its right [far right if Labour's spin is to be
believed] have plenty of other opportunities in these
elections. Independents have already proved in last
year's district elections that they can win seats in the
heavily-Muslim wards of Burnley and Nelson.

Azhar Ali himself, the former Labour leader in
Lancashire and Rochdale by-election candidate,
represents Nelson and is defending his seat as an
independent. Labour seats in central Preston especially
may also be at risk from pro-Gaza independents, some
of whom have left Labour over the issue.

Meanwhile Reform poses a risk across the south of the
county especially, in districts like Rossendale and
Hyndburn; the whiter wards in Burnley, and maybe in
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parts of Chorley where the Conservative challenge has
rapidly diminished in recent years. If Reform are doing
really serious damage to Labour then even their rock-
solid seats in the deprived new town of Skelmersdale
might be in jeopardy, especially if the party in
government struggles to turn what it believes is still its
vote out.

The Conservatives too will be harmed by Reform,
especially in heavily-Leave voting areas like Fleetwood,
Cleveleys, perhaps Lytham and St Annes, in rural Ribble
Valley and Pendle, and through to West Lancashire.

Lancashire is the most northerly of the super-counties:
those with around a million voters (over a million with
Blackburn, Darwen and Blackpool), and it's certainly
one of the most diverse, running from the fishing port of
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Morecambe through the cities of Lancaster and
Preston, the latter once a weaving Mecca and now a hub
of the aerospace industry, across the river Ribble to
Leyland, Chorley, Ormskirk and Skelmersdale, and then
east up the side of the Pennines to Clitheroe, Nelson,
Accrington and Burnley.

%vote

Constituency vote

Morecambe and Lancaster have little in common with
Ormskirk and Skelmersdale; Lytham and St Annes no

connection with  Brierfield or Oswaldtwistle.
Morecambe relies on fishing, the Ribble Valley on
farming, Lancaster on its university, the Pennine towns
came to affluence through their dark satanic mills and
then decline as they closed. Cleveleys, Poulton and
Lytham are more affluent suburbs of Blackpool beyond
the city.
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There are significant Muslim populations in the south of
the county while the north is overwhelmingly white. All
this is a long-winded way of saying that there are all
sorts of political cross-currents in Lancashire: it does
not necessarily vote one way all at once. These county
elections will probably emphasise this electoral reality
more emphatically than ever.

We have no hard data on Reform's strength in council
elections so we cannot analyse the divisions they are
challenging in the way we can Conservative, Labour, Lib
Dem and Green. So, again, we need to rely on somewhat
less reliable indicators: the party's performance in last
year's general election, the local election MRP that has
been conducted by Electoral Calculus, how these areas
voted in the 2016 EU referendum and, before that, how
UKIP performed in the 2013 county council elections.

Reform's weakest area is almost certain to be the
district of Lancaster: a vastly larger district than just the
county town itself. Other than Preston, the two
constituencies here: Morecambe and Lunesdale and
Lancaster & Wyre, gave Reform fewest votes in the
county in the general election. Surprisingly, given that
the two are somewhat different demographically, there
was very little difference in how many votes Reform
took in each. But if there are any possibilities for the
party in the far north of Lancashire they will be in
Morecambe, not Lancaster.

The two are separated, more or less, by the river Lune,
but they form a broadly contiguous urban area from the
quite isolated Heysham peninsula, north to Morecambe,
then east to Skerton and across the river into Lancaster
and Scotforth, where the university campus is.
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There are four marginal divisions in these two towns.
The Liberal Democrats, from essentially nowhere, came
within three votes of ousting Labour in Morecambe
Central on a 23% swing last time. There is no modern
day liberal tradition in Morecambe and, although the
Lib Dems then went on to win Poulton ward in the 2023
district elections, most of it is in Morecambe South, not
Central. The district wards within this division: West
End and Westgate, stayed Labour in 2023 and Electoral
Calculus has them retaining this division. But tenacious
Lib Dem campaigning, now with a councillor base in the
town, could easily buck that forecast.

Reform may have a shot at all three Morecambe
divisions. The constituency as a whole voted 58% Leave
in the EU referendum and the town may have been
somewhat more strongly for withdrawal. UKIP almost
won the former Morecambe West division (which is
now South) in 2013, taking 35% - they polled 22% in
South (now Central) and didn't contest North. The
Electoral Calculus MRP suggests their best shot is
Morecambe South - which bears out that strong UKIP
showing in West twelve years ago.

Labour will also want to win Conservative-held
Morecambe South, where they were 376 (10.6%) short
last time. If the Conservatives were ahead by ten points
in the 2021 county elections nationally and Labour is
perhaps two points ahead of them now, that's a six point
swing which would make Morecambe South winnable.

But that's without factoring in the entrance of Reform
and we need to recall that sizeable UKIP vote from
2013. If the Reform vote is not too great, they will
presumably pull more votes off the Conservative stack
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and help Labour; but if it is around or exceeds 35% that
could well be enough to beat both main parties. On the
same theme, if the Lib Dems remain strong in Central
splitting the left-of-centre vote, that's how Reform
could win there too.

Heysham is theoretically Labour's top target in the
county: the Conservatives won here by just 140 votes
(4.0%). But it's not an easy division for them to win:
they only tend to do so in landslide years. 2025 doesn't
look like it's going to be one of those, and the result last
time was so close because an independent took 19%,
almost entirely off the Conservative stack of votes. He's
not standing this time, though Reform of course is, but
that tiny lead is a little misleading: it's a better prospect
for the Tories than it appears.

The fourth seat that looks dodgy is Lancaster East.
Here the incumbents are Labour and the challengers
the Greens. Greens already hold Lancaster Central -
have done since 2001 making this (I think) their longest-
held county division in England. They were 228 or 5.7%
behind four years ago and hold both the district wards:
Bulk, and John O'Gaunt, that contribute to this county
division, so are clear favourites here this time.

The Conservatives absolutely tanked in Lancaster in the
2023 district elections winning just five seats and, if
they haven't recovered a fair bit from that debacle then
the three rural, outlying divisions they hold will fall,
even though they look plenty safe on the 2021
numbers. Lancaster Rural East has a Tory majority of
860 (19.2%), Lancaster Rural North 1,166 (29.2%) and
Morecambe North which extends far beyond the town,
1,187 (30.5%). Labour was second in all three last time
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but, if change is a-coming, it'll most likely be the Greens
challenging in Rural North and Morecambe North and
the Lib Dems in Rural East.

South of Lancaster is Wyre district, named after the
river that twines through its midst, and no relation at all
to Wyre Forest in Worcestershire. There are three
distinct parts to Wyre: isolated Fleetwood north of
Blackpool and across the Wyre estuary from the rest of
the district, Cleveleys: the relatively affluent Blackpool
suburb, then sparsely-populated rural Wyre around
Garstang.

Fleetwood is usually a Labour town though they have
been misfiring a bit since 2010. This area was heavily
Leave like Blackpool and, while UKIP couldn't win here
in 2013, they did in the 2019 districts before swinging
to the Conservatives in 2021.

Neither Fleetwood division looks particularly at risk:
new Blackpool North Labour MP Lorraine Beavers won
Fleetwood East last time by 871 or 26.9% (Reform
stood here in 2021 and took just 3.2%, back when it was
little more than an anti-Lockdown, anti-vaccine crank
outfit). Fleetwood West & Cleveleys West, meanwhile,
was Conservative by the closer, but hardly close, margin
of 740 (19.8%). But Reform are forecast to take both
plus Cleveleys East which elected the Conservatives
with 69% of the vote last time. It'd be a massive collapse
for the Tories to lose here. The three rural Wyre
divisions are all forecast to stay Conservative.

Woyre covers the area north and north east of Blackpool,
while Fylde covers the peninsula south and south east
of it. In the sense that both are innately Conservative
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they behave similarly but Fylde - Lytham, St Annes and
the countryside west of Preston - has a much stronger,
enduring independent tradition.

The Conservatives hold all six divisions in Fylde and
Reform may poll well in Lytham and St Annes. But last
time it was independents who threatened to win in two.
The Tories held Lytham by just 181 (3.9%) which
suggests there is a big non-Conservative vote for
Reform to target there; and Fylde East by 150 (4.0%).
Electoral Calculus forecasts an independent gain in this
division but the Conservatives have won two Fylde
district wards in by-elections since the general election,
so maybe not. What is certain is that Labour, Lib Dems
and Greens will not be challenging in any of these.

Completing the authorities covering this normally
deeply  blue  mid-Lancashire  countryside s
geographically huge, sparsely populated Ribble Valley,
centred on the market town of Clitheroe. Labour gained
Ribble Valley in last year's general election after the
Conservative vote collapsed by 26.5 percentage points.
Labour was helped, somewhat, by the constituency
boundaries being redrawn significantly to include a
chunk of Preston but even so, the Tories should not
have come anywhere close to losing what used to be
one of their safest seats.

That said, Ribble Valley has a little bit of a record of
political upsets: in 1991 when John Major sent the
seat's Tory MP David Waddington, off to the Lords
creating a by-election, Ribble Valley elected a Lib Dem
MP on a 25% swing. The losing Conservative then, as in
2024 was Nigel Evans. Labour polled just 8% in that by-
election.
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Of Ribble Valley's four county divisions the
Conservatives really should only need to fret about
Clitheroe - almost certainly a write-off for them. Last
time the Lib Dems came just twelve votes short but
Labour should be winning here: they were 577 behind
(13.1%). The Tories won with just 29.8% last time and,
with Reform's arrival on the scene the winner - which
could well be them - may well get across the line with
even fewer votes and a much lower share.

The remaining three divisions: Longridge & Bowland
(1,624 - 43.9%), Ribble Valley North East (1,686 -
35.0%), where their incumbent has defected to Reform
UK, and Ribble Valley South West (2,241 - 50.4%) all
look secure for the Tories.

The Electoral Calculus MRP went slightly loopy when
analysing what might happen in Preston this election. It
forecast Reform winning six of the nine and Labour left
with just Preston City and Preston Central West. This
is likely to be wrong both in terms of the Reform sweep
and the seats Labour may hold because Preston's
politics, with its sizeable Muslim population, has been
affected by the Gaza conflict and the fallout from the
expulsion of Labour's Lancashire leader, Azhar Ali.

The majority of long-time Preston Labour MP Sir Mark
Hendrick crashed to just 5,291 at the general election
with a 22-point drop in Labour share as part of the
trend across constituencies with large Muslim
electorates.

Although Ali represents a division in Pendle not Preston
Yousuf Motala, the county councillor for Preston City,
resigned from the party branding it racist and of
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condoning a genocide in Gaza. He is contesting his
division as an independent. Independents are standing
in four others, so what is typically going to be a 5-way
fight in most of Lancashire is a 6-way fight in much of
the city. The prospect of even more fragmented results
in the part of the county that is usually massively safe
for Labour is high but Preston, because it has several
divisions, will be one of the best measures of how
potent the Muslim backlash against the party remains a
year on from the general election.

Clearly if Labour loses twenty two points of support
across the board in Preston, as they did in the general
election (they won't), then depending where that vote
goes, most of its safe Labour seats become vulnerable.
Only Preston Central East, which then won with 76%
last time, City - Motala's ward - and Preston South East
would be safe.

But the presence of independents, even where they
don't really have a chance of prevailing, could have
knock-on effects. Independents won't win Preston
North, for example, but Labour has been making
inroads at district level into these northern suburban
wards. The party was 880 votes (19.4%) short in
Preston North last time - a lot but not impossible given
that they have been winning Garrison consistently since
2018, Sharoe Green in 2023 and the Lib Dems have
taken Garrison off the Tories: all district wards that
contribute to Preston North.

The expectation would have been that Reform would

pull the Conservatives close to defeat and a swing back
to Labour would do the rest, but if independents take
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out a large block of Labour's vote an 880 majority may
be enough for the Tories to hold on.

Likewise, the Conservatives were not all that far behind
Labour (359, 12.9%) in Preston East, a division that only
once hasn't elected Labour. There isn't an independent
challenge in East but both the Lib Dems and TUSC could
become receptacles of disillusioned Labour votes -
maybe even Reform among a different set of unhappy
Labour voters.

The Conservatives got close to the Lib Dems in Preston
West (136, 3.7%) last time but they're almost certainly
too weak now to overturn the majority here. But they
should hold Preston Rural - if they don't they're going
to have a very, very small group indeed.

The river Ribble divides north Lancashire from south:
the south is far more populous, more built-up and
usually the much more competitive end of the county.

South Ribble district, shaped like a baby dragon [it is - go
look at it - ed], contains the Preston suburbs south of
the river - affluent areas like Penwortham, and then a
band of neighbourhoods that continue south through
Leyland all the way to Chorley.

This patch contains a stack of marginals, mostly Labour
targets because the party did so poorly here last time.
For starters there is Leyland South, a town synonymous
with poorly-run, strike-bound, failing nationalised
industries producing products that were poor quality
and undesirable. Decades have elapsed since the era of
British Leyland embarrassments but Leyland remains a
working class industrial town, specialising in churning
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out Dr Oetker pizzas and infrastructure maintenance
companies.

The Conservatives just edged Leyland South, which
always voted Labour until 2009 and hasn't since. Their
majority is 250 (6.8%). Of similar scale of vulnerability,
but with a slightly better recent history of Labour
winning, is Lostock Hall & Bamber Bridge: Tory
majority 274 or 7.5%. Then comes the division
immediately to the north: Penwortham East & Walton-
le-Dale, which has a 390 (10.5%) Conservative lead.

The three remaining Conservative-held divisions: Moss
Side & Farington, South Ribble East and South Ribble
West, all should be safe, as should be the Lib Dem
division of Penwortham West, and the sole Labour
division of Leyland Central - though Reform might
fancy a go here.

Just over the border in Chorley, the constituency of the
Commons Speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle, are three more
vulnerable Conservative divisions. They won Clayton
with Whittle by 218 (5.1%), Chorley Rural West by
350 or 7.5% and Hoghton & Wheelton by 404 (10.2%).
This once Conservative-leaning  district and
constituency has so moved from the party that even
Euxton, Buckshaw & Astley, where they had an 843
majority (17.7%) in 2021 may not be secure, though
they are at least still competitive here in district council
elections. Electoral Calculus has Labour gaining Euxton,
Clayton and Hoghton but Reform winning Rural West,
wiping the Conservatives out in Chorley district at
county level.
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AccS Accrington South

BCW Burnley Central West

CW Clayton with Whittle

LC Leyland Central

LS Leyland South

LHBB Lostock Hall and Bamber Bridge
MS&F Moss Side and Farington

P Cit Preston City

PCE Preston Central East

PCW Preston Central West

PSE Preston South East

PSW Preston South West

PE  Penwortham East and Walton-le-Dale

‘Whitworth
&Bacup
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The somewhat misnamed district of West Lancashire
(South West Lancashire, surely: West Lancs is Blackpool
and Fylde) is traditionally a battle between
overwhelmingly Labour Skelmersdale and the rest of
the district, centred on Ormskirk. Labour still dominates
Skelmersdale but Ormskirk has swung strongly from
the Conservatives in the past quarter century and now
has a Labour county councillor. Because the area is so
polarised there is only one Labour target here:
Burscough & Rufford, just north of Ormskirk, where
the Tories defend a 352 (8.4%) majority.

The Tories may have hoped to flip Skelmersdale East
which, though it contains a chunk of this deprived new
town, winds up the eastern side of the district where
the Conservatives do a lot better. Labour won here by
367 (9.7%) last time.

But there is another force in West Lancashire: the
localist Our West Lancashire (OWL). They hold a few
seats in and around Ormskirk on the district council and
are faint challengers in two county divisions:
Conservative-held West Lancashire East (431, 10.0%)
and Labour-held Ormskirk (602, 13.7%).

Localist parties (and Greens and Lib Dems) tend to do
better in district elections, partly because wards are
smaller than divisions, the services are closer to the
people (and arguably less substantial than, say,
education and social care - though tell the people of
Birmingham that refuse collection isn't a substantial
issue). So it's harder for OWL to break through.
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They still could, especially in the Conservative division
given their drop in popularity since 2021, but it'll be a
big fight for them to break onto the county council.

We are left with four districts in south east Lancs:
Pendle, Hyndburn, Burnley and Rossendale. There are
big bust-ups a plenty in this corner. It is also the part of
the county in which Reform should do best.

Hyndburn, based on Accrington, is one of the classic
long-term marginals in British politics, albeit a Labour-
leaning one. Right now Labour holds just two of the six
county seats, having lost Accrington North to a
defection to the Conservatives. The defector isn't
defending her seat and Labour won with 54% last time.
This might have been a Labour vulnerability had a pro-
Gaza independent stood, but it's a four-way contest and
Labour should get their seat back.

Accrington South was a Conservative gain last time:
the first time they'd won here since 1977. But it's very
vulnerable: their majority is 213 (6.1%). Former
Hyndburn MP Graham Jones, who was suspended from
the party when he got caught up in the Rochdale by-
election Anti-Semitism furore, and was prevented from
trying to win Hyndburn back last year, is the Labour
candidate in this division.

Even closer is the 2-councillor division of Great
Harwood, Rishton & Clayton which elected one
Conservative, one Labour last time. Both councillors
have majorities of similar size: 310 and 316.

Labour holds the mouthful that is Accrington West &
Oswaldtwistle Central by 200 (4.6%). And
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Oswaldtwistle, held by Peter Britcliffe, the father of
former Hyndburn Tory MP Sarah Britcliffe, was won by
668 or 18.8%. Mr Britcliffe lost his district council seat
in this areas last year to Labour. The Electoral Calculus
MRP has every single Hyndburn division going to
Reform UK.

This too is predicted to be the fate of every incumbent
county councillor in neighbouring Rossendale: surely
the most marginal district council in England?

There are five county divisions in Rossendale of which
Labour holds three and the Conservatives two. All are
far from secure, as both that MRP and the results last
time show. The Conservatives held Whitworth &
Bacup: the far south eastern corner of Lancashire, by
just 60 votes or 2% over a Community First candidate.

Labour gained three Rossendale divisions in 2021.
Rossendale East |looks fairly comfortably Labour: they
won by 535 (15.4%), until you notice that the former
Conservative councillor there, Jimmy Eaton, stood
against his former party splitting their vote evenly.
Combined, the Conservative-Independent vote of
1,801 easily exceeded Labour's 1,445. Labour gained
Rossendale West by a much more typical (for this
district 77 (1.9%) and Mid Rossendale by just 60 (1.4%).
Finally Rossendale South went Conservative by 334
(9.0%) - a comparative landslide.

Finally we move to Burnley and Pendle, where the
politics of Gaza return with a vengeance.

Burnley is a turbulent district and constituency, electing
Labour, Lib Dem and Conservative MPs in recent times,
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as well as having a sizeable BNP group on the local
council. Padiham & Burnley West division even elected
a BNP county councillor in 2009 and UKIP's only county
councillor in England in 2017.

Burnley has four central district wards that have a
substantial Muslim majority within them, and pro-Gaza
independents took three off Labour at last year's
district elections. Fortunately for Labour, there was no
pro-Gaza independent or Workers Party (George
Galloway's latest party) candidate in the general
election, else they might not have regained the
constituency (their MP has since been suspended as
part of the Andrew Gwynne WhatsApp scandal).

It's also fortunate for Labour that all three of these
now-independent district wards are packed into one
county division: Burnley Central East, whose
councillor, Sobia Malik was one of those who left the
party after the Azhar Ali Rochdale controversy. She is
not contesting the ward against Labour however; and
not only is the Workers Party standing but so too are
two Muslim independents. They may split the anti-
Labour vote to help Labour cling onto what should be a
safe division but probably won't look it after 1st May.

Labour may be vulnerable in the adjoining Burnley
North East division. The district wards here include
Lanehead, the fourth of those Muslim-majority wards
which Labour held - but only by three votes last year.
The incumbent county councillor Usman Arif also
defected from Labour and is contesting this ward as an
independent - without any other candidates competing
with him for the same bloc of votes.

102



The Greens gained Burnley Central West last time
after a huge surge in support (up twenty-one points),
with Labour's incumbent county councillor crashing to
fourth place with just 15.5%. The Conservatives were
the runners up in 2021 251 votes (7.3%) behind the
Green, Andy Fewings. The Greens defended this seat in
a 2023 by-election, winning 630 with Labour recovering
to take 583 and the Conservatives on 574: but clearly
this division is far from secure.

The Greens will also be having a go at Burnley Rural
which Conservative Cosima Towneley holds by 606 or
14.8%. Former Lib Dem Burnley MP Gordon Birtwistle
is standing here for his party and this division was Lib
Dem a couple of times before the Tories nabbed it in
2017, but the party only polled 19% here in 2021 and
are unlikely to revive.

And the marginals here keep coming. Burnley South
West was a three-way battle last time with Labour
gaining the seat off the Lib Dems but with just 24.8%
and by only five votes. The ousted Lib Dem incumbent,
Jeff Sumner took 24.6% and the Conservative was only
58 votes behind Labour on 23.1%. Sumner is standing
again for the Lib Dems and Neil Mottershead, who
stood as an independent last time winning 22.8%, is
standing for the Conservatives this. There is a new
Labour candidate.

Finally for Burnley there is the most turbulent of all this
district's wards: Padiham & Burnley West. The UKIP
county councillor who won in 2017 defected to the
Conservatives and won the ward under his new colours
with over 62% last time. He has not chosen to switch to
Reform and is again defending his seat, which looks in
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theory safe enough given his huge percentage last time.
But Reform's Thomas Pickup will be hoping to pick up
this division and, given its history of voting for populist
and far right parties, nothing can be assumed.

The Electoral Calculus MRP has the Tories holding on
here, but it'll have been influenced by the atypical
Conservative share last time and will have paid no heed
to its UKIP and BNP history.

Central Burnley forms part of a contiguous urban area
that moves north into Brierfield and Nelson which are in
the Pendle district (though now in the Burnley
constituency). This is Azhar Ali's heartland: he
represents Nelson East and is defending his seat against
Labour.

In last year's Pendle district elections there were
shenanigans where a slate of selected Labour
candidates suddenly withdrew their nominations at the
last minute, leaving the party no chance of replacing
them. Mainly as a result Labour won zero seats in
Pendle in 2024 (there were still Labour candidates but
they were in unwinnable wards) and pro Gaza
independents won five, all in the Brierfield-Nelson
corridor.

We can't therefore tell how independents would have
fared against Labour because there were no head-to-
head fights but both Ali in Nelson East, and Mohammed
Igbal, defending Brierfield & Nelson West are going to
be very hard to beat. As with its predictions in Preston
the Electoral Calculus MRP is calling both divisions for
Reform, possibly because on a heavily split vote they
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could win. But, while other parts of Pendle are vote-
traps for Reform, these two are much less so.

The Lib Dems have a good shot of winning at least one
seat in 2-member Pendle Rural, where they were only
251 votes (3.1%) behind the lower Conservative
winner. But they have also won a recent by-election off
the Tories in the Vivary Bridge district ward (there's a
second by-election there on 1 May) which is in Pendle
Central. The Conservative majority is much larger here:
767 (22.9%) but Reform's entry and the general state of
collapse of the Tories could throw this one up in the air.
The Conservatives should be able to hold Pendle Hill:
the rural west of the district.

Because Lancashire was, even before the advent of
Reform as a serious party capable of challenging for
power, a highly competitive county with lots of marginal
seats, it has always been psephologically interesting.
Reform, with its particular appeal in the south east of
Lancashire, but stretching as far north as, perhaps,
Fleetwood and Morecambe, is likely to show it can
reach areas UKIP never could, and will certainly end up
with seats in County Hall.

Labour, which in normal times could have capitalised on
Conservative disarray after a record general election
defeat is being stymied by Reform's rise to its right and
the anger of Muslim communities over its position on
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Gaza on the left. There are further opportunities for Lib
Dems and Greens, and the highly competitive
battleground, with four, five, six or even seven
potentially strong candidates in some divisions likely to
produce surprising results.

For what it's worth, and it's going to be out some way
because of its mis-analysis of Preston and Burnley, the
Electoral Calculus MRP forecast 34 Reform councillors,
25 Conservatives, 25 Labour, 2 Greens, an independent
and a Liberal Democrat.

As with Northumberland later on in this preview, that is
clearly a big loss for the Conservatives, going from a
majority of ten to less than 30% of the seats. But looked
at in terms of the overall right-left balance on the
council it is a huge increase for the right of centre,
who'll hold two thirds of the county's seats.

If Reform do emerge as the largest party in Lancashire
they'll have, on these numbers, options for whom to
coalesce with - or to go it alone and defy the
Conservatives to vote them down. For all Nigel
Farage's claims that, on councils they'll work with
anyone it doesn't seem remotely plausible that Labour
would be willing to support them in any form. But let's
await the actual results before thinking too hard about
how these counties will be governed after 1st May.
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Key seats

®

Conservative targets

» Accrington West &
Oswaldtwistle Central (Lab)

» Burnley Central East (Lab)

» Burnley Central West (Lab)

» Great Harwood, Rishton &

Clayton (1 Lab)
» Mid Rossendale (Lab)
» Preston West (LD)

» Ribble Valley North East
(Ref elected as Con)

» Skelmersdale East (Lab)
» Wyre Rural Central (Ref)

Lib Dem targets

Burnley South West (Con)
Clitheroe (Con)
Morecambe Central (Lab)
Pendle Rural (Con)

Green targets

» Burnley Rural (Con)
» Lancaster East (Lab)

Others targets

» Ormskirk (Lab)
» West Lancashire East (Con)
» Whitworth & Bacup (Con)
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Labour targets

» Brierfield & Nelson West
(Ind elected as Lab)

» Burnley Central East
(Ind elected as Lab)

» Burnley North East
(Ind elected as Lab)

» Clitheroe (Con)

» Euxton, Buckshaw & Astley (Con)

» Great Harwood, Rishton &
Clayton (1 Con)

» Heysham (Con)

» Hoghton & Wheelton (Con)

» Leyland South (Con)

» Moss Side (Con)

» Nelson East (Ind elected as Lab)

» Penwortham East (Con)

» Preston City
(Ind elected as Lab)

» South Ribble East (Con)
» Whitworth & Bacup (Con)

Independent targets

Fylde East (Con)
Lytham (Con)

@

Gaza Ind targets b/
4‘})

Burnley Central East (Grn) "

Chorley North (Lab)
Preston East (Lab)

@

Reform UK targets 1‘ ‘“}’

» Accrington North Lab

» Accrington South (Con)

» Accrington West (Lab)

» Burscough and Rufford (Con)
Chorley Rural West (Con)
Cleveleys East (Con)
Cleveleys West (Con)
Clitheroe (Con)

Fleetwood East (Lab)
Fleetwood West (Con)
Great Harwood (Lab)
Lytham (Con)

Mid Rossendale (Lab)
Morecambe Central (Lab)
Ormskirk (Lab)
Oswaldtwistle (Con)
Padiham & Burnley West (Con)
Poulton-le-Fylde (Con)
Preston North (Con)
Preston South East (Lab)
Preston South West (Lab)
Preston West (Lab)
Rossendale East (Lab)
Rossendale South (Con)
Rossendale West (Lab)

» Skelmersdale East (Lab)

» West Lancashire East (Con)
» West Lancashire West (Con)
» Whitworth and Bacup (Con)

V VYV VvV VvV VvV VvV V VvV VV VvV VV vV VYV VvVyYVvYVYVvVY
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Leicestershire

When Kemi Badenoch told her

party that it could lose control @ @ @
- Don

of every council it was defend-

ing on 1 May she probably

doubted that her expect- @ @ @ @ @ @ @

ation management

would turn out to

=k OO 0000Q

reality.

The Conservatives @ @ R?é’;e

would have to stage

aphenomenal

collapse to lose @ @ @

Leicestershire -

especially as this is

likely to be one of

the counties where

Reform UKis a bit

weaker. @ @

The Conservatives enjoy a

majority of 25 seats on this

relatively small county council

and this is an uncontroversial, pretty @ @
well-run authority where the party Ast
has not been beset by defections, suspensions or de-

selections, and has sustained only one by-election loss.

o
@
L

o
D
>
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They hold five-and-a-bit of the seven-and-a-bit
constituencies here (Hinckley & Bosworth; Melton and
Syston; Harborough, Oadby & Wigston; Mid
Leicestershire and South Leicestershire - the bit being a
small section still joined to Rutland, which is now
twinned with the Lincolnshire town of Stamford), even
after their general election debacle.

Even in the two seats they lost: Loughborough and
North West Leicestershire, the Labour vote is highly
concentrated in intense pockets (Loughborough itself
in the former, small towns like Coalville, Ashby-de-la
Zouch and Snibston in the latter) with the
Conservatives still able to win more suburban and rural
parts of these constituencies.

With Leicester removed from Leicestershire, Labour
has no prospect of building a group capable of
challenging (though the party is in a fair bit of electoral
trouble there too at the moment, losing control of the
council in 2023 and two of the three parliamentary
constituencies in last year's general election).

Changes 2021-2025

Labour's targets here can be counted on the figures of
one hand. They already hold three divisions in
Loughborough and Braunstone, a satellite suburb of
Leicester. To these they should be able to add a fourth
Loughborough division: Loughborough South (235,
8.6%) and, if Reform zaps the Conservative vote to a
larger degree than it does Labour's, the party might just
take a fifth: Loughborough South West.

But that one has never elected a Labour county
councillor and the Tories were 900 votes ahead in
2021.

Labour can then look to winning back some ground in
North West Leicestershire but this is a constituency
the party can only win in landslide years, was very
strongly Leave (61/39) and Labour only just scraped a
win here last year (35% to 33%).

A large chunk of the voters that ousted the Tories here
seem to be swinging to Reform, not staying with
Labour.

2021 council election 42 4 9
2024 - by-election: Burbage - LD gain from Con 41 4 10
2024 - defection: Mark Frisby, Melton West - Con to Ind 40 4 10 1
2024 - defection: Mark Frisby, Melton West - Ind to Con 41 4 10
2025 - defection: Dan Harrison, Ibstock and Appleby - Conto Ind 40 4 10 1
Current 40 4 10
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Nonetheless, Labour will hope they can grab Coalville
North (228, 9.1%), which went Conservative for the
first time ever in 2021. Coalville South (896, 24.5%
over Lab) was once as promising for Labour as its
northern twin but then the Lib Dems gained it and held
it twice before the Tories ousted them last time. With
the Lib Dems out of the picture, perhaps Labour can
convince voters they are the Tories' challenger here.

Forest & Measham (506, 16.5%) and then Ashby-de-
la-Zouch (774, 19.5%) are incrementally harder but the
former was Labour until 2021. The party hasn't won
Ashby since 2001 but on a fairly evenly-divided
battleground Labour might edge in here. Beyond these
five divisions Labour's chances fade dramatically. They
have a shot at Birstall (479, 13.9%), traditionally a Lib
Dem target on the northern edge of Leicester, which
Labour advanced significantly in last time around. But
the Conservatives improved there too.

What about the Lib Dems? They have two main pockets
of support in Leicestershire: the town of Hinckley on
the edge of Warwickshire with three safe Lib Dem
divisions, and the south-eastern Leicester suburbs of
Oadby and Wigston (one of Britain's tiniest district
councils) with the adjoining Blaby & Glen Parva (464,
15.2%) and Launde (190, 4.3%) divisions either side.
They gained the division of Burbage (Con maj 270,
6.6% in 2021) which adjoins their three Hinckley seats,
in a 2024 by-election.

Because they won there, and only narrowly missed out
on the nearby division of Mallory (68, 2.0%) in 2021,
they will fancy their chances there too. But Hinckley
and Bosworth has a young, dynamic Conservative MP
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who has built a following on TikTok explaining the
minutiae of his job, and so Lib Dem progress there
might be hard work. Mallory is also a rural division so
the electoral dynamics of winning it are different to an
urban or suburban seat where campaign momentum
can be easier to build. For what it's worth (not much),
Electoral Calculus has the Lib Dems losing both
Burbage and Mallory.

The Lib Dems only narrowly lost Market Harborough
East (175, 3.9%) in 2021: the first time they had been
beaten by the Conservatives there since 1981. And
they also lost a seat in two-councillor Oadby by just
twenty-five votes. But the Electoral Calculus MRP
suggests something strange might be happening in
Oadby and W.igston because it indicates the
Conservatives could win all the county divisions there
this year.

That's surprising given the very long-lasting grip the Lib
Dems have had on this district: they've held a majority
since 1991. But these things sometimes happen to
Liberal Democrat-run councils: voters simply tire of
them and they collapse. It might be that the
Conservative resurgence in Leicester has spilt across
into these suburban satellites. It could just be that
Reform's entry into the arena creates some perverse
outcomes. Or it could be wrong.

If the Lib Dems do lose ground in Oadby and Wigston
to the Conservatives there is absolutely zero chance of
the Tories losing their council majority; and there are
no other realistic shots for the Lib Dems to offset that
loss: Market Harborough East and Mallory are it. So
let's turn to Reform.
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Leicestershire was a comfortably Leave-voting county
in 2016: 57% to 43%. And pockets of the county:
especially North West Leicestershire were even more
so. But UKIP only managed to win two divisions in the
2013 County Council elections: rural Markfield,
Desford & Thornton and the western Leicester suburb
of Glenfields, now part of a much larger division just
south of Markfield.

Constituency vote %vote

The party only exceeded 30% in four divisions. But, as
we've looked at elsewhere, the 2013 contests tended
to put UKIP up against much stronger principal
opponents. For example, in Coalville - one of the top
Reform targets this year, Labour polled 45% to win,
compared to UKIP's 29%. | suspect Labour will not poll
anything close to 45% in either Coalville division on
May 1st, the Conservatives (who only polled 16% in
2013) are now the incumbents and because the
battleground is more fragmented winners need a much
lower vote to get over the line.

Reform's targets are also somewhat different to UKIP.

The four divisions in which the party exceeded 30% of
the vote were clustered together in a band south west
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of Leicester and they might do well there, but Electoral
Calculus has the Conservatives holding all four.

Reform looks like it could potentially do best in North
West Leicestershire from Castle Donington &
Kegworth in the north to Coalville in the south - in fact
it wouldn't be completely shocking if they won the
majority of divisions in this constituency. But they also
have prospects right across the other side of the county
in the market town of Melton where they could do the
double, winning Melton East and Melton West.

Division

%vote
Markfield, Desford and Thornton 36.0

Glenfields, Kirkby Muxloe & Leics Forests 35.2
Mallory 31.0
Forest and Measham 30.5

Loughborough was the least pro-Leave district in
Leicestershire and Reform will struggle to
breakthrough there, but they could do well in
neighbouring Shephed, and depending on where the
votes it does amass in Loughborough come from create
all sorts of mischief for Labour and the Conservatives.

After all, Labour scraped Loughborough North by just
sixteen votes over the Conservatives last time and
their long-standing councillor, Betty Newton, is
stepping down this year. UKIP didn't even contest any
of the Loughborough divisions in 2013 so we have no
data on where Reform may peak, but even if they take
fractionally more votes from Labour than
Conservatives there could be tears down red rosettes
at the count.
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Illustrative map of the March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP

The Conservatives' twenty-five seat majority, while
large, would disappear with thirteen losses.

If they were solely on the defensive - and, given how

well they did in 2021 here, they should be - that could
perhaps just be within reach of being lost if each of the
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opposition parties maximise their opportunities. But as
we've seen there are some offensive targets for the
Tories too.

As well as those Lib Dem seats in Oadby and Wigston
and, perhaps, Loughborough North, they were only 129
votes behind Labour in Braunstone last time and 190
behind in rural Launde, east of Leicester. The
Conservatives probably won't win these divisions but
they're not completely out of reach given we have no
real clue how Reform will realign the battleground.

But even if the Tories did lose their majority it would
not follow that they would lose power, because the
only conceivable alternative would be a Lib-Lab-
Reform coalition, and if that happened Reform would
lose any credibility it has with its voter base.

As there is virtually no prospect of the Conservatives
being supplanted as the largest party (and probably by
some margin) the only possibilities would then be a
Tory-Reform coalition or a Conservative minority that,
more often than not would get Reform votes. It all
depends on how hungry for political power the new
Reform councillors are.
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Key seats

Conservative targets

» Braunstone (Lab)

» Burbage (LD by-election gain) "
» East Wigston (LD)

» Ibstock and Appleby (Ind elected as Con)
» Oadby (1LD)

» Launde (LD)

» North Wigston (LD)

» South and West Wigston (LD)

Labour targets

» Coalville North (Con)
» Coalville South (Con)
» Forest and Measham (Con)
» Loughborough South (Con)

Lib Dem targets

Mallory (Con)
Market Harborough East (Con)
Oadby (1 Con)
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Reform UK targets

»

» Ashby-de-la-Zouch (Con)

» Castle Donington and Kegworth (Con) "
» Coalville North (Con)

» Coalville South (Con)

» Enderby and Lubbesthorpe (Con)
» Forest and Measham (Con)

» Melton East (Con)

» Melton West (Con)

» Shepshed (Con)

» Syston Fosse (Con)

» Whitwick (Con)

Green targets

» Syston Ridgeway (Con) '
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Lincolnshire

Lincolnshire was the UKIP success story of the
2013 county council elections. The party won
sixteen councillors - a number only exceeded in
Kent (which has a much larger council) and polled
higher than 30% in nineteen divisions, with a top
share of 53% in Wainfleet, just beyond Skegness.
Those gains, coupled with eight for Labour and a
net three for the independents, cost the
Conservatives control of Lincolnshire.

Three years later, Lincolnshire voted a landslide
65% to 35% to leave the EU in that year's
referendum, with Boston district voting 76% Leave,
South Holland 74% Leave and East Lindsey (Louth,
Skegness and Horncastle) 71%. The closest Remain

came to winning anywhere in the county was in @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @
Lincoln, and even there they Leave won 57% to @ @ @ @ @ @
43%. Barr Coas
The political realignment following Brexit @ @ @ @ @ @
destroyed what few opportunities Labour had in

Lincolnshire (and, beyond Lincoln, that wasn't many @ @ @ @ @
anyway). The Conservatives won Lincoln in 2015, Ly

lost Lincoln in 2017, won Lincoln in 2019 and lost @ @ @ @
Lincoln in 2024. It's just one of those \"Y E

constituencies. Reform won Boston and Skegness

at the 2024 general election, Richard Tice winning @ @ @ @

by 2,000 after the Conservative vote crashed by 43

points.
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Changes 2021-2025

2021 council election 54 4 3 9
2025 - defection: Robert Gibson, Spalding East - Ind to Ref 54 4 3 9
2025 - defection: Manzur Hasan, Spalding West - Ind to Ref 54 4 3 9
2025 - defection: Jane King, Donington Rural - Ind to Ref 54 4 3 9
2025 - vacancy: resignation of Nicola Clarke, St Giles, Con 53 4 3 9
Current 53 4 3 9

But the Conservatives held, pretty comfortably, all
their other Lincolnshire seats, albeit with almost as
seismic collapses in their vote as in Boston and
Skegness.

There is a possibility - maybe a probability - despite the
Conservatives' 37-seat majority, that history will
repeat itself in 2025 and they will lose to no overall
control. Reform gaining control is not utterly for the
birds but it's probably too much of an ask in one go, not
least because the party is less strong away from its
fortresses around The Wash.

Reform will certainly post multiple gains up and down
the coast, and absolutely dominate in Boston district,
maybe break into the suburbs of Lincoln and Hykeham
Forum; possibly get as far inland as Horncastle and
Spalding and Market Deeping (but probably not
Stamford) and have a good go at Grantham.

But the problem UKIP came up against in 2013 remains
for Reform in Lincolnshire in a way it does not
elsewhere. There is no strong Labour or Lib Dem
presence across most of the county (though
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independents and the organised Lincolnshire
Independents party still have some game here) so there
will be far fewer wins on lower percentages where
Reform candidates can get over the line more easily.

To beat Conservative incumbents they will need bigger
piles of votes. They'll get them some places but they'll
miss in more. That said, they'll still end up with a group
larger than UKIP's sixteen from 2013. But how much
bigger?

The Electoral Calculus MRP has Reform on around
thirty seats. | suspect they might do slightly better, not
least because the three councillors they already have
here - all of them from former Independents and all in
South Holland district - are defending their seats under
their new affiliation and personal votes tend to matter
more in this corner of the county.

Reform is set to sweep five of the six divisions in
Boston, nine of twelve in East Lindsey, five of nine in
South Holland, three in South Kesteven (including the
Labour target of Grantham South); three or four in
Lincoln - | say three, EC says four - but the Lib Dems are

116



much more likely to take St Giles based on their
performances in Lincoln district elections), two in
North Kesteven: Potterhanworth and Eagle &
Hykeham West, and then Gainsborough Hill in West
Lindsey.

If Reform win Gainsborough Hill they should really take
Gainsborough Trent as well as these are pretty similar
demographically and, more importantly, quite deprived
working class divisions where Reform should be a
better fit ideologically than the Lib Dems who currently
hold the two seats.

The 2013 county council result in Lincolnshire
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%vote
Wainfleet 52.9
Boston Coastal 45.8
Boston West 44.8
Tattershall Castle 44.4
Boston North West 43.7
Holbeach 42.0
Ruskington and Cranwell 414
Spilsby Fen 41.4
Skegness North 41.4
Boston Rural 41.2
Boston East 41.1
Spalding Elloe 39.3
Spalding East 38.5
Louth Wolds 38.3
Boston South 37.8
Billinghay 37.5
Sleaford Rural 37.5
Donington Rural 37.2
Spalding South 36.6
Gainsborough Hill 36.5
Holbeach Rural 36.3
Skegness South 35.6
Bracebridge Heath and Waddington 34.6
Crowland 34.6
Woodhall Spa and Wragby 34.3
Mablethorpe 33.6
Spalding West 33.3
Hartsholme 32.1
Colsterworth Rural 31.6
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Illustrative map of the March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP

The Lib Dems could well be knocked off Lincolnshire
council: they only hold three seats as it is: those two in
Gainsborough plus the rural ward of Market Rasen
Wolds. This they gained from the Conservatives in
2021 by just fourteen votes so all three of their seats
are highly vulnerable.

To counter these losses though, there are Lib Dem
opportunities in the city of Lincoln.
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The Lib Dems have broken through in three wards on
Lincoln district council: Abbey, Glebe and Park - all
down the eastern side of the city. These three translate
into the county divisions of St Giles (Conservative-held
by 19 votes) and Park (Labour-held).

Park looks safely Labour, but then so was the district
ward until the Lib Dems gained it in an April by-election
on a massive swing. It's not obvious why Electoral
Calculus believes Reform can win St Giles: they polled
just 109 votes in Abbey in last year's local elections to
the Lib Dems' 1,050.

Constituency vote %vote

Reform votes in Lincolnshire, 2024 General Election

But they are on firmer ground in suggesting Reform
gains in the south east of Lincoln near Hykeham Forum.
UKIP won Hartsholme - the middle of the three
southern divisions - in 2013, were 228 behind the
Conservatives in what is now called Swallow Beck &
Witham; and just 90 in Birchwood. If UKIP could do
that well in the Lincoln suburbs, Reform should be able
to do better. These are all Conservative-held right now,
though Labour can win them, especially in district
elections.
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1. Birchwood 5.Hartsholme

2. Boultham 6.Park

3.Carholme 7.StGiles

4.Ermine and Cathedral  8.Swallow Beck & Witham

Stamford West
/ \
Stamford East
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Labour can only rely on two divisions: Boultham and
Carholme. Ermine & Cathedral looks safe enough
based on last year's council elections in the district
wards that comprise the division but Labour only won
the county division by three votes in 2021 (albeit that
was a gain from the Conservatives who triumphed
there by sixteen votesin 2017!)

There's no reason why these demographically similar,
neighbouring areas should be immune from this Lib
Dem surge, especially as Labour has lost getting on for
a third of its general election support in the year it has
been in government according to poll averages.

Labour does have targets elsewhere in Lincolnshire:
they've just been missing more often than hitting them
in recent elections. They should be competitive in three
divisions in Grantham: the already mentioned South
(Conservative majority: 272), but also Barrowby and
East, both of which they held routinely until 2009. But
they are 845 votes adrift of the Tories now in
Grantham Barrowby and in third place in Grantham
East, 560 behind.

Labour consistently won Louth South (it rhymes!) until
their councillor became independent before the 2021
county elections and defeated Labour crushingly (she
only won by sixty votes but that was ahead of another
independent - Labour trailed more than 400 votes
behind). She is not defending her seat this year. It may
revert to Labour but the indie runner-up last time is re-
standing and Reform will pick up a bunch of votes too.

Labour also has some record of success along the coast,
in isolated towns like Mablethorpe - they were only
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211 behind the Tories there last time; but these are
divisions Reform is almost locked-in to win this time
around. Likewise Skegness North, Boston North and
Skirbeck divisions have a decent Labour history but
firmly in the past is any hope the party had of getting
councillors elected in these places: they are all Reform
strongholds now (or will be come 1 May).

There's an interesting dynamic in Deepings East. This
has been won, off and on, for several years by Phil Dilks
- elected in 2021 as an independent but formerly
Labour (he worked as a press officer for Labour, so this
isn't a case of his political ideals waxing and waning:
just a calculation of whether standing under a party
banner would help him or not). He used to stand as
"Fair Deal Phil Dilks".

Labour gave him a free pass last time: it was a straight
fight between him and the Conservative. But this time
Labour is contesting the seat. It's unlikely Labour can
win. But it does mean Dilks won't win by anything
approaching the two thirds he managed in 2021; and
with Reform and the Lib Dems contesting the division
too this could be a bun-fight.

It's likely the Conservatives and Reform will end up
with similar numbers of seats in Lincolnshire, but with a
very small number of "others" elected alongside them
it's possible one or other could have a tiny majority. If
they fall short, those others - probably numbering no
more than ten - will have to decide which right of
centre party they want to keep in power: the somewhat
more moderate Conservatives who've just lost a huge
majority, or more Radical Reform with their dozens of
councillors lacking any experience of running a council?
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Key seats

Reform UK targets
» Alford and Sutton (Con) » Louth Wolds (Con) "
» Birchwood (Con) » Mablethorpe (Con)
» Boston Coastal (Con) » Potterhanworth and Coleby (Con)
» Boston North (Con) » Saltfleet and the Cotes (Con)
» Boston Rural (Con) » Skegness North (Con)
» Boston West (Con) » Skegness South (Con)
» Boultham (Con) » Skirbeck (Con)
» Eagle and Hykeham West (Con) » Sleaford (Con)
» Gainsborough Hill (LD) » Sleaford Rural (Con)
» Gainsborough Trent (LD) » Swallow Beck and Witham (Con)
» Grantham East (Con) » Spalding East (Con)
» Grantham South (Con) » Spalding West (Con)
» Hartsholme (Con) » Tattershall Castle (Con)
» Hough (Con) » The Suttons (Con)
» Ingoldmells Rural (Con) » Wainfleet (Con)
» Horncastle and the Keals (Con)
» Louth North (Con)
Conservative targets
Labour targets » Ermine and Cathedral (Lab)

» Birchwood (Con)

» Boultham (Con)

» Grantham South (Con)

» Louth South (Ind)

» Swallow Beck and Witham (Con)
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» Market Rasen Wolds (LD)

Lib Dem targets

Park (Lab)
Ermine and Cathedral (Lab)
St Giles (Con)
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2 vacancies

Northamptonshire county council has - had -
the unenviable record of being the first
British council to declare Section 114
"bankruptcy”. As part of the rescue package,
the county and seven districts were
abolished and two unitary councils created.

North Northamptonshire comprises the
former districts of Corby, East
Northamptonshire, Kettering  and
Wellingborough. Of these, Labour is and
was dominant only in the former steel
town of Corby, but this was a tiny
district, barely half of a constituency.

The two halves of Northamptonshire look superficially
similar but are quite different. West Northants, while
having a large rural hinterland, is dominated by
Northampton. North Northamptonshire is a mix of
medium-sized but growing towns, all very much smaller
than Northampton, interspersed by large tracts of
farmland. While the Conservatives won both unitary
councils, comfortably, in their first contest in 2021, this
geographical distinction matters in terms of how parties
go about winning them.

While usually skewing comfortably Conservative,

Northamptonshire can be competitive when they
become unpopular - just like now, in fact. Labour won
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the Wellingborough constituency in 1997 and 2001,
and again in a 2023 by-election and the 2024 general
election. They won Kettering in 1997 and 2024; and
Corby was one of the most marginal constituencies in
the country in the Thatcher years, before Labour won
there too in 1997, 2001 and 2005 and a 2012 by-
election.

Labour also managed to win knife-edge overall
majorities on Northamptonshire county council in

Changes 2021-2025

1993, 1997 and 2001 before boundary changes and the
party's loss of popularity by 2005 cost them power.
They never challenged again.

The Conservatives won a thumping majority of 42 at
the 2021 election: 60 Tories, 14 Labour, 3 Greens and
an independent. But this has not been a happy, united
Conservative group: it's been beset with splits and
suspensions and departures and, when the voters have
been given a say in a by-election, defeats .

2021 council election 60 14 0 4
2021 - defection: Martin Griffiths, Irchester - Con to Ind 59 14 0 5
2022 - by-election: Oundle - Lib Dem gain from Con 58 14 1 5
2023 - by-election: Northall - Lab gain from Con 57 15 1 5
2023 - defection: David Sims, Corby Rural - Conto Lab 56 16 1 5
2024 - defection: Joseph Smyth, Rothwell and Mawsley, Con to Ind 55 16 1 6
2024 - defection: Cedwien Brown, Rothwell and Mawsley, Con to Ind 54 16 1 7
2024 - defection: Elliot Prentice, Ise - Con to Lab 53 17 1 7
2024 - defection: Ken Harrington, Hatton Park - Con to Ref 52 17 1 8
2024 - defection: Martin Griffiths, Irchester - Ind to Ref 52 17 1 8
2024 - defection: Cedwien Brown, Rothwell and Mawsley, Ind to Con 53 17 1 7
2024 - suspension: Ross Armour, Oakley - Lab to Ind 53 16 1 8
2025 - suspension: Matt Brinley, Brickhill and Queensway - Con to Ind 52 16 1 9
2025 - defection: Jan O'Hara, Burton and Broughton - Con to Ref 51 16 1 10
2025 - defection: Kirk Harrington, Irthlingborough - Con to Ref 50 16 1 11
2025 - vacancy: resignation of Ross Armour, Oakley, Ind 50 16 1 10
2025 - vacancy: resignation of Charlie Best, Oundle, LD 50 16 0 10
Current 50 16 0 10
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The 42 seat majority has been slashed to one of 26 at
the time of writing: still substantial but substantially
reduced nonetheless. Four Conservative councillors
have defected to Reform, two to independent, two to
Labour and there have been two by-election defeats:
one in rural Oundle, which the Lib Dems gained, one in
urban Kettering to Labour.

And all this before boundary changes, a reduction in
council size and Reform has had a chance to fight every
other candidate standing here.

Northamptonshire was a pretty strongly Leave-voting
county in the 2016 EU referendum: 59-41, which is a
little surprising, perhaps, as there are large numbers of
London commuters here with their jobs dependent on
globalisation and access to European markets. UKIP did
win three county councillors in Northamptonshire in
2013 but all were on the western side.

%vote

Constituency vote

That doesn't mean North Northants was less
Eurosceptic: Leave won Corby district with 64%,
Wellingborough district with 62% and Kettering district
with 61%; just that UKIP's vote was better distributed
inthe west.

Reform polled higher than their national share at last
year's general election: in Wellingborough and Rushden
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over 21% and this should provide them with a
springboard to win representation here on 1st May.

The Electoral Calculus MRP in March forecast a Reform
surge in a belt of seats running from the north west of
Kettering across to Rushden. Assuming the party won
all the seats up in each of the wards the MRP forecast
them to gain, they'd have 23 councillors.

Illustrative map of the March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP
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But will Labour, forecast to retain all their council seats
in Corby, actually do so given the 64% Leave vote there?
That's a huge pool of voters whose loyalty to Labour on
class and economics may well be trumped by their
affinity to Reform on values and the direction of the
country.

Even though they did poorly in 2021, Labour's fourteen
seats could've been thirty if they'd won Brickhill &
Queensway, Corby Rural, Finedon and Northall, then
won the other two in split Croyland & Swanspool and
Windmill. That'd have been four short of a majority on
the council last time around. Instead, Labour stacked up
votes in their four rock-solid Corby wards and lost most
nearly all the marginals in Wellingborough and
Kettering.

Northants has been a dismal county for the centre for
pretty much ever. Even that one seat they gained in a
2022 by-election they managed to lose before the
election after their councillor resigned in early 2025. No
second by-election there because he resigned within six
months of the election but had there been, the
Conservatives would have had a strong chance of
regaining it: Oundle is usually a very safe Tory ward
which they hadn't lost since 1977.

The Greens gained three seats in Kettering's Clover Hill
ward from nowhere last time. Most of Clover Hill is
becoming Kettering North in these boundary changes
and the ward loses a councillor but the redrawing may
well put the Greens into contention in neighbouring St
Peter, where that third seat has migrated to.
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There are the independents in Rothwell & Mawsley to
the west of Kettering. One was elected, one defected
from the Conservatives and the Tories hold the third
seat there. The elected independent is seeking re-
election, as is the remaining Conservative but the
defector is retiring. Rothwell was a reliably Labour ward
until 2005 but not since. They polled just 13% in 2021
but with the MP now they might be able to rebound.

Labour almost certainly can't win rural Desborough
ward in the north-west corner. They look closer there
than they probably are because former Kettering
Labour MP and long-term fixture in the constituency
Phil Sawford was one of their candidates last time and
ran over 400 votes ahead of his running-mates (one of
the problems with using the top candidate to calculate
the party shares). Sawford isn't standing this time so the
gap with the Tories that looked, on some measures, to
be about 450 votes is more like 900.

Likewise, with an MP in Wellingborough & Rushden
Labour can surely do better than one solitary councillor.
Rushden and Higham Ferrers remain very tough nuts
for them to crack but there are four large wards
covering Wellingborough, electing ten councillors.
Croyland & Swanspool, the south side of the town, is
their best opportunity as they already hold a seat there.

Victoria (Wellingborough East) is a new ward, basically
formed from the south end of Finedon. Finedon was
very close last time and Labour were unlucky not to win
one of the seats: they were 110 short of the third
Conservative. The Tories should be weaker in Victoria
than Finedon even ignoring the Reform attack on their
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voter base, so this should be an excellent opportunity to
add to their ranks of Wellingborough councillors.

Brickhill & Queensway (Wellingborough West) is a bit
more difficult: they are 188 votes off the third seat but
the other two Conservative councillors have
considerably larger - but not insurmountable -
majorities. And finally Hatton Park: the northern
suburbs, are the best Conservative enclave. Two of
their councillors here polled over 60% of the vote.

It is also a bit simplistic to characterise Corby & East
Northants as a battle purely between Labour Corby and
Tory East Northants. The Tories win Gretton & Weldon
(Corby Rural) in all but their very worst years - so could
lose it this year. If they're doing that badly they'll be on
track to lose power here.

And Labour is not all that far off in Irthlingborough, a
town just across the river Nene from Higham Ferrers. A
lot of the northern, presumably Tory acreage of the
division has been moved into Thrapston which will
narrow the gap further. Labour was about 500 adrift in
Irthlingborough last time and one of the Tory
councillors has defected to Reform. With the positive
boundary changes here, might Labour pull off a win?

Let's bear in mind, though, that the Conservatives are
ten councillors down on the number that were elected
in 2021, and only two of these have been defeats
inflicted by voters at by-elections. All those who went
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independent and haven't subsequently join Reform or
other parties, are standing down. Two of the four
Reform defectors are seeking re-election under their
new colours but in pretty safe Conservative divisions. In
fact all the defections are in seats the Tories would
normally expect to win.

If we count those eight seats lost to defection as
Conservative then the party is defending a 38-seat
notional majority rather than one of just 24. Taking
twenty seats off the Conservatives is much harder than
winning thirteen. That may seem self-evident but it's
more than just a larger number: it requires more
resources to be spent across a wider area; and that's
assuming the Conservatives can't pick up one or two
seats they lost unexpectedly last time round.

North Northamptonshire, because it is the more rural
half of the county, should be the better prospect for the
Conservatives. Yet they find themselves holding none
of the parliamentary constituencies here (Tory-held
Daventry and South Northants cross into small corners
but the whole constituencies are all now Labour).

But still, the innate preference for Conservatism in the
much smaller towns (than Northampton) in North
Northants makes it always very difficult for Labour and
other parties to bed themselves in anywhere beyond
Corby. The Tories are vulnerable - especially if Reform
is able to break through in several wards, but they are
more secure than their outgoing majority suggests.
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Key seats

Conservative targets

. Reform UK targets

" » Barton Seagrave and "
Burton Latimer (2 Con)

» Brickhill and Queensway (3 Con)

» Barton Seagrave and
Burton Latimer (1 Ref - defection)
» Gretton and Weldon (1 Lab - defection)

» Hatton Park (1 Ref - defection)
» Irthlingborough (1 Ref - defection)
» Ise (1 Lab)

» Kettering Central (1 Lab - by-election win)

» Kettering North (2 Grn)

» Oakley (3 Lab)

» Oundle (1 LD by-election)

» Rothwell and Mawsley (3 Ind)

Labour targets

» Brickhill and Queensway (3 Con)
» Croyland and Swanspool (2 Con)
» Desborough (3 Con)

» Finedon (1 Con)

» Gretton and Weldon (1 Con)

» Hatton Park (2 Con, 1 Ref)

» Irthlingborough (1 Con, 1 Ref)

» Kettering Central (1 Con)

» Ise (1Con)

» Kettering Central (2 Con)
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» Finedon (1 Con)

» Higham Ferrers (2 Con)

» Irthlingborough (1 Con)

» Kettering North (2 Grn)

» Pemberton (2 Con)

» Piper's Hill (1 Con)

» Rothwell and Mawsley (3 Ind)
» Rushden Lakes (2 Con)

» St Michael's (1 Con)

Lib Dem targets

Oundle (2 Con, 1 LD vacancy)

Green targets

» St Peter (1 Con)
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Northumberland

Boundary and council size changes

In the old days, Northumberland had two safe Labour
constituencies (Blyth Valley and Wansbeck), one
safe Conservative constituency (Hexham) and one
Lib Dem constituency (Berwick-upon-Tweed) which
Sir Alan Beith always held but rarely by big amounts.

When Beith retired in 2015 Berwick did what Lib Dem
constituencies held by substantial personal votes for
years tend to do and reverted to the party they won it
from - in this case the Conservatives. Two-all.

Then Boris Johnson broke the so-called Red Wall in
2019 and Blyth Valley, never anything other than
Labour, was the first of those brand of seats to fall to
the Conservatives. Left-wing former miner lan Lavery
clung on to next-door Wansbeck by just 814 votes as
the Brexit Party polled 3,141.

Then the pendulum swung the other way and in last
year's general election the Conservatives lost both
Hexham and North Northumberland (the successor to
Berwick-upon-Tweed) to Labour. Blyth Valley was
abolished but Cramlington: the core of the Tory vote in
that constituency, went into a relatively safely Labour
constituency traversing the Tyneside boundary.

The county unitary authority has become similarly
"swingy" - and at the moment its headline numbers still
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demonstrate the incursion the Conservatives made
into Labour territory at their peak in 2021.

That was quite a strange election in Northumberland
because the Conservatives gained a pile of seats off
Labour in their heartlands on huge swings - enough for
aworking majority.

But they also lost a handful in the more affluent rest of
the county: to Greens in Alnwick and Humshaugh, Lib
Dems in Berwick (who regained Berwick West with
Ord by one vote - one of two single-vote victories on
election night), and even back to Labour in the small
Tyneside town of Prudhoe.

That meant the Conservatives gained control of
Northumberland by only one seat, which they lost
almost immediately following a by-election in Hexham.

Nonetheless, the Conservatives remained the largest
party by far in this vast county: they have essentially
two councillors for every Labour councillor and it takes
the three other parties plus all the independents to
outvote them.

Changes 2021-2025

But that will change again on 1st May.

Reform will almost certainly appropriate most, if not all,
of the Conservative divisions in and around Blyth and
Cramlington, and probably knock out a few of the
surviving Labour ones too. Meanwhile Labour may
make a bit of an advance in Hexham.

Given that the Conservatives have already lost overall
control of Northumberland the media won't report this
as a Tory loss but it will turn the county into a three-
way hung council, with a handful of Lib Dems, Greens
and independents taking breadcrumbs here and there.

There are, effectively, two Northumberlands with their
own electoral dynamics.

The first is the densely-populated south-eastern corner
which elects 38 councillors. Then there is the vast rural
rest of the county which only elects 29 county
councillors despite being at least fifteen times larger,
geographically, than the Blyth-Cramlington-
Bedlington-Ashington corner.

2021 council election 34 21 3 9
2021 - by-election: Hexham East - Lib Dem gain from Con 33 21 4 9
2023 - suspension: Holly Waddell, Bywell - Lab to Ind 33 20 4 10
2024 - defection: Mary Murphy, Choppington - Lab to Ind 33 19 4 11
2024 - defection: Liz Simpson, Newbiggin Central and East - Lab to Ind 33 18 4 12
Current 33 18 4 12
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In the old days of not that long ago the south east was a
Labour fortress with independents offering the
principal resistance. There is still a bit of this
skirmishing going on: all three Bedlington divisions are
Labour-independent battlegrounds and one of Labour's
losses in Cramlington was to an independent. In this
sense, and because this corner of Northumberland has
a similar mining pedigree, it resembles County Durham.

Rural Northumberland is the mirror of South East
Northumberland. The Conservatives predominate as
you might expect in vast countryside and farming
divisions. But just as Labour has faded greatly in its
strongholds, the Tories by no means get things
uniformly their own way here.

Labour's ability to pick up a seat in Prudhoe, and the Lib
Dems' in Hexham signalled the problems the
Conservatives were to experience holding that seat in
the general election. While Hexham's Conservatism is
much more long-standing than that of Cramlington and
Blyth, it is also of a different character.

Hexham for one thing voted to Remain in the EU in
2016 by 55 to 45; Blyth Valley voted Leave 61-39.
When the Tories won their 2019 general election
landslide Blyth Valley produced a 10% swing. Hexham
mustered just a 1.5% swing towards Boris Johnson.
Reform did not even field a candidate in Hexham last
year.

Hexham Conservatism in this much more affluent area
which serves as a commuter dormitory for Newcastle,
Gateshead and Sunderland might be seen to be a lot
more in the Rory Stewart vein, less enamoured with

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

brasher, heart-on-sleeve nationalistic populism that
Boris and now Reform are purveyors of.

There is now a seam of non-Conservative council
divisions running along the Tyne Valley from Prudhoe
through Corbridge and Hexham to rural Haltwhistle. A
variety of opponents defeat the Conservatives along
this seam but the voters who elected them would have
lined up behind Labour to oust the Tory MP Guy
Oppermanin July 2024.

Nonetheless, there remain deep reserves of
Conservative strength here - not least the four
Pontleand divisions where the Tories are doing poorly
if they achieve less than 70% of the vote. Still, the
dichotomy of the Conservatives simultaneously making
gains in the Labour half of the county on massive
swings while suffering defeats in "their" half was a
somewhat odd spectacle of the last county elections.

Those elections left a spray of marginal contests -
including those two 1-vote wins in Berwick West with
Ord and Hartley. There are ten divisions the
Conservatives might have fancied their chances in this
year and nine Labour wanted back before being gate-
crashed by Reform.

All the Labour targets bar two: Berwick North and
Hexham North, are in their former miningheartland
area, though perhaps they can pull off a surprise gain or
two in that Prudhoe-to-Haltwhistle belt that won them
the general election in Hexham. The Conservatives
hold Berwick North by 122 (8.5%) and the renamed
Hexham North by 184 (11.1%).
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They'll badly want to regain Hartley: the coast south of
Blyth and by a lot more than one vote this time, and
Newsham, adjoining it to the north-west, which they
lost by just 11 (1.0%). Then there's the renamed
Bebside & Kitty Brewster division along the south
bank of the river Blyth which the Conservatives gained
with a majority of 107 (7.8%) and, completing this
cluster of marginal Tory divisions around Blyth, Seghill
with Seaton Delaval, with a 145 (9.0%) majority.

The sole independent councillor in this neck of the
woods is in Cramlington East & Double Row, sitting on
a majority of just 34 (3.5%).

Across the river Blyth there's another independent in
Bedlington Central with a more substantial 204
(15.8%) majority. In this "Wansbeck" portion of
Northumberland is also Pegswood which the
Conservatives have won twice but, in the boundary
changes that have occurred since the last election,
loses a lot of its rural hinterland so should become a
better Labour prospect (provided Reform don't leap-
frog them: Electoral Calculus forecasts they won't and
that Labour will regain it).

If Labour are to exceed expectations elsewhere in
Northumberland then Prudhoe South could be on their
little list: the Conservatives were ahead here by 354
(23.3%). There is also a new Prudhoe division: Prudhoe
West & Mickley, which Labour should win but which
we have no data on yet. Independent-held Hexham
West is very safe, as should be Corbridge - the division
immediately east of Hexham - for the Tories.
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Is South Tynedale out of the question as a Labour gain?
It should be, both because of its characteristics: a
wholly rural, sprawling division along the southern
boundary of the county, and its Tory majority: 587
(33.8%). But Labour achieved a 14% swing there last
time: anything approaching that again and it becomes
very close. Highly unlikely but because of how Hexham
has trended worth paying a tiny bit of attention to.

Then there is the Conservative wish-list. If the sharp
swing to the Tories in 2021 had continued they would
be eyeing several seats in the Blyth area: for example
Cowpen which they missed by just 20 (2.3%); Plessey:
the only Lib Dem ward in this neighbourhood, 65 (5.4%)
and Wensleydale: 169 (12.9%). To the north of the
river Blyth come two more Conservative near misses:
Amble (Labour by 95 or 7.6% last time); and Stakeford
on the bank of the river Wansbeck: 114 (8.2%).

The in wider Northumberland, Labour only won
Prudhoe North last time by 67 (3.9%) and there is the
interesting redrawn division of Stocksfield with
Bywell. An independent, Anne Dale, won the old
Stocksfield & Broomhaugh in a landslide with 75% of
the vote last time, but this division looks a lot more like
the old Bywell than it does Stocksfield, and Bywell went
Labour by just 57 votes (2.7%).

Dale is contesting this new division and may well have
the prominence to hold onto it, but she won't have the
name recognition in the Bywell section so it's a far more
interesting contest than one in the old Stocksfield &
Broomhaugh would've been.
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South East Northumberland

Cramlington South East
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The Conservatives will want to try to regain Hexham
East from the Lib Dems but they lost by a fair whack in
the by-election: 214 (17.3%) and given Hexham has
swung away from them a lot, it's highly unlikely to
return to the Tories.

The Greens snatched rural Humshaugh, north-west of
Hexham, from the Conservatives last time on an 18%
swing: the first time that division had ever fallen from
the Tories' grasp. And they did it with both Labour and
Lib Dems standing there too.

But they barely split the non-Tory vote: they mustered
110 votes (5.5%) between them while the Greens
polled 1,046, defeating the Conservative by 197 (9.9%).
That's a fair majority but not insurmountable, and if
Labour do better because of their MP's incumbency the
Greens could struggle to hold on.

Finally, the Conservatives will want to find those (at
least) two extra votes to regain Berwick West with
Ord. But this division has only elected a Tory once;Lib
Dems have won six of the past seven elections here.

The Liberal Democrats will also hope to win the rural
division immediately south of Berwick: the
wonderfully-named Norham & Islandshires which
includes Holy Island: Lindisfarne.

The March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP, illustrated
opposite, forecasts that there will be 21 Conservatives,
21 Reform, 17 Labour, 4 Independent, 2 Lib Dem and 1
Green. But there will almost certainly be an
independent returned for Rothbury given he won with
80% last time and is re-standing. The Greens are
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forecast to lose their one seat in Alnwick to Reform.
Alnwick has been split into two single-councillor
divisions this time and it's not obvious to me which one
is the better Green prospect but, as Reform are
forecast to win both that might be a moot question.

Reform winning the same number of seats as the Tories
is clearly a disaster for the Conservatives. But looked at
in terms of right versus left it is a far bigger defeat for
the so-called progressive parties who've gone from
essential parity with the Conservatives last time to
potentially holding less than a third of the seats.
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Key seats

Conservative targets . Reform UK targets

» Alnwick Castle (Grn) '

» Amble (Lab)

» Alnwick Castle (Grn) "

» Alnwick Hotspur (Con)

» Berwick West with Ord (LD) » Bebside and Kitty Brewster (Con)

» Bywell (Lab) » Bedlington Central (Ind)

» Cowpen (Lab) » Bedlington East (Lab)

» Hexham East (LD by-election) » Bedlington West (Ind)

» Humshaugh (Grn) » Cowpen (Lab)

» Plessey (LD) » Cramlington South East (Con)

» Prudhoe North (Lab) » Cramlington East and Double Row (Ind)
» Stakeford (Lab) » Cramlington Eastfield (Con)

» Wensleydale (Lab) » Cramlington North (Con)

» Cramlington North West (Con)

» Cramlington South East (Con)
Labour targets . » Cramlington South West (Con)

» Cramlington Vill C
» Bebside and Kitty Brewster (Con) " g C::sz\: (I:agb?n illage (Con)
» Bedlington Central (Ind) » Holywell (Lab)

» Berwick North (Con)
. » Isabella (Lab)
» Cramlington East and Double Row (Ind) .
» Newbiggin-by-the-Sea (Lab)
» Hartley (Con)
. » Newsham (Con)
» Hexham East (LD by-election)
» Plessey (LD)
» Hexham North (Con)
» Sleekburn (Lab)
» Hexham West (Con)
» Stakeford (Lab)
» Newsham (Con)
» Wensleydale (Lab)
» Pegswood (Con)
» Seghill with Seaton Delaval (Con)

Green target

» Alnwick Hotspur (1 Con) "
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Nottinghamshire
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Nottinghamshire has a political history very similar
to neighbouring Derbyshire but fractionally more
Labour-leaning.

Both counties contain a mix of once safe Labour-voting
coalfield communities (in Derbyshire Bolsover and
North East Derbyshire; in Notts Ashfield, Mansfield
and smaller pit villages liked Ollerton); an affluent rural
hinterland (Derbyshire has the peak district and the
dales; Notts the Soar and Trent Valleys bordering
Lincs); and typically marginal commuter districts for
both Derby and Nottingham (Erewash and Swadlincote
in Derbyshire; Broxtowe and Gedling in Notts).

These similarities have produced similar electoral
outcomes. Between the founding of the county councils
in 1973 and 2009, Labour only lost a majority in both
once (1977). Since 2009, the Conservatives have won
three out of the four elections in Derbyshire, and two
of the four in Nottinghamshire (Labour scraping a
majority of one seat in 2017).

One other similarity is that both counties contain
conflicting trends. Working class, once utterly Labour
constituencies have moved hugely away from the party
to both the Conservatives and Reform. Meanwhile
Labour has become competitive in the much more
liberal, affluent commuter belts: Rushcliffe falling for
the first time ever in Nottinghamshire; Derbyshire
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Dales next door. High Peak in Derbyshire is still a
marginal, but it has shunted to being a Labour-leaning
marginal from a constituency the Conservatives usually
won fairly easily.

Likewise Gedling: the suburbs of Carlton and Arnold
east of Nottingham were once rock-solid Conservative.
For different reasons to High Peak - notably upward
and outward mobility of Nottingham's minority ethnic
population, it has only been lost once by Labour in the
quarter of a century since their 1997 landslide.

They are also roughly equally susceptible to the lure of
Reform UK. One of the party's five (oops: four) MPs,
Lee Anderson, represents Ashfield. There are scores of
potentially Reform-friendly divisions running along the
Nottinghamshire side of the coal seam from Worksop
through Warsop, Mansfield and Ashfield - plus the pit
villages scattered around the Sherwood Forest. There
were once even mines in Rushcliffe (Cotgrave) -
traditionally (though no longer) the safe Conservative
south of the county.

The problem Labour has in counties like these is that
there are more areas steadily and probably inexorably
moving away from them than moving towards them.
Their challenges are epitomised in Ashfield: the first
red alert that the party was beginning to misfire in its
heartland areas.

Go back to 1995 and Labour polled 75% in that year's
Ashfield district elections. In 1999 they dropped fifteen
percentage points, which could - and was - chalked up
to the challenges of getting out the vote when the party
was in government. In 2003 they lost a further twelve
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percentage points - now down to 44% - with
independents winning the same number of council
seats as Labour. And in 2007 Labour collapsed to just
24%, barely ahead of surging Liberal Democrats. Those
Lib Dems were led by Jason Zadrozny, evidently hugely
electorally popular but someone whom quite serious,
alarming, controversy seemed to stalk.

He was ousted from the Lib Dems after serious criminal
misconduct was alleged, and for which charges were
subsequently dropped. But allegations kept dogging
him, even as voters stood by him as he founded the
Ashfield Independents Party.

Ashfield Independents gained control of the district
council in 2019 and won all bar three seats here in
2023. It was Zadrozny's strong vote, mostly drawn
from Labour, in the 2019 general election that enabled
Lee Anderson to gain Ashfield, then as a Conservative.

Constituency vote %vote

But Ashfield Independents may now be eclipsed by an
even more powerful populism than they mastered:
Reform UK. Anderson polled 43% in Ashfield in last
year's general election - over 17,000 votes. If sustained
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(and if Reform's growth since the general election is
realised in actual votes) Reform can expect to win most,
if not all the nine Ashfield county electoral divisions off
the Independents (four in Sutton, two in Kirkby and
three in outlying Hucknall) plus adjoining Eastwood,
Greasley and Nuthall: all lying around the northern
edge of Nottingham.

Reform fare less well the further you travel beyond Lee
Anderson's patch, partly because neighbouring places
like Mansfield had high profile Conservative MPs like
Ben Bradley who, while losing their seats still probably
kept even more voters from fleeing the tarnished Tory
brand. But these areas are still demographically very
similar to Ashfield so Reform has every opportunity to
win up and down this western spine of the county.

As well as shifting towards the Conservatives,
Mansfield has a pretty strong set of organised
independents - powerful enough for them to win the
directly-elected mayoralty of that town until 2023
(when Labour narrowly won it back). Their presence
means is that, yet again, Reform (or anyone else) will be
able to win on very low vote shares.

Mansfield town has four electoral divisions electing
two councillors apiece - plus Warsop which is single-
member. Double-sized electoral divisions mean huge
electorates: 18,000 or so - and large divisions make it
harder for independents and smaller, less well-
organised parties to win. They also tend to split their
tickets: Mansfield North, South and West all elected
county councillors with different affiliations last time.

Opposite: illustrative map of the March '25 Electoral Calculus MRP
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But if, as there appears to be, a Reform wave building in
Nottinghamshire, they should be able to top the poll in
all five Mansfield district divisions, and maybe all nine
seats.
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The election in Mansfield North has
been countermanded following the
death of a TUSC candidate so the final
results in Mansfield and Nottingham-
shire won't be known until mid June
when the contest is rescheduled.

Reform's targets then move north into
Bassetlaw district, where there are
four divisions in Worksop, two in
Retford, two rural divisions that should
be safe for the Conservatives, plus
Blyth and Harworth in the north
western corner of the county. Labour
holds just three of these Bassetlaw
divisions right now, having lost
Worksop North, and more rural
Worksop South for the first time ever
to the Tories last time.

The Electoral Calculus MRP suggests
Reform will take three of the four
Worksop divisions leaving Labour with
just Worksop West plus Blyth &
Harworth.

This could again be one of the features
of these elections: Reform taking seats
off the Conservatives - but freshmen
Conservative seats that used to be
dependably Labour. So while the raw
figures obviously chalk these up as
Conservative losses, they are actually
further punches to Labour, further
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Mansfield West

Eastwood

Nuthalland — —
Kimberley

Staplefordand  —
Broxtowe Central

Bramcoteand — —
Beeston North

WBN - West Bridgford North
'WBS - West Bridgford South
‘WBW - West Bridgford West

Toton, Chilwell and
Attenborough
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boxing the party in when their expectation is still that
they are the natural party of government in
Nottinghamshire.

Reform rapidly run out of prospects once we move
away from the western side of the county. They will
almost certainly not win any seats in Gedling; nor
Rushcliffe and their prospects in Broxtowe are limited
to outlying wards in the north of the district. These
three districts share one thing in common: they orbit
Nottingham and are principally commuter enclaves for
the city.

Broxtowe is to Nottingham what Erewash is to Derby
but Reform are forecast to sweep Erewash while
Broxtowe is politically more diverse and conflicting.
Much more of Nottingham, a larger city than Derby
anyhow, seeps across and into these outlying areas,
gradually subsuming them, altering their demographics
and electoral affiliations.

Reform might have a chance in Newark - the town, that
is - not the wider constituency. There are two named
Newark divisions though Balderton is effectively a
third with a lot of countryside bolted on. Electoral
Calculus has Reform winning Newark East and
Newark West but not Balderton. Labour were not too
far adrift of the Tories in Newark West last time.

As Reform's prospects suddenly ebb, Labour's suddenly
flow. Nottinghamshire is not one uniform political
entity and the political traction of Nottingham is the
opposite of the gravitational pull in the wider county.
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This manifested in Labour seizing Rushcliffe for the
first time at last year's general election. While quite a
few of Labour's now 403 MPs represent areas that they
are going to find extremely difficult to hold next time,
Rushcliffe may become easier because the
demographics this side of Trent Bridge are flowing in
their direction.

Labour already holds West Bridgford North and they
are under no threat of losing it. West Bridgford West
is the most vulnerable Conservative division: they were
385 or 8.1% ahead last time. West Bridgford South
looks like it should be reasonably safe for the Tories:
they won here by 1,014 (22.3%) but this one will be
very close, with Labour slightly favoured to win.

Labour would have had to run up a big lead in West
Bridgford to win Rushcliffe but that doesn't mean its
their only prospect. The party is heavily targeting the
large, 2-councillor Leake & Ruddington division
immediately south of West Bridgford and Nottingham.
They were 912 behind the second Conservative winner
last time, which sounds a lot but was just 12.5% in this
division of 17,000 voters.

If Labour is really continuing to build on its surge in
Rushcliffe then, just possibly, Radcliffe-on-Trent
comes into view. Labour were 803 behind here last
time - numerically less than in Leake & Ruddington but
in percentage terms much more adrift: 19.6%. Still, a
10% swing would do it - and they're working this
division hard. Radcliffe has never been lost by the
Conservatives.
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Labour can then look to the south-western suburbs of
Nottingham. There is another big 2-councillor division
that hugs the northern banks of the Trent: Toton,
Chilwell & Attenborough and the Conservatives were
ahead here by just 260 votes - 2.9% last time.

Then there is Bramcote & Beeston North which the Lib
Dems held fairly comfortably last time. But in the
intervening four years the division's Lib Dem councillor,
Steve Carr, has left the party and is standing for the
Broxtowe Independent Group, with the Liberal
Democrats fielding a candidate against him.

Broxtowe Independent Group is not to be confused
with the Broxtowe Alliance which is the faction that
split from Labour taking most of its borough councillors
with it in opposition to Labour government policies like
the cuts to Winter Fuel Allowance, and the
reorganisation of local government.

Changes 2021-2025

While the Lib Dems won Bramcote easily enough, their
vote is not large enough to survive a split between the
official party candidate and the incumbent, so Carr will
need the votes of Labour and Conservative supporters
- who numbered over half the votes cast in 2021 - to
hold on. It's not obvious he'll get enough, and that could
tip all four Beeston-area seats to Labour.

So, while Labour may well lose its remaining footholds
in Mansfield, Bassetlaw, Sherwood and the Stapleford
end of Broxtowe they could entirely offset those losses
in Rushcliffe and Beeston. And, if Reform don't break
through on the scale they're threatening to, Labour
might end up with a much larger group than anyone is
expecting. It won't be large enough to regain a majority:
they just aren't sufficiently competitive in enough of
the county for that. But it might be sufficient for Labour
to call it a win, even if they are a pale imitation of the
party that once ruled the roost across this coal county.

2021 council election 37 15 1 13
2021 - suspension: Francis Purdue-Horan, Bingham East - Con to Ind 36 15 1 14
2022 - by-election: Eastwood division - Ind gain from Con 35 15 1 15
2023 - defection: Steve Carr, Bramcote and Beeston North - LD to Ind 35 15 0 16
2024 - suspension: John Doddy, Stapleford & Broxtowe Central - Con to Ind 34 15 0 17
2025 - defection: John McGrath, Stapleford & Broxtowe Central - Lab to Ind 34 14 0 18
2024 - defection: John Doddy, Stapleford & Broxtowe Central - Ind to Ref 34 14 0 18
Current 34 14 0 18
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Key seats

Conservative targets

» Collingham (Ind)

» Greasley and Brinsley (Ind)

» Mansfield North (1 Lab)

» Mansfield South (1 Ind)

» Manfield West (1 Lab)

» Ollerton (Lab)

» Stapleford and Broxtowe Central (1 Lab)
» Worksop South (Lab)

”

Labour targets

» Blidworth (Con)

» Carlton East (Con)

» Eastwood (Ind)

» Leake and Ruddington (2 Con)

» Mansfield North (1 Con)

» Mansfield South (1 Con, 1 Ind)

» Mansfield West (1 Con)

» Radcliffe-on-Trent (Con)

» Retford East (Con)

» Retford West (Con)

» Sherwood Forest (Con)

» Stapleford and Broxtowe Central (1 Con)
» Toton, Chilwell and Attenborough (2 Con)
» Warsop (Con)

» West Bridgford South (Con)

» West Bridgford West (Con)

» Worksop North (Con)

» Worksop South (Con)
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Reform UK targets
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Ashfields (Ind)

Blidworth (Con)

Blyth and Harworth (Lab)
Eastwood (Ind)

Hucknall East (Ind)

Hucknall South (Ind)

Hucknall West (Ind)

Kirkby North (Ind)

Kirkby South (Ind)

Mansfield East (2 Con)
Mansfield North (1 Con, 1 Lab)
Mansfield South (1 Con, 1 Ind)
Mansfield West (1 Con, 1 Lab)
Newark East (Con)

Newark West (Con)

Nuthall and Kimberley (Con)
Ollerton (Lab)

Retford East (Con)

Retford West (Con)

Selston (Ind)

Sutton Central and East (Ind)
Sutton North (Ind)

Sutton West (Ind)

Warsop (Con)

Worksop East (Lab)

Worksop North (Con)
Worksop South (Con)
Worksop West (Lab)

2
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Oxfordshire 23] 22

Of all the county councils (and unitary counties)
electing this year, throughout their entire history,
the Lib Dems have only won an overall majority on
two - Cornwall and Devon - twice. But Oxfordshire
gives them a shot at adding a third.

It's not a nailed-on certainty because the aggressive
net-zero agenda the county has pursued since the
Conservatives lost control here in 2021 has alienated a
growing section of the electorate, and the Lib Dems
need to win a fair few extra seats to get there.

Reform is not likely to impress in this county which
may keep a few seats in the Conservative column
that elsewhere would surely fall. But, on balance,
there remains a lot more hostility to the
Conservatives nationally than the so-called
progressive coalition locally.

What we can almost certainly count on, whether
the Lib Dems can haul themselves across the
majority line or not, is that they will continue to be
able to run Oxfordshire in coalition - whether just
with the Greens or with Labour as well.

Here's the maths. Oxfordshire will elect 69 county

councillors on 1st May, so 35 seats are needed to
win a majority.
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The Lib Dems notionally hold 23 right now (they in fact
hold 20 on a 61 seat council) so need another twelve.
Given there will be 46 non-Lib Dem seats to pluck,
initially that doesn't sound too difficult. But it's tougher
than it looks for two reasons.

First, there are only twenty two Conservative seats left
(plus one Tory who's defected to Reform), so unless
they can pick up some Labour or independent seats
they actually need to halve the Conservative group.

And the second, linked reason why that's going to be
tough is that ten of the Tories represent divisions in
Cherwell - the northern, and least Lib Dem friendly -
district in the county.

Cherwell was the only Oxfordshire district that voted to
leave the EU. Only just: by 50.1 to 49.9, but that
compares with a county-wide Remain vote of 57% to
43%, and a 70-30 Remain vote in the City of Oxford.

Changes 2021-2025

The Lib Dems can maybe flip two - maximum three -
divisions in Cherwell, at its southern end around
Bicester and Kidlington; though they may also be able
to oust the Greens in Kidlington East. Whether that
will sour coalition negotiations post-election remains to
be seen.

But the majority of Cherwell is in the Banbury
constituency which went Labour for the first time ever
at last year's general election, and it's Labour that can
do more damage. Three of Banbury town's new
divisions are notionally Conservative and Labour will be
aiming at a clean sweep of all five. Banbury Hardwick is
closer than Banbury Calthorpe but they're not vastly
different electorally and Labour probably won both to
have been able to gain the constituency last year.

The remaining twelve Conservatives hold seats in much
more favourable territory for the Lib Dems - but where
the party has already made huge advances.

2021 council election 21 16 21 5
2022 - defection: Hannah Banfield, Banbury Grimsbury & Castle - Lab to Ind 21 15 21 6
2022 - defection: Damian Haywood, Iffley Fields and St Mary's - Lab to Ind 21 14 21 7
2023 - defection: Sally Povolotsky, Hendreds and Harwell - LD to Ind 21 14 20 8
2024 - suspension: Kevin Bulmer, Goring - Con to Ind 20 14 20 9
2024 - defection: Jane Murphy, Didcot East and Hagbourne - Con to Ind 19 14 20 10
2025 - defection: Felix Bloomfield, Benson and Cholsey - Con to Ref 18 14 20 11
Current 18 14 20 11
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These pockets stand out in a sea of Lib Dem yellow but
there's a reason they do so: they are different
demographically and politically.

There is a Conservative councillor in Witney West and
Ducklington, for example - but Labour is again the
principal opponent of the Tories in that West
Oxfordshire town, and the outgoing version of Witney
West (paired with Bampton, not Ducklington) voted
58% Conservative and just 10% Lib Dem in 2021.
Likewise Didcot West is more likely to fall to Labour
than the Lib Dems, though it does look likely to fall.

Then there are what have been two-councillor divisions
that have been split into single-member seats. Thame &
Chinnor, for example, elected a Conservative and a Lib
Dem in 2021. But the Lib Dems will have polled far
more votes in Thame which makes more rural Chinnor
a tougher prospect for them. It may be that they can still
gain Chinnor (there are no Conservative district
councillors left in the Henley & Thame constituency)
but if they don't that's no change from 2021.

And so the Lib Dems have to look to divisions not held
by the Conservatives to make up the shortfall. That
basically means targeting Labour, and that means
gaining seats in Oxford.

Of course, part of Oxford is within the currently very
safe Oxford West and Abingdon constituency held by
Layla Moran, but that's the minority of Oxford - four
divisions, give or take - and they already hold two. The
Greens hold a third, and the Labour-held fourth: Jericho
and Osney, is pretty safe for the party with the Lib
Dems third.
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The 2024 city council election result in Oxford. Labour won just ten
of the twenty four seats last year (brown: Oxford Independent
Alliance, olive: independent)

The Greens have supplanted the Lib Dems as the
principal opponents of Labour in the centre of Oxford:
the university quarter, and where they have not,
independents have emerged in recent years.

Temple Cowley was the first district ward to elect
independents - they hold both seats there now and one
of the city councillors is standing in the Cowley county
division, in with a good shot. But since then, two other
groups calling themselves independent have emerged.
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1. Bartlemas
2. Barton, Sandhill and Risinghurst
3. Churchill and Lye Valley
4. Cowley
5.Headington and Quarry
&.1sis
7. Jericho and Osney
8.Leys
9. Marston and Northway
10.Parks
11. Rose Hill and Littlemore
12. Summertown and Walton Manor
13. Wolvercote and Summertown

Banbury Grimsbury and Castle
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From within the Labour group, several "Corbynite"
councillors split from the party over Gaza and wider
complaints about the direction in which Sir Keir
Starmer has led Labour. These ex-Labour councillors
have formed the Oxford Independent Socialists (OIS)
but they are only contesting one county division
(Barton, Sandhills & Risinghurst), leaving the bulk of the
hard left challenge to Labour in Oxford to Trade Union
& Socialist Coalition (TUSC) candidates.

From without emerged the Independent Oxford
Alliance (IOA), principally to oppose the Low Traffic
Neighbourhood - Fifteen Minute City plans of Labour.

The Alliance did pretty well at last year's Oxford City
council elections taking four wards off Labour: Cowley,
Littlemore, Lye Valley and Rose Hill & Iffley off the
party. They also endured a narrow miss in Barton and
Sandhills. The IOA is contesting five divisions across
Oxford.

There is now a band of non Labour wards across the
south-centre of Oxford and votes concentrated
geographically like that are how minor parties can win
under First Past The Post. In addition to Cowley, it
would not be shocking were Labour to lose Churchill &
Lye Valley; Barton, Sandhill & Risinghurst; and Rose
Hill & Littlemore.

Last year the Greens also regained St Clement's after a
gap of several years. In county elections, St Clement's
has a brand new ward name: Bartlemas, and that's
potentially another Labour loss in the city centre. And
where the IOA, OIS or established independent district

councillors aren't standing, there are other
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independents contesting seats in Oxford. So, whereas in
other counties Labour has to look over its shoulder at a
Reform threat, in Oxford it has different opponents that
tend to come from the same "progressive" side of
politics they do.

Already unenthused Labour voters have had their
disillusion with the party endorsed by their own MP,
Anneliese Dodds, when she resigned from the
government over cuts to the international development
budget to fund extra defence spending. So potentially
Labour could be in just as much trouble in this bastion of
affluent, liberal, left-of-centre politics as it is in those
areas more interested in the more aggressive populism
of Reform in most of its other outposts.

But the long and short of Labour's potential woes in
Oxford is that the Lib Dems aren't going to be
beneficiaries, and so aren't getting any closer to that
tantalising number of 35 they need for a majority. And
we've now run out of seats they can gain. The Lib Dems
have a chance of getting to around thirty, but getting
beyond that is essentially impossible for them.

But another four years at the head of a coalition - as
there is no question they will work with the other
parties to lock the Conservatives out of power - is
hardly a devastating outcome for the Lib Dems.

What of Reform? As already established, this was not a
good county for UKIP and it won't be a great county for
its successor either. It certainly wasn't in last year's
general election when their very best result was a
pretty poor 13% in Banbury. The party didn't even
contest Oxford East.
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Constituency vote %vote

But just as there are Conservative islands amidst
the sea of Lib Dem yellow, so there were bubbles of
UKIP intensity in the 2013 county elections. The
party polled 28% in Banbury Hardwick, 27% in
Calthorpe and 24% in Ruscote. And their best
result was in Witney South & Central, where they
won 31%. If Reform can better those scores then
Labour may not get its clean-sweep of Banbury
divisions and will cost Labour that Witney seat too.

UKIP polled 26% in Bicester North, around a
quarter of the vote in both Carterton divisions and
23% in Didcot East. They even managed 28% in
Henley-on-Thames where Olympic gold medallist
rower James Cracknell is continuing his quest to be
elected for the Conservatives somewhere.

UKIP also polled decent margins in some of the
rural wards in the south too that are now either Lib
Dem or in Lib Dem sights: 26% in what is now
Kingston & Stanford; 29% in Drayton, Sutton
Courtenay & Steventon; 22% in Goring and
Hanborough & Hailey. Reform probably can't win
any of these rural divisions but it could skew results
in ways they would not go without their presence.
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The Electoral Calculus MRP is predicting Reform
seats in Oxfordshire: just three, though if they can
win in Witney and Bicester they should win at least
one in Banbury as well. That MRP gives the Lib
Dems 33 seats, Labour 15, the Conservatives just
12, there are 3 Greens (so combined with the Lib
Dems there's a majority), 2 independents and a
residents' group will retain Henley.

Oxfordshire was once a quintessential
Conservative county. Now it looks like one of their
weakest parts of England - mostly because of Brexit
and the ensuing culture wars. Remarkable!
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Key seats

Conservative targets

» Chipping Norton (Lab)
» Didcot Ladygrove (LD)
» Eynsham (LD)

”

» Harwell, Western Valley and Blewbury (LD)

» Henley (Res)

» Kidlington North and Otmoor (LD)
» Thame (LD)

» Witney South and Central (Lab)

» Woodstock (LD)

Labour targets

» Banbury Calthorpe (Con)

» Banbury Easington (Con)

» Banbury Hardwick (Con)

» Didcot South (Con)

» Summertown and Walton Manor (LD)

Reform UK targets

» Banbury Calthorpe (Con)

» Banbury Hardwick (Con)

» Banbury Ruscote (Lab)

» Bicester North (Con)

» Witney North and East (Lab)

» Witney South and Central (Lab)
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Liberal Democrat targets

Benson and Crowmarsh (Con)
Bicester South (Con)

Burford and Carterton West (Con)
Chinnor (Con)

Cholsey and the Hagbournes (Con)
Goring and Woodcote (Con)
Kidlington East (Grn)

Kingston and Stanford (Con)

Green targets

» Bartlemas (Lab)
> Isis (Lab)

» Parks (Lab)

» Shrivenham (Con)

Independent targets

» Barton, Sandhills and Risinghurst (Lab)
» Cowley (Lab)

» Churchill and Lye Valley (Lab)

» Headington and Quarry (LD)

» Rose Hill and Littlemore (Lab)

@

»
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1st May

Polls open 7am - 10pm

The local choice
for Witney

VOTE HAO DU

DIDCOT SOUTH

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY
COUNCIL ELECTION

How the Lib Dems are startil

The Lib Dems have worked hard to get the County Council's finances back on
track. They are now able to Increase investment in the maintenance of roads, cycle
and footpaths. Here are three things they are doing:

Duncan Enright:
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local voice

Thursday
1st May
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Vote Conservative on 1st May
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Hello!

I'm proud to call Didcot my home.

1Hive and work here with my family. My
daughters attend the local school. I've
been honoured to represent you on
the District and Town Councils, and as
Mayar. During that time 've worked
hard to bring real chonge to our town.

Ill keep working to make Didcota
place we're all proud of. ;
iy ca beatine Toiss

Mocky Khan
Your County Council Candidate

Change For Dideot South
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Shropshire

Boundary changes

The Conservatives have already managed to lose
the overall majority of twelve they won in 2021
in Shropshire - but with both the constituencies
of Shrewsbury and North Shropshire having been
lost in last year's general election they could

fall a lot further on 1 May.

The Tories have relatively little ground to lose

in Shrewsbury because that constituency is

highly polarised: within the town they only hold
three divisions while the surrounding countryside is
mostly safe for them. But the Lib Dems currently
hold almost nothing in North Shropshire and that
will surely change as a result of the Owen Patterson
debacle that gifted an ultra-safe Conservative seat
to the centre party back in 2021, in the autumn
following their county council triumphes.

It's even possible - unlikely, but possible - that given
the Lib Dem strength in the south west of the
county they might find their way to a majority. But
whether or not they do, there should be more than
enough for a "progressive" coalition to administer
Shropshire for the next four years. That hasn't been
the case since the days of two-tier local government
in Salop: 1993 in fact.

This is another of the big unitary authorities with
both a huge council size (72 seats) and tiny electoral
divisions: each has less than 4,000 voters.

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

000

(oY)
N

1 vacancy

O &

Ruy &

0006

Bagl EBattle

00

006
000000
HHOO00V000

0000
003
00HDO

6@
(]
V)

Vall

Belle
Vue

@
ma
@

Bri ridg

HO®
200D

oD

@

154



If you assume a turnout of 30%, a candidate needs less -
often alot less - than 600 votes to win a seat.

Take all these factors into account: the relatively small
amount of votes needed to win, the Lib Dem by-election
success and much larger general election hold in North
Shropshire, the Labour gain of Shrewsbury, and the
emergence of Reform UK - and Shropshire is a bubbling
cauldron of potentially big changes, none in the
Conservatives favour.

From a straight read of the 2021 results there are not
enough Lib Dem targets for them to win a majority. But
we need to factor in their transformed position in the
north of the county and the extra council seats it puts in
play for them.

Changes 2021-2025

The party will still need to take a few divisions off
others: the Greens in Oswestry and Labour in a couple
of divisions in Shrewsbury (if that's possible), plus a
couple of independent-held seats. There are also
divisions in North Shropshire where Labour or Greens
were runners up last time, so the Lib Dems will need to
leap-frog them.

But taking all these factors into account it is, on paper at
least, just possible for the Lib Dems to get to the
winning line of 38 seats.

Let's start with the low-hanging fruit. There is Bagley in
the north west of Shrewsbury with a Conservative
majority of 18 (1.2%). A harder, Labour-held division in
Shrewsbury for the Lib Dems to win is Monkmoor, but
they were only 99 votes short there last time (9.1%).

2021 council election 43 9 14 8
2021 - defection: Robert Tindall, Brown Clee - Con to Ind 42 9 14 9
2022 - by-election: Highley - LD gain from Ind 42 9 15 8
2022 - by-election: Bridgnorth West and Tasley - Lab gain from Con 41 10 15 8
2023 - by-election: Worfield - LD gain from Con 40 10 16 8
2023 - by-election: Alveley and Claverley - LD gain from Con 39 10 17 8
2023 - defection: David Minnery, Market Drayton West - Ind to LD 39 10 18 7
2024 - defection: Steve Davenport, St Martin's - Con to Ind 38 10 18 8
2024 - defection: John Price, Oswestry East - Con to Ind 37 10 18 9
2025 - defection: Rachel Connolly, Bridgnorth West and Tasley - Lab to Ind 37 9 18 10
2025 - vacancy: resignation of Mike Isherwood, Oswestry West - Grn 37 9 18 9
Current 37 9 18 9

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections
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The Meres is the easiest North Shropshire division to
win, with a Tory lead of just 23 (1.4%). And
Whittington, east of Oswestry is barely harder: 34
(2.8%). Slightly more difficult is Ruyton [with its eleven
towns] & Baschurch where they have a 90 vote (6.5%)
deficit and Llanymynech - which sounds like it should
be in Wales and almost is - 122 (9.8%).

Then we get to the former 2-councillor divisions.
Whitchurch in the far north of the county was split into
a 2-member Whitchurch North - and that now becomes
Whitchurch North and Whitchurch West - and single
councillor Whitchurch South. The Tories won South
with a pretty big 242 (26.0%) majority but the Lib Dems
won North Shropshire at the general election by 15,311
on a 40% swing. The larger North division was very
much closer with the second Conservative winning by
just 52 (2.9%). All three could go Lib Dem.

Then there is Market Drayton which again until this
year had one 2-councillor division and a single member.
The Lib Dems did not contest either Market Drayton
division last time (but are this year) so we have no
recent local election data - and this may be partly why
Electoral Calculus is forecasting Reform to gain all three
of the new seats, maybe erroneously.

The Conservatives won Market Drayton East last time
fairly handily despite a 17% fall in their vote share
(showing how safe that division has been for them). But
the 2-councillor Market Drayton West split: one Tory,
one Independent. That independent, who only just clung
on by 42 votes, is standing in the new Market Drayton
South while the incumbent Conservative is fighting the
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slimmed down West. The Tories only polled 40% in the
merged division and so of course they are vulnerable.

A 2-councillor division that has survived is Wem, and
this too split in 2021: one Conservative, one
independent. The independent is standing down so you
might expect the best-placed opponent to be the Tories.
But the Lib Dems were only 39 (1.4%) behind in third
and they should pick up both seats here too.

The fourth 2-councillor division in North Shropshire
was Oswestry East, with both seats held by the
Conservatives. In addition there was Oswestry South
and Oswestry West held by the Greens, which the Lib
Dems did not contest last time, but are this. The Greens
were the principal challengers in Oswestry East to the
Tories with the Lib Dems last on just 4%.

East has now become Oswestry North East and
Oswestry South East, and Oswestry West is now
Oswestry North. The Greens may be strong enough in
Oswestry to hold on against a much wider field of
opponents this time (Shropshire First and Reform plus
Labour, Conservative and Lib Dem), and maybe to gain
the two new divisions which are notionally
Conservative.

Before we look at the until-now ignored south of
Shropshire, there are four further divisions in the north
that need name-checking.

These are the four where the runners-up to the

Conservatives last time were not the Liberal
Democrats. Labour came second, 117 votes behind, in
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Ellesmere Urban but have never won this seat. Labour
was also second in yet another 2-councillor division
which has again been reduced to a single member:
Selattyn & Gobowen. They were 157 votes short of the
lower Conservative winner last time.

Then there is St Martin's, wrapping around Ellesmere,
where Labour was 198 votes adrift. Finally there is St
Oswald, south and west of Oswestry, where the Greens
were runners up, 221 behind the Conservatives. Can
the Lib Dems leap in front in these, some of which they
didn't contest last time? Yes, probably.

There are perhaps only three divisions the
Conservatives could hold onto in the north of
Shropshire: Prees, Hodnet and Shawbury, and two of
these three are in The Wrekin constituency, not North
Shropshire.

Traditionally, the Lib Dems have done a lot better in
South Shropshire, where perhaps some of the long-term
Lib Dem competitiveness in next door Brecon &
Radnorshire has rubbed off. The Lib Dems even won the
constituency of Ludlow in 2005 but couldn't hold it -
their former MP tried again last year in renamed South
Shropshire but didn't make it.

Another former 2-councillor division: Church Stretton
& Craven Arms, has been split into its constituent parts
and the Lib Dems might win both (though Church
Stretton is the better bet). They were 192 (7.0%)
behind the lower Conservative winner last time.

The Lib Dems have also won two neighbouring seats in
by-elections in the south of Shropshire: Alveley &
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Claverley and Worfield. Worfield has now been merged
with Claverley while Alveley is in a new divisions that
meanders to the edge of Bridgnorth. Those are already
baked-in to the Lib Dem numbers going into the
election so not winning either of the new divisions will
count as aloss.

Things are harder for the Lib Dems in the south not
because the ground is tougher but because they already
hold nine divisions there and the pickings are much
more scarce as a result.

The party also has some vulnerabilities in the south that
may not be shielded by their surge in the north. The
Conservatives were not far off in two divisions with
great Saxon names: Clee (107 or 7.1%) and Clun (182 or
10.2%). There are two Lib Dem seats in Shrewsbury that
are vulnerable to the Conservatives: Meole, where they
are just 69 votes ahead (4.5%) and the slightly harder to
get Abbey (154, 9.5%).

Then there is Shifnal, which has been completely
redrawn by the boundary commission. There are now
three little island divisions surrounded by large rural
ones: Shifnal North and Shifnal South, and then
Albrighton. Last time the geographically much larger
Shifnal North elected an independent: he is standing in
the now geographically tiny Shifnal North. That should
probably reinforce his majority which was 206 (14.6%).
There are four divisions in this area instead of the three-
and-a-bit there have been; three should be
Conservative.

Then there is Bridgnorth which is another redrawn,
confusing mess. Labour gained a seat in 2-councillor
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Bridgnorth West & Tasley last time, and then won the
other one in a by-election. Then their by-election
winner left the group and became independent. She is
defending her seat as an independent while the one
who won in 2021 is standing down.

Across town there was another 2-seater: Bridgnorth
East & Astley Abbotts in which the Conservatives won
both but with Labour about 250 behind. There is now a
new single member Bridgnorth Castle division -
essentially Bridgnorth Central, which should be
competitive, while Bridgnorth East becomes better for
the Conservatives. Doesn't mean they'll hold on, but it'll
be easier. But if Labour can gain Bridgnorth Castle
that's still another Conservative loss from 2021.

There is also the isolated Labour island of Broseley
which nestles just across the authority boundary from
the outskirts of Telford.

Broseley has an unusual history in that it had an
independent Labour councillor for four terms - beating
the official Labour candidate - throughout the 80s and
90s. Then Labour won it and held it for four terms until
2017, when the Conservatives snatched it. Labour got it
back in 2021 on a 19% swing with the Lib Dems passing
on standing a candidate.

The ousted Conservative councillor, Simon Harris, is re-
standing this time - but as a Shropshire First candidate.
And Electoral Calculus is forecasting Reform will win
here. That isn't quite in the realms of the absurd as
there will be a much more fragmented contest this time,
but Labour's winner from four years ago is defending
her seat.
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Finally, let's turn to Shrewsbury. There has been one
major boundary change here: the 3-councillor Bayston
Hill, Column and Sutton division has been split into
three single divisions. This old division ran from just
south of Shrewsbury town centre out into the
countryside. Two of the three newcomers will be safely
Labour: Column & Sutton and Oteley & Reabrook.

But Bayston Hill: the outlying, largely rural division may
not be. Labour's third councillor was only 273 (7.0%)
ahead of the Tories in 2021 and if their vote is heavily
weighted towards the north end this could be a
Conservative gain. They are so much less popular now
than four years ago though that they could still fail here.

There are a couple of other Conservative chances in the
suburbs of Shrewsbury but they're not really very
promising. There is Lib Dem-held Meole (majority 69,
4.5%), which is south-west Shrewsbury and, above it,
Green-held Radbrook with a 349 (17.5%) majority. The
Greens gained Radbrook on a quite absurd 30% swing
last time but without a Lib Dem challenger which there
will be this. So the Green lead may not be quite as solid
as the basic numbers suggest.

Shrewsbury has seventeen divisions and many of these
are competitive. Labour will be looking to take
Harlescott (Shrewsbury North) off the Conservatives
who only held it by 23 (2.8%) last time.

Labour was just pushed into third in Bagley (North
West) last time, and while the Tories were only 18
ahead of the Lib Dems they were only 47 ahead of
Labour: no-one polled over 30% there.
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If there is a massive Tory collapse then they may even
have to worry about potentially aptly-named
Battlefield (North East) though their majority of 275
(29.0%) should be safe enough.

In conclusion let's consider Reform's chances. This isn't
one of their best counties: it's on the wrong side of the
country for that. They didn't perform exceptionally well
in last year's general election, partly because the Lib
Dems are firmly established as the party to vote for if
you want to kick the Conservatives.

Constituency

Nor was UKIP especially successful here: they won no
seats in their peak year of 2013. That said, they did poll
quite strongly in a few divisions - most of them in North
Shropshire - which Reform probably won't replicate
because the Lib Dems are so much stronger here now.

%vote
Whittington
Shifnal South
Prees
Llanymynech
Hodnet
Bridgnorth East
Bridgnorth West and Tasley
Market Drayton West
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The Electoral Calculus MRP in March had Reform
winning thirteen councillors, mostly in urban divisions
like Ellesmere, Shifnal, Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Broseley,
Market Drayton and Oswestry. I'm sceptical that
Reform will win in North Shropshire but they may do
better in the south - especially in those divisions that
are part of The Wrekin where there is much less of a Lib
Dem presence.

That MRP has the Lib Dems falling nine seats short of a
majority but if we shunt the five seats Electoral Calculus
thinks Reform will win in North Shropshire across (this
is problematic but it's just for fun) the Lib Dems get to
34.

Electoral Calculus has the two Lib Dem by-election
gains in the south down as Conservative, and if they can
win both Church Stretton and Craven Arms from that
former 2-councillor division that gets them to 37 - but
that's the ceiling on the seats they can take off the
Conservatives.

To get an overall majority they have to defeat Labour in
at least one Shrewsbury ward. Shrewsbury looks like it
has an east-west divide with the west Lib Dem and more
populous east Labour. So Monmoor becomes a crucial
division.

But, as | asserted at the beginning, whether the Lib
Dems get across the line or not, there should be at least
forty councillors returned who are neither Conservative
or Reform. So the Lib Dems will either rule alone or at
the head of a "progressive" coalition.
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Key seats

Lib Dem targets

Bagley (Con)

Craven Arms (Con)
Ellesmere Urban (Con)
Llanymynech (Con)

Market Drayton East & Rural (Con)
Market Drayton North (Con)
Monkmoor (Lab)

Oswestry North (Grn)
Oswestry North East (Con)
Oswestry South (Grn)
Oswestry South East (Con)
Porthill (Grn)

Ruyton and Baschurch (Con)
St Martin's (Ind elected as Con)
St Oswald (Con)

Selattyn and Gobowen (Con)
Shawbury (Con)

The Meres (Con)

The Strettons (Con)

Wem (1 Con, 1 Ind)
Whitchurch North (Con)
Whitchurch South (Con)
Whitchurch West (Con)
Whittington (Con)
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Labour targets .

» Abbey (LD) ‘
» Bagley (Con)

» Battlefield (Con)

» Bridgnorth West & Tasley (Con)
» Ellesmere Urban (Con)

» Harlescott (Con)

» Meole (LD)

» Underdale (LD)

Reform UK targets

» Albrighton (Con)
Bridgnorth Castle (Lab)
Bridgnorth East (Con)
Bridgnorth West & Tasley (Con)
Broseley (Con)

Highley (LD)

Market Drayton North (Con)
Market Drayton South (Con)
Shifnal North (Con)

» Shifnal South (Con)

vVvVvyVvivVvVvYVYyyYy

»

Conservative targets ‘
» Bayston Hill (Lab) "
» Bicton Heath (LD)

» Bridgnorth South and Alveley
(LD by-election gain)
» Brown Clee (Ind elected as Con)
» Clee (LD)
» Clun (LD)
» Market Drayton East (LD)
» Meole (LD)
» St Oswald (Ind elected as Con)
» Shifnal Rural (Ind)
» Wem (1 Ind)
» Claverley & Worfield
(LD by-election gain)
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Oswestry needs CHAN

Your local Liberal Democrat FOCUS Team want to work together to

GE

change things for the better at Oswestry Town Coundil

" T The Oswestry Liberal
Bl ) Oeriocrot £OCUS team
already work hard to help
residents, but need your
support to have an even
bigger impact.

Since 2021, Helen Morgan MP
has shown the impact that having,
a hard working member of the

Iocal Lib Dem FOCUS teamn can

‘; Ligg, s May, residents have & choice
PEMGRAL between expanding the hard

) working local Liberal Democrat
1 FOCUS team right across
Oswesiry,or re-slecting the same
partes and indhiduals that have
Deen in control of pus Town
Coundilfor years.

oAL \

O Town Couned needs 1o work
to faciltate collaboration
between partners to protect our
Iocal services cost-effectively, but
with Guabty of provision at the
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Mark Roberts says: “Our town
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experience of our town and it
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Contacting your lotal councillor
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continue to grom.

By backing the local FOCUS team
on May 1%, Oswestry wil be abie
to change for the better-

Working all year round - not just elections

Everyone in Oswestry knows someone that Helen

Morgan MP or a local member of the FOCUS team
has helped.

3 .o

That's because Liberal Demacrats are seen out and

about in our community all year round. Many say that
they only see the other parties at election time when
they want your vote.

rebekah,

Rebekah Anderton said: “For me, it’s about putting

residents first, not party politics. | love being a part of
Oswestry and want the best for it. Your FOCUS team is.
easily contactable if you have an issue.”
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CRAIG EMERY

focussed Craig has ived in our area all of his.

oenmunity
lita and can be sean working hard
+ Chairman Gabowen Commanity Group
Parent Govemor Gobawen SChool
~ Parish Counclior
Neighbourhood Watch
Gobawen Pantomime Group
o

IT'S CRAIG EMERY OR
THE CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE HERE

the community all year
long, his long list of voluntary work includes:

I only s
election tme - Craig s
"} approachable if 1 need anything. he will
make a great hardworking illor.”

Rich Eccleston

CONSERVATIVE
Works hard all Only seen at
year round election time
Strong record of No record of
achievement here

achievement here

« Free to vote for
the areas

interest's

Told how to vote
by Conservatives

®

YOUR CHOICE: HARDWORKING CFAIG OR CONSERVATIVE

tomo
e our country i now
s s
A Vast amgy i
05 to oy, s of your

Sh. potholes oy,
9 e not
YOUr counei tay. TePaired, they,

d your
COUNCi tax by by £393

Vote for Ref
 area M you can bring reaf

Thes year your choica is between hardworking
Councillor Craig Emery or the Conservative Councillor,

Al the last election you had 2 voles. This time,
dacision is aven more important as you wil anly have 1
wole. Its Craig or Conservative who can wir

Selatyn, Hengoed & Gobowen — votes for other parties
‘aro wastod hero.

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL ELECTION

VOTE FOR A HARD
WORKING COUNCILLOR

Poopie across Selattyn, Hengoed, Pant Gias & Gabowen
v lokd s they are impressed by Craig's hard work

and dedication to the area and the work he does all year
round

in 1% May wes know thal it will b very elose betwesn
Craig and the Conservative candidate, please use your
vote to support your hard working local Councliar Craig
Emery.

| CRAIG EMERY

&
i

Mike
Avery

Radbrook | Shrewsbury
YOUR REFORM UK CANDIDATE

Mike Avery
Reform UK

Shropshire Council pays over £35,000 a day, of our money, in interest payments to
service its debts of £310 Million. | believe all current Councillors must take their
fair share of blame for this mess and for the increase in our Council Tax

| have built and saved businesses and | am featured in the Who's Who of Britain’s
Business Elite. | believe with my passion for your welfare and the environment |
can fight for our schools, care services, open spaces and safeguard our
environment and improve the efficiency of your Council. I've recently worked in
the front line of the NHS and | believe we need more uniforms and fewer suits to
provide better care and services for those who need it the most.

DO YOU SUPPORT REFORM UK?

Scan the QR code or visit
https://grcodehub.io/shrewsbury-reformparty.uk

Promoted by Mike Avery - on behalf of themselves at 124 city rd London EC1V 2NX UK
Printed by Sign & Poster, 4 Henry Close, jeld Enterprise Park Shrewsbury. $Y13TJ
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Staffordshire

Of all the "Red Wall" counties, Staffordshire has
been the most catastrophic for Labour.

Consider this: until 2009 the Conservatives had only
once (the deep mid-term election of 1977) won more
seats on Staffordshire county council than Labour.
Between 1973 and 2009 only once (1977 again) had
Labour not had a majority on this county council
(admittedly including Stoke-on-Trent then but Stoke
today is hardly the Labour bastion it was either). n the
four elections since 2009, Labour's county councillors
have numbered 3, 24, 10 and 4.

Between 2001 and 2021, Labour's county-wide vote
share has gone from 41% to 26%; the Conservatives'
from 38% to 57%. This is not a passing phase of Labour
unpopularity (as 1977 was); this is a sea change in the
voting intentions of a Midlands county that, like
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire mixes former coal
towns and affluent, growing commuter suburbs,
Cathedral cities and vast council estates, sweeping
rural vistas and sizeable towns.

And yet even here, Labour was able to perform well at
the general election. They regained the once rock solid
seats that had fallen from their grasp in 2017 and 2021
all three in Stoke, Newcastle-under-Lyme; won back
marginals like Burton, Stafford, Tamworth and
Cannock Chase; and even managed to take Lichfield -
somewhere even the Blair landslide missed in 1997.

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections
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Some of this rebound was foretold in district elections.
The Conservatives had, by 2021, managed to win a
majority on Cannock Chase district for the first time
ever. In last year's all-out council elections, Labour
regained their majority there, albeit that their vote was
actually down on 2023 when they fell short. But the
Conservative vote collapsed to just 29%, down from
53%in 2021.

It was a similar story in Tamworth, where the
Conservatives had already been beaten up in a
parliamentary by-election in October 2023 following
the resignation, in disgrace, of Tory MP Chris Pincher.

The Conservative vote was down from 57% in 2021 to
35%; Labour's up from 29% to 49%. In the 2023 local
elections, Labour had won control of East Staffs
(Burton & Uttoxeter) and removed the Conservative
majority in Stafford and Staffs Moorlands (Leek).

By the general election, Staffordshire no longer looked
quite the Labour wasteland it had three years earlier.

Changes 2021-2025

But looks can be deceiving. Staffordshire has,
essentially, flipped: it is now a Conservative county
where Labour can win in dire Tory years whereas, back
in 1977, it was a Labour county the Conservatives
could win at the depths of the Callaghan government's
trough.

Look at the likely impact that Reform will have:
threatening to take those same wards Labour has only
just managed to claw back from the Conservatives. This
is a phenomenon we've looked at again and again in this
preview in other Midlands counties but also in those
coastal districts in Kent that are about to elect scores
of Reform councillors.

Labour's renaissance in Staffordshire (and the country)
was driven more by a vast loss of Conservative support
than a surge for Labour. Here, for every one point of
support Labour gained, the Conservatives lost up to
four. This is why it's been called the loveless landslide:
voters were kicking the Tories out, not swooning to Sir
Keir Starmer's lacklustre leadership.

2021 council election 57 4 0 1
2022 - suspension: Tom Loughbrough-Rudd, Burntwood North - Con to Ind 56 4 0 2
2022 - by-election: Biddulph North - Lab gain from Con 55 5 0 2
2024 - defection: Thomas Jay, Amington - Con to Ind 54 5 0 3
2024 - defection: Mike Wilcox, Burntwood South - Con to Ind 53 5 0 4
Current 53 5 0 4

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections
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Vote share changes in Staffordshire constituencies at the 2024

general election
Constituency Con m

Cannock Chase -39.1 +11.1
Tamworth -34.8 +11.7
Kingswinford & South Staffs (pt) -34.0 +9.5
Lichfield -30.7 +14.1
Burton and Uttoxeter -30.1 +4.7
Stoke-on-Trent South (pt) -29.3 +5.1
Staffordshire Moorlands -28.7 +5.9
Stoke-on-Trent North (pt) -27.8 +5.5
Stafford -27.6 +9.1
Newcastle-under-Lyme -25.2 +5.0

Stone, Great Wyrley & Penkridge -22.0 +12.1

Labour's recovery in Staffordshire appears so
transitory that the March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP
forecasts that Labour will win exactly the same number
of county divisions on May 1 that they won in 2021:
just five. Remarkably, just two of those five are
divisions Labour won four years ago: Stafford Central
and Leek South.

Is this a credible forecast given that Labour now holds
six of the eight-and-two-thirds constituencies (South
Staffordshire being shared with Kingswinford in
Dudley)? Some Labour backers say of course the party
can't do as badly as 2021 this time.

There are huge problems with Electoral Calculus

forecasts which are produced to grab headlines and
thus employment for its products rather than to set a

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

Illustrative map of March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP

gold standard of psephological forecasting. And local
election forecasting is far more complex than general
elections because turnout is far lower, there are local
parties and independents, and volatility is much higher.
So there is a far higher margin of error, on top of a
questionable, untested, algorithm.
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And vyet it could well be broadly accurate, even if
Labour were to do slightly better than their baseline.
This is because in Leave-voting, culturally
conservative areas, which predominate in Stafford-
shire, Labour is no longer the natural choice. The ten
points of support Labour has lost nationally have
gone almost entirely to Reform in the ten months
since the general election. That decline will be larger
in these Labour-ambivalent areas that returned to
them as the best chance to oust the Conservatives.

Thus the MRP forecasts that
Reform, not Labour, will win all
seven divisions in Cannock
Chase (plus the two in adjoining

Burton

% Dove Burntwood) and Reform, not
Labour, will win all five in

Buron Buron Tamworth. They also forecast

7/ BuntonTrent Reform will take the five

covering Burton of which two
are Labour-held;
hence the churn in Labour seats
even though their overall
numbers stay the same.
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What do the areas Reform are

doing exceptionally well in have
in  common (aside being
constituencies with Labour MPs
now)? They all voted Leave by massive margins in 2016.
Staffordshire as a whole produced a big 63%-37%
Leave win but Cannock Chase gave Leave 68%,
Tamworth 67% and Staffordshire Moorlands 65%.

Wilnecote
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Only Stafford and Lichfield produced Leave votes
below 60%.

And these areas have already produced big Reform
votes at last year's general election. It's simple maths: if
Reform is ten points or more up on its general election
performance (a legitimate "if" given the polls
overstated Reform by a lot then) and are probably
going to be particularly up in the types of divisions that
predominate in Staffordshire then they will be polling
close to 40% in Cannock and Tamworth, and in the mid-
30s across the rest of the county.

These are the sorts of shares that First Past The Post
delivers wins with, especially in fragmented
battlegrounds where lower shares are needed to get
over the line.

Reform vote in Staffordshire constituencies, 2024 general election

%vote

Constituency vote
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Stafford is one of the places Labour may well gain
ground: adding Stafford South West (the old Stafford
West) to Stafford Central. The other is Newcastle-
under-Lyme, where the MRP has Labour regaining
Newcastle South, presumably in an evenly-divided
fight with Reform taking a big chunk from the Tories'
57% in 2021. But if that's the underpinning, Reform
could win there too: may even be more likely to.

But let's analyse this county in Labour's terms for a
moment. There are twelve - only twelve! - divisions that
Labour finished twenty percentage points or less
behind the Conservatives last time. Add to these
twelve Biddulph North, which Labour gained in a by-
election in 2022, though the MRP has Reform winning
here.

The two top Labour targets are the Burntwood
divisions: Burntwood North where the Tories won by
just 35 votes (1.2%) and Burntwood South by 80
(2.7%).

Then there are three in Cannock Chase: Chadsmoor,
where Labour lost by 161 (5.9%), the new single-
member Hednesford North division where Labour is
about fifteen points behind, but where a Community
Party finished second last time, skewing the result; and
the Rugeley division of Brereton & Ravenhill: 169
(6.2%).

There are four semi-marginal divisions in Newcastle-
under-Lyme (and note that Newcastle South: the one
Electoral Calculus suggests will go Labour isn't one of
them): May Bank & Wolstanton (maj 316, 9.4%), Talke
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& Red Street (357, 11.9%), Bradwell & Porthill (388,
12.6%) and Audley & Chesterton (434, 14.7%).

It's highly unlikely that Talke & Red Street will go
Labour - this is part of the Kidsgrove conurbation that
is going to produce a massive Reform vote (Kidsgrove
gave UKIP a 41% vote back in the 2013 county
elections; Talke 33%) but still, it's notionally a Labour
target too.

Staffordshire divisions in which UKIP polled in excess of 30% in
the 2013 council elections
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Keele, Knutton and Silverdale

Kinver

Lichfield Rural West
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The remainder of potential Labour gains are scattered
across the county. There is the already-mentioned
Stafford South West which the Conservatives won by
391 or 11.3%. There is Lichfield City North - 344 or
10.5%. The only Tamworth division that makes this list
is Perrycrofts where the margin s large: 632 or 17.4%.

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

And there is Uttoxeter Town, where the Conservatives
won by 346 or 10.5%. But the result here last time was
skewed by an independent (the former Conservative
county councillor) who came second with 22% and isn't
standing this time. Labour polled just 21% and haven't
won here since 2001.

It's possible Labour can put an extra division or two in
play where they are even further adrift: maybe
Stafford North (710, 22.6%); maybe Stretton in the
outskirts of Burton (800, 24.7%) and of course
Newcastle South (829, 23.9%); The Heaths in
Tamworth (the old Amington division: 784, 26.0%);
Norton Canes, Heath Hayes & Wimblebury (Cannock
Villages: 719, 22.5%). But these are crumbs.

It is likely that only three parties will be represented on
the county council after the election. Staffordshire is a
barren county for the Liberal Democrats: they polled
2.8% here in 2021 and haven't won a seat since 2009.
The Greens may win a seat in Cannock Chase (if they do
it'll be Hednesford North or Hawks Green, Rawnsley
& Cannock Wood but the odds are long, even though
they do well in district elections there). An independent
will probably survive in Stone Urban.

If Reform meets or exceeds expectations they will gain
enough seats to remove the (huge) Conservative
majority of 44 seats, and if they block Labour in enough
of their targets they'll be close to a majority. The
Electoral Calculus MRP gives Reform 30 seats,
Conservatives 26, Labour 5 and 1 Independent - two
seats short of a majority for Reform. But it's more likely
they'll fall a bit further short and Labour do somewhat
better: just nowhere close to their halcyon days of yore.
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Key seats

Reform UK targets

» Audley and Chesterton (Con) » Kidsgrove (Con)

» Biddulph North (Lab) » Lichfield City North (Con) ’ ‘
» Bradwell and Porthill (Con) » Lichfield City South (Con)

» Brereton and Ravenhill (Con) » May Bank and Wolstanton (Con)

» Burntwood North (Con) » Newcastle South (Con)

» Burntwood South (Ind elected as Con) » Norton Canes, Heath Hayes & Wimblebury (Con)
» Burton South (Con) » Perrycrofts (Con)

» Burton Tower (Lab) » Silverdale and Knutton (Con)

» Burton Town (Con) » Stafford West (Con)

» Burton Trent (Lab) » Stretton (Con)

» Cannock Town (Con) » Talke and Red Street (Con)

» Chadsmoor (Con) » The Cotes/Two Rivers (Con)

» Cheadle and Checkley (Con) » The Heaths (Con)

» Etching Hill and the Heath (Con) » Uttoxeter Town (Con)

» Hawks Green, Rawnsley and Cannock Wood (Con) » Watling (Con)

» Hednesford North (Con) » Wilnecote (Con)

Labour targets

» Brereton and Ravenhill (Con)

» Burntwood North (Con)

» Burntwood South (Con)

» Chadsmoor (Con)

» Hednesford North (Con)

» May Bank and Wolstanton (Con)

» Newcastle South (Con)

» Norton Canes, Heath Hayes and Wimblebury (Con)
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» Silverdale and Knutton (Con) "

» Stafford North (Con)

» Stafford South East (Con)
» Stafford South West (Con)
» The Heaths (Con)

» Watling (Con)

» Wilnecote (Con)
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Burton Trent | Local Election
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A dedicated community advocate with 15 years leadership
experience, my passion is making the Burton Trent District a
better place to live & work. | am committed to addressing key
local issues eg road infrastructure in Stapenhill. | enjoy

On May 1st, vote to change Tamworth for the better
O Help Tamworth thrive @ Aclean, Green and united

How Your vote WILL n
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Workers Party of Britain
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Warwickshire n HE

Warwickshire was hideously truncated in the local
government reorganisation, leaving its north barely
attached to the bulk of the county's population south
of Coventry.

Badd

This truncation is more than just geographical. The
politics of North Warwickshire, Nuneaton and
Bedworth differ dramatically to those of Warwick,
Leamington, Kenilworth and Stratford-on-Avon, while
Rugby is a law unto itself, equidistant between and
isolated from both halves of the county.

BedNgBedC

BedW

DOD
0096
06600

&
=
&

BedE
North Warwickshire was traditionally the best end of <

the county for Labour. Nuneaton was a safe Labour Earl

constituency until 1983, and it was the Bar @
tonnage of Labour votes from Polesworth,
Atherstone and Baddesley that made the @ @ @ @ @ @ @
Meriden constituency (when that was part
of the county) a key marginal. @ @ @ @ @ @ @
Brun
But the north of the county took strongly
to Thatcherism and, while new Labour was @ @ @ @ @ @
able to claw back a lot of the ground the party
surrendered in the 1980s, that was just an @ @
interregnum. Brexit and other cultural issues
pulled both North Warwickshire and Nuneaton & @ @ @
Bedworth aggressively to the right, behaving far more
like Staffordshire to the north than the rest of Warks to @
the south (which votes more like Oxfordshire).

Q0006
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Changes 2021-2025

0
-

2021 council election 42 6 5 4
2025 - defection: Wallace Redford, Cubbington & Leek Wootton- Con to Ind 41 6 5 5
2025 - defection: Judy Falp, Whitnash - Res to Ind 41 6 5 5
Current 41 6 5 5

North Warwickshire voted Leave by 68% to 32%;
Nuneaton and Bedworth 67-33. In the 2019 general
election the Conservatives won these two supposedly
marginal constituencies with majorities of 13,144
(Nuneaton) and 17,956 (North Warwickshire).

Yet even these vast stockpiles of votes weren't
sufficient to save their Conservative MPs at the 2024
general election. Just don't mis-analyse the rank
unpopularity of the Conservatives last year as a revival
of Labour. You'd be wrong, and we don't want to make
you look daft, do we?

Of course, the Conservatives were not just deeply
unpopular in North Warwickshire. They were fairly
likely to lose Rugby the moment Boris Johnson ordered
Conservative MPs to block any censure of Owen
Patterson in autumn 2021 then u-turned, leaving them
high and dry, defending the indefensible.

That was the moment the Tory government lost its
opinion poll lead, compounded by Partygate, Nonce-
gate [Wakefield], Tractor-gate [Tiverton & Honiton],
Grope-gate [Tamworth], Truss-gate, Peerage-gate
[Dorries], Lightweight-Rishi-pledges-he-couldn't-even-
deliver-gate and Betting-gate.
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They even contrived to lose Stratford-on-Avon to the
Lib Dems in last year's general election, and lost
Warwick & Leamington back in 2017, shifting left for
years as the constituency's liberal values and growing
student electorate departed from a right-tilting
Conservative Party. The Tories now hold just
Kenilworth & Southam.

The north of Warwickshire turned against the
Conservatives for not delivering the things it promised,
while the south of the county turned against them for
promising those sorts of policies, framed in the way the
party since Cameron has framed them, in the first place.

You can see this divergence in the votes Reform won in
last year's general election: 10,701 (26%) in North
Warwickshire and Bedworth; just 5,154 (10.5%) in
Warwick & Leamington. The stretch of farmland
between Nuneaton and Rugby to the east of Coventry
is a political and cultural no-mans-land, not just a
physical one.

What all this means for the county council elections is
that a still deeply unpopular Conservative Party is on
track to lose lots of seats. But in the north it will be to
Reform and in the south it will be to Lib Dems. Labour
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may even get thrown a couple of breadcrumbs too,
though their last outpost in the north: Nuneaton
Abbey division, is at risk. The problem for the parties of
the centre-left is that, by and large, they already hold
the divisions they're likely to: picked up in 2017 and
2021.

Constituency

The Lib Dems can of course expand their base in
Stratford-on-Avon. They already hold Stratford South
and Stratford West; they missed Stratford North by
just 115 votes - and only because the Conservative
vote increased by the same amount as theirs following
the departure of a Stratford First councillor.

Stratford is the foundation of the Lib Dem vote in this
much larger, mostly rural constituency but it doesn't
provide enough support for them to win. To buttress
their councillors there they'll expect to add Studley
(Conservative majority: 221, 7.8%), Alcester (288,
8.1%), and then the slightly harder targets of Stour &
the Vale (506, 15.8%) and Bidford & Welford (681,
17.1%). If they're really on a roll they could maybe even
snatch Wellesbourne, a division split with Kenilworth
and Southam (but mostly in that constituency). They're
1,029 votes, or 28.6% behind there. That's a big leap,
but not entirely beyond the realms of imagination.
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Beyond their Stratford core, the Lib Dems should hold
their two Leamington divisions plus Eastlands in the
Rugby suburbs, and have a good chance of winning
Kenilworth St John's - a division the Tories have never
lost but where their majority is only 318 or 8.5%. If they
win most of these the Lib Dems can just about scrape
into double figures in the council chamber.

The Conservatives will be left holding onto rural
divisions - fortunately there are a couple of dozen of
these and, other than the ones the Lib Dems may win
around Stratford, most should stay Conservative.

Labour has two realistic targets. One is Admirals &
Cawston: the western suburbs of Rugby, but they have
quite a big gap to close here: 612 votes (19.8%). The
other is the northern suburbs of Rugby: Brownsover &
Coton Park, which is a little easier for them: they are
just 313 (11.6%) behind here.

Labour also probably won Warwick South in last year's
general election but in the 2021 council elections the
Greens were runners up, just 396 votes behind. A
similar dynamic exists in Warwick North: Labour
gained the seat in 2021 by exactly one hundred votes
(3.5%) but the Greens, who didn't stand here in 2021,
will fancy their chances again.

In a January district council by-election the Greens
easily gained a seat in Warwick all Saints & Woodloes -
part of Warwick North county division. Both Labour
and the Conservatives had a nightmare: Labour down
25 percentage points and the Tories (who had some
expectations of gaining it) down 16.
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If they can win both Warwick North and Warwick
South the Greens will have the largest contingent
of county councillors from the Warwick-
Leamington conurbation: four, to two Labour and
two Lib Dems.

Noticed that as we've gone around the south of
Warwickshire we've discovered not one Reform
target division? Let's leap across that rural gap
between Rugby and Nuneaton (Fosse division)
and correct this at once.

Nuneaton has nine divisions and
adjoining Bedworth four. As
already mentioned, Labour has just
one: Nuneaton Abbey; the rest all
voted Conservative in 2021.

I N
"~ ~New Bliton
‘and Oyerslade

I

Cabbington and %
eek Weotton |

Just two election cycles ago - 2013,
all bar three were Labour held (one
also by the Greens). This time they
could hold none with Nuneaton
Abbey looking likely to go Reform.

Of the Nuneaton divisions, only
Bulkington & Whitestone is rock
solid for the Conservatives (they
polled over three quarters of the
vote here in 2021), though they
should also be okay in next door
Nuneaton East (58% Conservative
in2021).

Stourand The Vale
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Weddington, immediately to the north, is the Green
target in Nuneaton: they held it until last time, Keith
Kondakor losing it by just ten votes with barely any
change in vote shares.

Kondakor holds the equivalent seat on the district
council and the Conservative winner last time isn't
defending the seat, so he has a reasonable chance of
winning it back. The Electoral Calculus MRP, though,
says this one will go Reform. As it does all the remaining
Nuneaton and Bedworth divisions: eleven Reform
gains, potentially.

Continuing into North Warwickshire district, the
Reform wave continues to ripple. These divisions are a
far more rural than Nuneaton's and are often a straight
fight between the Conservatives and Labour. In this
area, Liberal Democrats are almost extinct. Reform's
top targets here will be Polesworth, Baddesley &
Dordon, Atherstone and Hartshill & Mancetter -
possibly Coleshill North & Water Orton too. No point
in providing majority figures here as Reform didn't
contest themin 2021.

Some of these divisions illustrate the Labour collapse in
the north of the county. They won Baddesley & Dordon
at every county election until 2017; in 2021 the
Conservatives won it with 73% of the vote. Atherstone
was Labour every election bar 2009 until 2021, yet the
Tories took 59% here last time, regaining the seat. It's a
similar story in Hartshill & Mancetter: Tory with 66% in

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

2021. Only Polesworth was close last time: the
Conservatives snatching that one by 180 votes.

Polesworth, then is Labour's one realistic shot of
regaining a foothold in the north, but Reform look like
beating them to it and locking them out for at least
another four years. But probably for longer: the party
simply doesn't speak to communities like this any more
- to many it doesn't seem even to want to.

Given the Conservatives will lose up to ten seats in the
south of the county to the "progressive" parties and
their majority is twenty-five, if Reform win more than
two seats the Tory majority falls. Reform will win far
more than this: somewhere around fifteen is likely to be
their floor and twenty their ceiling.

Maybe around thirty five of the 57 seats on the county
council will still be held by parties of the right but given
they are locked in a potentially existential battle and
have no love for each other, that cannot necessarily
mean business as usual.

Equally, there will be only around twenty councillors
from parties other than Conservative and Reform -
nowhere near enough to be able to cobble together an
administration. This is what some wags call a "well-
hung" council because no party is close to the winning
line. No possible coalition here could exclude both
Reform and the Conservatives though.
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Key seats

Conservative targets

» Kenilworth Park Hill (Grn)

» New Bilton and Overslade (Lab)
» Nuneaton Abbey (Lab)

» Warwick North (Lab)

Labour targets

Reform UK targets

» Admirals and Cawston (Con)
» Bilton and Hillside (Con)

» Polesworth (Con)

» Warwick South (Con)

Lib Dem targets

Alcester (Con)

Bidford and Welford (Con)
Bilton and Hillside (Con)
Kenilworth St John's (Con)
Stratford North (Con)
Stour and the Vale (Con)
Studley (Con)
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» Arbury (Con) '

» Attleborough (Con)

» Baddesley and Dordon (Con)
» Bedworth Central (Con)

» Bedworth North (Con)

» Bedworth South (Con)

» Bedworth West (Con)

» Camp Hill (Con)

» Coleshill North and Water Orton (Con)
» Galley Common (Con)

» Hartshill and Mancetter (Con)
» Nuneaton Abbey (Lab)

» Polesworth (Con)

» Stockingford (Con)

» Weddington (Con)

Green targets

» Shipston (Con) '
» Warwick South (Con)

» Weddington (Con)
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The Trade Unionist and * Oppose all cuts and closures to council services, jobs, pay
Socialist Coalition and conditions; or privatisation or transfer to "arms-length’
(TUSC) is an alliance of organisations, which are the first steps to privatisation.

working-class fighters

prepared to stand up to * Reject council tax, rent and service charge increases for
the establishment working-class people to make up for cuts in government
politicians at election funding.
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West Northamptonshire EH

Boundary and council size changes 1 vacancy
Although the term will almost certainly irk residents @

of Daventry, Brackley and the smaller towns and

villages of West Northants, this council s, & 13

essentially, Greater Northampton. Buc1BBuc2

lie in the county town meaning that any party that can

sweep Northampton wins West Northants. @ @

The problem is that Northampton is a fairly

polarised, competitive town. There are very @ @
safe Labour divisions, two or three the Lib Dems

can win and a clutch of Conservative seats in the @ @ @
suburbs. In the 2013 county council elections, one

of UKIP's three Northamptonshire councillors 4 .
was elected in the town's Kingsthorpe North

division.

Forty one of the now seventy five seats on this council @

Because Labour cannot lock down
Northampton (all bar one of their @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @
crop of councillors sit for the town;

the other representing Daventry)

the party cannot win West Northamp- @ @ @ @ @ @ @
tonshire. Not on its own.

In contrast, the Conservatives have @ @ @ @
to win the vast majority of the rural @ @
wards surrounding Northampton,
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then just do respectably in the town and they have an
almost baked-in majority. At least, they did before the
dawn of Reform UK.

West Northants is probably not going to be one of
Reform's best councils but they should emerge with
some councillors. Their general election performance
was not especially awesome, failing to exceed 20% of
the vote anywhere. But they will be very much stronger
in concentrated parts of West Northamptonshire.

Constituency

Changes 2021-2025

The dominance of Northampton within this council also
produces an interesting political dynamic, as parties -
notably, but not limited to, the Liberal Democrats
campaigning in provincial divisions to stop the town
draining all the authority's resources. Presumably they
aren't campaigning on the same message in their
Northampton targets and therefore it is both
shameless and at the same time entirely
understandable.

West Northamptonshire's Conservative group has not
experienced quite the same degree of fractiousness,
bust-ups, suspensions, defections and by-election
defeats as North Northamptonshire's has but today
they nonetheless have seven fewer councillors than
they started out with in 2021.

C L LD Oth
2021 council election 66 20 5 2
2021 - defection: lan McCord, Deanshanger - Con to Ind 65 20 5 3
2022 - defection: Paul Clark, Billing and Rectory Farm - Con to Ind 64 20 5 4
2024 - by-election: East Hunsbury and Shelfleys - LD gain from Con 63 20 6 4
2023 - defection: Jonathan Nunn, Nene Valley - Con to Ind 62 20 6 5
2024 - defection: Richard Solesbury-Timms, Middleton Cheney - Con to Ind 61 20 6 6
2024 - defection: Louisa Fowler, Towcester and Roade - Con to Ind 60 20 6 7
2024 - defection: Sue Sharps, Brackley - Ind to Lab 60 21 6 6
2025 - defection: Paul Joyce, Headlands - Lab to Ind 60 20 6 7
2025 - vacancy: resignation of 1zzy Bowen, Nene Valley Con 59 20 6 7
Current 59 20 6 7
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Only one of these - what is becoming Hunsbury - was a
by-election defeat to the Lib Dems. This is a suburban
division in the west of Northampton and may be
difficult for the Lib Dems to defend: it's been
Conservatives since its creation in 2001 and there are
other longer-term Lib Dem wards in Northampton -
notably Kingsthorpe South - that need defending. Do
they have the resources?

It hasn't just been the Tories that have suffered
defections here though. The independent councillor in
Brackley defected to Labour - a brave choice as this
South Northants town has never elected a Labour
councillor (though it has gone Lib Dem and UKIP). She
is defending her seat to her credit but won't start as
favourite to succeed.

Only a few weeks after gaining that Brackley seat,
Labour lost one in Northampton's Headlands ward
after their sitting councillor was deselected and he
resigned from the party. So Labour ends where it
started: twenty councillors out of ninety-three.

West Northamptonshire was set up quickly after the
implosion of the county council and the old county
council electoral divisions were used for the inaugural
contest in 2021, electing three councillors instead of
one. As with North Northamptonshire, the Local
Government  Electoral Commission has now
overhauled those boundaries, as well as the size of the
council. Seventeen councillors have been axed though
this will still be a huge council with 76 seats, and there
will now be a mix of thirteen 3-councillor, fifteen 2-
councillor and seven single-councillor wards.
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This is a fairly radical redrawing. But the underlying
electoral battleground does not change that much.

In Northampton, Labour should be able to count on ten
councillors from Abington & Phippsville, Castle,
Kingsley & Semilong (the renamed St George's) and
Dallington-Spencer wards.

The Conservatives can only rely on the heavily-
redrawn, single member Parklands ward, and the 2-
councillor Weston Favell & Abington Vale, but should
also be able to win Duston (3), Nene Valley (3), that Lib
Dem target of Hunsbury (3), and Upton - a better
version for them of the Sixfields ward (2).

That leaves seventeen Northampton seats up for grabs
inwhat are currently split or highly marginal wards.

The Conservatives should benefit from boundary
changes in the new Billing ward (split 2 Con, 1 Lab in
2021), while adjoining Blackthorn & Rectory Farm
may be easier for Labour to gain. Both will elect two
councillors.

Talavera was a three-time Lib Dem ward but Labour
won two of the three seats here in 2021. The Lib Dem
candidates experienced a wide degree of vote splitting:
their winner polled 1,020 yet their third candidate
attracted just 618 votes. This ward too loses a
councillor in the boundary changes.

West of Talavera is the heavily redrawn Headlands
ward which split two Labour, one Conservative last
time. On the one hand, most of the best Conservative
bits have been moved into Parklands, shifting the
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centre of gravity towards the centre of Northampton
and that should mean a Labour gain of one seat here.
But that ousted councillor - Paul Joyce, plus his wife
Mia: a former Mayor and Mayoress of Northampton,
are standing as independents. Electoral Calculus has
identified Headlands as one of the Reform targets as
well, so whoever wins will probably do so with a very
low percentage share.

The Conservatives just about clung on to all three seats
in Kingsthorpe North last time, but only with just over
a third of the vote. This was one of the UKIP wins back
in 2013 and before that the Lib Dems were often the
winners, but it was a Green who almost won here in
2021: just 155 votes behind. What this churn in
winners and runners up shows is a pretty restless ward
full of voters with no deep political allegiances and,
therefore, it's probably Reform's top target.

Kingsthorpe South is almost as turbulent: last time it
elected one Lib Dem, one Conservative and one Labour
councillor. All three parties were again on just a third of
the vote or thereabouts. Kingsthorpe South loses a seat
and it'll probably be the Conservatives who miss out,
even though Labour represents the third, abolished,
seat.

Far Cotton, Delapre and Briar Hill (3) is the new name
for the outgoing Delapre & Rushmere ward, just south
west of the town centre. Like Kingsthorpe South it
elected councillors with three different affiliations in
2021 (Con, Lab and Ind) and the Conservative and
Independent councillors are defending their seats. This
should be a ward Labour can gain - they must have won
it fairly comfortably at the general election, but it may
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well also be one where Labour voters are attracted to
Reform in greater numbers than in other parts of
Northamptonshire.

Then there are the wards beyond Northampton. The
largest population centre beyond the county town is
Daventry and there are five seats here: two in single
member wards in the north of the town, and one big 3-
member ward in the south. In theory, Labour should
have a shot at all five, but realistically their top target is
winning Daventry South outright. They currently have
one councillor out of six in Daventry but this town was
another of the UKIP wins back in 2013 and it's far more
likely that there will be five Reform councillors
returned than five Labour.

Unless Labour can hold its defector's seat in Brackley
there really aren't any other prospects for the party in
the countryside - and this is why Labour cannot
realistically expect to ever win a majority on this
council.

But there are hopes for Lib Dems, Reform and
independents. The huge 3-councillor Brixworth ward
running along the northern edge of the authority, which
elected one Lib Dem and two Tories last time, has been
chopped into three single councillor wards. The Lib
Dems should easily win the slimmed-down Brixworth -
now just the town with not much surrounding
countryside, and their incumbent is standing here. The
other two wards should become safely Conservative
unless Reform pulls off a spectacular win.

Neighbouring Braunton & Crick also split last time in a
similar fashion: 2 Conservatives, 1 Lib Dem. This one
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hasn't been chopped up like Brixworth but it does lose
a councillor. The Lib Dem is re-standing and should hold
on, especially as Reform will probably draw off far more
former Conservative voters.

The three big prizes - in terms of each having three
councillors - are in the south-centre of the authority:
previously discussed Brackley plus Towcester and the
unimaginatively named Rural South Northants (the
outgoing Silverstone). There is a Lib Dem councillor in
the current Towcester & Roade ward but she is
standing down.

Wards in which UKIP polled more than 30% in 2013

%vote
Hackleton and Grange Park 41.0
Brackley 38.7

Middleton Cheney 354
Daventry West 33.9
Kingsthorpe North 33.8
Moulton 324
Bugbrooke 32.0
Braunston and Crick 31.5

The Conservatives look fairly secure across South
Northamptonshire - again with the caveat of Reform's
entry creating some unexpected outcomes. UKIP didn't
make much of a dent anywhere in rural Northants in
2013 beyond Brackley and Daventry towns and it'd be
a little surprising if Reform does much better.

Their best chance may be Hackleton and Roade: UKIP
polled 41% in this ward's predecessor in 2013 - that
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wasn't enough to win it back then but anything like that
share this time should easily triumph. They may be able
to win Middleton Cheney in the far south west,
adjoining Brackley.

Illustrative map of the March 2025 Electoral Calculus MRP

But the Electoral Calculus MRP of March 2025 - which
may well be wrong on specifics - strongly suggests that
Reform's best prospects this time around are urban
wards in Northampton and Daventry. They do not have
Reform winning anywhere in the countryside apart
from Brackley.
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Abington and Phippsville
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FC,D&BH Far Cotton, Delapre and Briar Hill

K&S
Ks

Kingsley and Semilong

Kingsthorpe South
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Key seats

Conservative targets . Reform UK targets

" » Billing (2 Con)

» Brackley (2 Con, 1 Lab)

» Billing (1 Lab)
» Blackthorn and Rectory Farm (2 Lab)

”

» Brackley (1 Lab elected as Ind) » Daventry North East (1 Con)
» Braunston and Crick (1 Lab) » Daventry North West (1 Con)
» Brixworth (1 LD) » Daventry South (3 Con)

» Daventry South (1 Lab) » Duston (3 Con)

» Far Cotton, Delapre and Briar Hill (1 Ind, 1 Lab) » Hackleton and Roade (2 Con)
» Headlands (2 Lab) » Headlands (2 Con)

» Kingsthorpe South (1 LD) » Kingsthorpe North (2 Con)

» Towcester (1LD) » Kingsthorpe South (3 Con)

» Moulton (3 Con)
» Middleton Cheney (3 Con)

Labour targets {6}

» Billing (1 Con) " Lib Dem targets

» Daventry South (2 Con)

» Duston (3 Con) Braunston and Crick (1 Con)
» Far Cotton, Delapre and Briar Hill (1 Ind, 1 Con) Kingsthorpe South (1 Con)
» Headlands (1 Con, 1 Ind) Middleton Cheney (3 Con)
» Talavera (1LD) Talavera (1 Lab)

» Upton (2 Con) Towcester (2 Con)

Green targets

@

» Kingsthorpe North (3 Con)
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Wiltshire

The last of the "super-size" unitaries with 98
councillors, Wiltshire has typically been a
Conservative fortress. But this council too is under
some threat of being lost - for a change not to a
Reform UK surge but the Liberal Democrats.

Although the Conservatives have a two-to-one
lead over the Lib Dems right now, overall their
majority is just sixteen seats, down from twenty
four following the 2021 elections.

The only slight hesitation in calling this as a
certain Conservative loss is twofold. First, the Lib
Dems hold the vast majority of wards within the
three constituencies they won in last year's
general election: Chippenham, Devizes &
Melksham and South Cotswolds - so to win
control they have to take seats in less favourable
areas. The second is that Reform may not win any
seats in Wiltshire and that will actually be a loss
of two from right now, which they obtained
through Conservative defections. If the Tories get
those two back it'll be harder for the Lib Dems.

But even so, the Tories can only sustain seven
losses and the Lib Dems have at least twice that
number of targets. And that's before we even
consider whether others, including relatively
strong independents and relatively weak Labour,
can inflict any damage on top. And will Reform
really not break through anywhere? Unlikely.
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Changes 2021-2025

Oth

(9}
-
o
-

2021 council election 61 3 27 7
2022 - by-election: Salisbury St Paul's - LD gain from Con 60 3 28 7
2023 - defection: Jack Oatley, Melksham Forest - Ind to Con 61 3 28 6
2024 - by-election: Calne Chilvester and Abberd - LD gain from Con 60 3 29 6
2024 - defection: Edward Kirk, Trowbridge Adcroft - Con to Ind 59 3 29 7
2024 - defection: Mike Sankey, Melksham East - Con to Ind 58 3 29 8
2025 - defection: Mike Sankey, Melksham East - Ind to Ref 58 3 29 8
2024 - defection: Edward Kirk, Trowbridge Adcroft - Ind to Ref 58 3 29 8
2025 - defection: Antonio Piazza, Trowbridge Drynham - Con to Ind 57 3 29 9
Current 57 3 29 9

It's unlikely not because Reform impressed in Wiltshire
at the general election. They did not. The highest
Reform share was in South West Wilts: Warminster
and Westbury, and that was a comparatively poor 17%.

Chippenham and the north Wiltshire parts of the new
South Cotswolds constituency, with their active Lib
Dem parties and their ideological orbit much closer to
the liberalism of Bath and Cirencester, were much
poorer: below the national share Reform managed.

Salisbury, which is estimated by Prof Chris Hanretty to
have (just) voted Remain in the 2016 referendum, gave
Reform just 10.4% of the vote.

Wiltshire was never the most passionately Leave
county in England - it has that deep seam of liberalism
and lots of commuters to towns and cities that were
deep wells of Remain support. Overall Leave won 53-
47%; only just fractionally more than the county.
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Constituency

But UKIP showed that there are quite deep pockets of
support for a populist, more aggressive right of centre
party in Wiltshire. Although they only won one division
here in their 2013 county elections peak (Melksham
Central), they polled over 30% in eleven, and as high as
45% in Warminster Broadway (where the Conserv-
atives still prevailed because it was a straight fight).

But it is also possible, because the Electoral Calculus
MRP found broadly the same trend in Cornwall and
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Devon, that Reform somewhat lacks the appeal UKIP
and the Brexit Party had in the South West of England.

%vote
Warminster Broadway
Bromham, Rowde and Potterne
Tisbury
Melksham Without South
Downton and Ebble Valley
Melksham Central
Urchfont and The Cannings
Amesbury West
Alderbury and Whiteparish
Somerham and Seend
Trowbridge Adcroft

wlwlw|lwlwlwlwlwlw]l> ]|~
I [ D B K B D B B B B
SN |olujulolx]|u o s

It has been much analysed both in this preview and by
others how much stronger Reform compared to UKIP
in the Midlands and North of England; while both
parties are/were strong in the East of England. It is
entirely possible - likely even - that at least
proportionate to their national strength Reform may
well have less appeal in the south west of England.

This is also reflected in every general election MRP that
has been undertaken since the Reform surge. If an
election were to take place today, swathes of the east
and the north are forecast to be won by Reform. Yet
just eleven constituencies in the South West would join
them, according to the most recent Electoral Calculus
general election MRP (note: this isn't the one I've
referred to throughout this preview).
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Of course, eleven Reform seats is eleven more seats
than UKIP won, or would have been forecast to win had
MRPs existed that far back.

Wiltshire is another example of how council size can be
a political issue. The council is so large and so
Conservative that typically they are the only party that
can field a full slate of candidates. Gray's First Rule of
Elections? You cannot win if you do not stand. Even the
Tories' principal opponents, the Lib Dems, have
struggled to contest every division in recent elections -
though they've managed it this year. In 2021 they
fielded 90 candidates for 98 seats; in 2017 89; in 2013
during their period in coalition government just 60.

Labour, for whom Wiltshire is a thoroughly awful
county beyond Swindon, have found it even tougher:
45 candidates standing this year, 54 in 2021, 72 in
2017 and 61 in 2013. To the extent that even if they
had stood they wouldn't have won it doesn't matter
much. But parties like giving voters the chance to vote
for them, regardless of whether they actually do, and
it's also important for their election analysts to see
where their vote comes from.

There's always the possibility of a shock gain, especially
in such small divisions (Wiltshire's are typically
between 3,000 and 4,500 electors apiece) where a bit
of hard work, local links and a grasp of the issues can
build a personal vote.

The Conservatives don't win Wiltshire because of the

council size - more often than not they were the largest
party on the much smaller county council. They've won
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1. Chippenham Cepen Park and Derriads

penham Cepen Park and Hunters Moon

3.Chippenham Hardenhuish

penham Hardens and Central

penham Lowden and Rowden
6. Chippenham Monkton
7.Chippenham Pewsham
8.Chippenham Sheldon
9.Melksham East

10. Melksham Forest

11.Melksham South

12. Salisbury Bemerton Heath

13. Salisbury Fisherton and Bemerton

14, Salisbury Harnham East

15. Salisbury Harnham West

16. Salisbury Milford

17. Salisbury St Edmund’s

18. Salisbury St Francis and Stratford

19. Salisbury St Paul's

20. Trowbridge Adcroft

21.Trowbridge Central

22. Trowbridge Drynham

23. Trowbridge Grove

24. Trowbridge Lambrok

25. Trowbridge Park

\ 26.Trowbridge Paxcroft
27.Westbury East

28, Westbury North

29 ‘Westbury West
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in recent years because their vote has significantly
surpassed that of their opponents. In 2021 the Tories
were nineteen points ahead of the Lib Dems; in 2017
twenty five, and in 2013 twenty three.

But it hasn't always been quite such plain sailing for
them; the former county council was hung as often as it
was Conservative-controlled because the Tory vote
was weaker: below 40% in four elections. In their
poorest years the Lib Dems could get within a hair's
breadth, though they haven't yet led the Conservatives
in a county-wide election. Even in last year's general
election the Tories outpolled the Lib Dems: 99,608 to
92,778 across the constituencies in Wiltshire (including
South Cotswolds, which is split with Gloucestershire).

If this year's elections are anything like that closely
fought - and they might be worse for the Conservatives
given Reform is contesting every seat - it's reasonable
to assume they will lose at least nine divisions and with
them their overall majority.

The Lib Dems have already taken their top target from
2021: Salisbury St Paul's, in a by-election. They've also
got a by-election pick-up from much further down the
list: Calne Chilvester & Abberd.

Their new top target is rural Brinkworth in the north,
which spans the countryside roughly from Malmesbury
to Royal Wootton Bassett. The Conservatives were
121 votes (5.6%) ahead there last time. They also have
a strong chance in Royal Wootton Bassett North,
where the Tories were 192 (12.3%) ahead last time.
The Lib Dems already hold this military town's South &
West division.
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Moving south towards the Marlborough-Devizes Line -
an almost horizontal divide that has no physical
presence but is significant within the county in
separating the north from the south - to get a full set of
Calne wards the Lib Dems need Calne North, in which
the Conservatives were ahead by 94 votes or 8.5%.

The only three divisions within the town of
Chippenham the Lib Dems do not hold are
Chippenham Monkton - independent-held and utterly
unwinnable - and two Tory seats in the western
suburbs. Chippenham Cepen Park & Deriads has a
261 (16.8%) majority and Chippenham Cepen Park &
Hunters Moon is even safer with a 407 (28.9%) Tory
lead.

In Melksham the Lib Dems might regain Melksham
Forest, which an independent - who has since joined
the Conservatives - took off them in 2021. He was 122
(9.4%) ahead last time and is not defending his seat. The
Conservatives also hold - or held (their councillor
defected to Reform) Melksham East, ahead by 116 or
12.9%.

And in Winsley & Westwood to the west of Melksham,
which  wraps around Bradford-on-Avon, the
Conservatives are 174 or 7.8% ahead.

There are two Lib Dem targets in the town of
Trowbridge. Trowbridge Drynham (Trowbridge South)
has a Conservative majority of 71 (6.5%) and
Trowbridge Adcroft (South East) one of 166 (11.3).
Again, Adcroft has gone Reform since 2021 through the
defection of its councillor.
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Finally there are now two Lib Dem prospects in and
around Salisbury after their by-election win St Paul's.
The first is Salisbury Milford, which the Conservatives
won by 226 (12.9%). The second is the outlying division
of Wilton to the west, which is quite a bit tougher: they
were 294 or 18.2% adrift there.

All of Labour's chances are in Salisbury but they are
locked in a fight with the Lib Dems across the city and
the three wards they hold aren't exactly secure
themselves.

They can probably write-off any hope of winning
Salisbury St Paul's now the Lib Dems have taken it, but
Labour were only 149 votes behind in third. They may
have a go at Salisbury Harnham East, which the
Conservatives won with a fairly low vote share of
38.5% last time. But the opposition vote was split:
Labour got 439, the Lib Dems 406 and as momentum
here is with the Lib Dems Labour may struggle to align
the non-Conservative vote behind them.

Just north of Salisbury is Old Sarum & Lower Bourne
Valley, where Labour came up short by 239 (15.3%)
last time. This is a tough one for Labour to win as it's
more rural than suburban and they've never won it
before, but they don't have much else to fight for.

And then they have to fend off the Conservatives in
Laverstoke: the suburbs just beyond the eastern side
of the city, where they were just 88 (4.3%) ahead last
time; Salisbury Fisherton & Bemerton Heath
(Salisbury Central North) where they're 66 (4.1%)
ahead, and then their least insecure ward: Salisbury
Bemerton Heath (Salisbury North West) which they
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won by 99 (12.2%). They could lose all three without
any offsetting gains.

It is harder in Wiltshire than other counties to forecast
Reform gains, partly because the Electoral Calculus
MRP, on which I've perhaps relied too heavily for lack
of any concrete, tangible local election data for the
party, suggests there won't be any. But let's assume
that a closer fight between Conservatives and Lib
Dems pulls the number of votes needed to win down;
and that the fact Reform are standing everywhere gives
them far more opportunities than UKIP had.

The most strongly-voting Leave part of Wiltshire was,
South West Wiltshire - also the area UKIP polled its
highest share and the constituency Reform performed
least poorly in last year. Divisions in and around
Warminster like Warminster Broadway may therefore
be their best shots. They will have a go at retaining the
two seats they have hold of through defections from
the Conservatives: Melksham East and Trowbridge
Adcroft but you probably wouldn't put these at the top
of alist of Reform targets otherwise.

Reform may also do well in some rural divisions across
the middle and south of Wiltshire - places UKIP did well
like Urchfont & the Cannings, Downton & Ebble Vale,
Alderbury & Whiteparish and Bromham &
Roundway. Keep an eye on one or two divisions in East
Wiltshire too: in Amesbury, Ludgershall, Pewsey and
Marlborough, perhaps.

The Conservatives will not, of course, just sit back and
surrender seats without a fight. Nor are they without
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prospects themselves, even though things are much
tougher than the environment was in 2021.

Again though, with Reform entering the fray, as Tony
Blair once said (about something completely unrelated,
but which could define Reform's mission statement)
"The Kaleidoscope has been shaken. The pieces are in flux.
Soon they will settle again. Before they do, let us re-order
this world around us". Some pieces could fall to the
Tories on much lower vote shares.

We've already looked at the three divisions Labour
holds: all vulnerable to the Conservatives. The Tories
may fancy some payback for their by-election loss to
the Lib Dems in Salisbury St Paul's - but probably won't
get it. Salisbury Harnham West is another Lib Dem
marginal in this highly competitive city. They hold two
marginal divisions in Trowbridge: Trowbridge Grove
(Trowbridge South West) and Trowbridge Paxcroft
(East); and finally Sherston: the countryside engulfing
Malmesbury.

Let me add a note about independents, who are fairly
strong in Wiltshire. | tend not to spend too much time

analysing independents simply because these
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individuals usually win on personal votes - there are
very few divisions anywhere nowadays which are
habitually independent, or ones we can easily predict
independents to gain. This is why they are essentially
impossible to preview - not because they are irrelevant;
just because they are far less susceptible to the swing
and arrows of outrageous elections.

The Conservatives retaining control of Wiltshire
wouldn't be the most shocking outcome of election
night and, if Reform do not break through that may well
be why the Tories retain more seats than they will in
other counties. Equally, even if Reform fail to show up
in the council chamber they could zap enough Tory
votes to help the Lib Dems win far more seats than I've
previewed here.

The odds are that the Tories will lose Wiltshire but it is
a little fanciful, as some have suggested, that the Lib
Dems have enough momentum to win a majority
themselves. They already hold loads of divisions within
their best constituencies and they would need a huge
number of gains in this mega-council to take overall
control.
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Key seats

Conservative targets

g’j} Lib Dem targets

» Salisbury Bemerton Heath (Lab) Brinkworth (Con)

» Salisbury Fisherton & Bemerton Village (Lab) Calne Chilvester & Abberd (Con)

» Salisbury Harnham West (LD) Calne North (Con)

» Sherston (LD) Chippenham Cepen Park & Deriads (Con)

» Trowbridge Grove (LD) Chippenham Cepen Park & Hunters Moon (Con)
» Trowbridge Paxcroft (LD) Melksham East (Con)

Melksham Forest (Ind)

Royal Wootton Bassett North (Con)
Salisbury Milford (Con)
" Salisbury St Paul's (Con)

Till Valley (Con)

Reform UK targets

» Alderbury and Whiteparish (Con)
» Amesbury West (Con)

Trowbridge Adcroft (Con)

» Bromham, Rowde and Roundway (Con) Trowbridge Drynham (Con)
» Downton and Ebble Valley (Con) Wilton (Con)
» Melksham Forest (Con) .
» Melksham Without West and Rural (Con) Winsley & Westwood (Con)
» Tisbury (Con)
» Urchfont and the Cannings (Con) Labour targets .
» Warminster Broadway (Con)

» Old Sarum & Lower Bourne Valley (Con) "

» Salisbury Harnham East (Con)
» Salisbury St Paul's (LD by-election)
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Worcestershire

The electoral landscape of Worcestershire is
somewhat like that of Leicestershire in that there are
only two possible outcomes: a Conservative majority
or a Conservative minority or coalition. In Worcs
though the Conservatives are a few
degrees weaker and Reform a few
degrees stronger and that means a
hung council is very much more likely.

The Tories currently hold a majority of twenty
seats, and it is not at all difficult to chart a path to
eleven Conservative losses on 1st May. They are
especially vulnerable in the districts of Redditch
and Wyre Forest (Kidderminster and Stourport) to
Reform, but they also face some virtually
impossible holds in Worcester to Greens and
Labour, where they have been in meltdown since
their excellent 2021 results.

The Conservatives hold all ten seats in Wyre Forest and
won all eight in Redditch (though they have since lost
two to defections and one in a by-election to Labour).
They also hold six in Worcester. Those are twenty-one
seats and the Tories could lose all of them.

And yet there is no politically credible alternative to the
Conservatives on this council. Labour is not strong
enough beyond Worcester and its support waxes and
wanes quite dramatically there.
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There may have been an era when the Liberal
Democrats could have won enough seats in rural
Worcestershire for them to govern in coalition with
Labour: indeed they did exactly that between 1993 and
2001. But politics has realigned in the two decades
since and the Lib Dems are nowhere near strong
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enough these days to get the two parties anywhere
close to a coalition that could run the council.

What that means, depending on exactly how many seats
the Conservatives can hold onto - and how short of a
majority they are - is that the only realistic paths to
power either involve the Tories at the head, or a
rainbow coalition of so many colours it can't put
together a credible plan for administering Worcester.

Reform polled fairly evenly across Worcestershire at
last year's general election, apart from in Worcester
and West Worcestershire: the constituency based on
Malvern Hills district to the south-west of Worcester.
Malvern, somewhat like Stroud, has quite a bohemian
reputation and elects Green and Lib Dem councillors at
district and county level so Reform's weaker showing
thereisn't so surprising.

Constituency

UKIP won four county divisions in 2013: two in
Redditch and two in Wyre Forest, though their highest
vote share was nearly 40% in Evesham in the south of
the county. But whereas the battle in Redditch and
Wyre Forest was (at least) three-way; in Evesham
Reform was just up against a towering Conservative
vote and 38% wasn't enough to get them elected.
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Nonetheless, they came within 70 votes of winning and
Reform could well win both Evesham divisions this
year.

%vote
Evesham North West 38.4
Bowbrook 334
Redditch North 33.4
Droitwich West 32.2
Redditch East 31.5
Gorse Hill and Warndon 31.2
Ombersley 33.2

Redditch South 31.7

Despite Labour's 2021 result being so bad you wouldn't
imagine they could do worse (and they won't in terms of
overall councillors), because of where and how Reform
is attracting voters from, there are still vulnerabilities.

The one Labour division in Bromsgrove: Bromsgrove
West, is rumoured to be a close fight with Reform
which is a little surprising given Labour polled over 60%
there in 2021. But that doesn't necessarily mean much:
the Conservatives gained Bromsgrove South from
Labour last time on a 19% swing: Labour's vote fell 28
points. Labour also lost Bromsgrove West in 2009
(though otherwise it's always been won by the party) so
their vote share may well be large but it could also be a
bit soft.

Bromsgrove district shares a boundary with Labour-run
Birmingham where the long-running refuse collector
strike has made national headlines. Wythall
Conservative councillor Adam Kent shared a photo of
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the stark difference between either side of a street split
across the local authority boundary, reminiscent of the
ads the Conservatives used to run contrasting the
difference in council tax (and other services) between
Tory Wandsworth and Labour Lambeth.

The Birmingham side (left) of a road down the middle of which the
boundary with Bromsgrove runs, showing the impact of the refuse
strike on one while the Worcestershire side is clear

There's been no polling of the reputational damage the
Birmingham strike has done to Labour, and of course
county councils don't run refuse collections, but it
cannot possibly be making people more likely to vote to
put the party in charge of any local services.

As well as Bromsgrove West, Reform have a decent
shot at winning the Alvechurch and Beacon divisions -
both of which share that Birmingham border.

The Conservatives lost Bromsgrove Central to the Lib
Dems in 2021 for the first time ever and by only 202
votes. This is another division that once was loyally
Labour but the party lost this one back in 2005 and
were down to just 14% there last time.
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Bromsgrove is one of those dormitory towns to which
voters migrate from large urban areas both to get a
different, better quality of life but also to flee the
demographic changes occurring in big towns and cities.
Hence, once safe Conservative suburbs of Birmingham
like Edgbaston swing gradually to Labour whilst places
like Bromsgrove (once a marginal constituency on
different boundaries) turn from them.

The Conservatives may be able to win Bromsgrove
Central depending on what impact Reform makes, but if
they (Reform) are surging in West, they're probably
doing well in Central too.

This corner of Worcestershire closest to the West
Midlands conurbation is going to be the best for
Reform. To the west of Bromsgrove is Wyre Forest,
which has a strong recent history of electing
unconventional candidates. Dr Richard Taylor, the
independent Kidderminster Hospital Health Concern
candidate, won two general election campaigns in 2001
and 2005 after the last Labour government attempted
to close it. KHHC candidates also won council seats,
including splitting the Stourport-on-Severn county
council division in 2013 with UKIP.

Stourport has been split into two single-member seats
this time around: Stourpot Areley Kings & Riverside
and Stourport Mitton, and Reform could well win both
as well as seats in neighbouring Kidderminster.

The Kidderminster town divisions are all named after
saints. UKIP won St Mary's (which is now essentially St
Peter's - Kidderminster South) in 2013 and were close
in three of the other four seats.
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St Chad's - Kidderminster East - might be interesting.
For years going back to 1989 this division was held by
the Liberals - not the Lib Dems but the continuity
Liberal Party -in the form of Mike and Fran Oborski.
Fran joined the Lib Dems and defended her seat for that
party in 2017 but lost it to the Conservatives in 2021.

She recently rejoined the Liberal Party and is contesting
it under that banner this time against a Lib Dem. This
one could go any way but Reform is tipped in all five
Kidderminster divisions and the Tory councillor here
defected to Reform in 2024 and is defending his seat.

This is also the case in Redditch, a usually right-leaning
new town that Labour regained at last year's general
election. Labour has one county councillor here in
Arrow Valley West - the renamed Redditch Central -
following a by-election win.

Changes 2021-2025

Three of the four Redditch divisions are very similar
demographically and tend to vote much the same way:
whoever wins one will win all three and, if that's the
Conservatives, Redditch South too as this one leans
quite a bit towards them because it is more rural.
Labour will hope for more than one county councillor
from eight but could well end up with none, again.

The news for Labour is better in Worcester, partly
because the party did so badly here in 2021. The
Conservatives hold six divisions in the city and are
probably looking at a wipe-out here.

Labour should easily get back Gorse Hill and Warndon,
which they lost in 2021. They are 194 votes adrift but
won the city council ward on which it is based 46% to
just 21% for the Tories last year - and the county
division is actually better for Labour than the ward.

2021 council election 45 3 4 5
2022 - by-election: Arrow Valley West - Lab gain from Con 44 4 4 5
2023 - by-election: Malvern Chase - Grn gain from LD 44 4 3 6
2023 - by-election: Warndon Parish - Grn gain from Con 43 4 3 7
2024 - defection: Bill Hopkins, St Chad's - Con to Ref 42 4 3 8
2024 - defection: Kyle Daisley, Bromsgrove South - Con to Ind 41 4 3 9
2024 - defection: Mike Rouse, Redditch South - Con to Ind 40 4 3 10
2024 - defection: Beverley Nielson, Malvern Langland - Ind to Lab 40 5 3 9
2024 - defection: Tony Muir, St George's and St Oswald - Con to Ind 39 5 3 10
2025 - defection: Alan Amos, Bedwardine - Con to Ind 38 5 3 11
2025 - defection: Jon Monk, Arrow Valley East - Con to Ref 37 5 3 12
Current 37 5 3 12
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It's tougher but Labour should also win the long
Riverside division that runs from the west edge of the
district through the city centre and almost out to the
south. On paper, Riverside looks pretty safe for the
Tories: they were over 700 ahead last time and they've
held it since 2005.

And vyet in last year's district elections, Labour won
Cathedral - the ward upon which this division is
founded - 41% to 14%. Granted, the bits beyond
Cathedral that are included in Riverside are much
better for the Tories (though the western bit: St
Clement, voted Green last year), but that 27 point gap is
alot.

Their third prospect is Bedwardine in the south of the
city. Bedwardine for a long time has been represented
by Alan Amos, the former Conservative MP for Hexham
in Northumberland, who defected to Labour after
standing down as an MP, and was elected to Worcester
council in 2008.

In 2014, following elections that hung the council, Amos
returned to the Tories to give them back their majority
and, as his thirty pieces of silver were to became mayor
of the city. Last year he was the only Conservative
councillor elected in Worcester. Now he has left the
Tories again and is seeking election in Bedwardine as a
Reform UK candidate.

In what is surely a first, he is being opposed in this ward
by former Worcester Conservative MP (and Health
Secretary under John Major) Stephen Dorrell, now
standing for the Liberal Democrats. Two former MPs
standing against each other is rare enough but the fact
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they are both now standing for parties other than the
one they represented in parliament is probably unique.

Amos, as a Conservative, won Bedwardine in 2021 by
52% to 27% over Labour but the split this time makes it
a toss-up. Perhaps voters here will finally tire of the
shameless cynicism of their party-hopping councillor?

The Greens have been a rapidly growing force and hold
just five fewer seats on the city council than Labour.
They already hold the St Stephen county division in the
centre-north of the city; and they will seem a nailed-on
certainty to gain St Peter in the far south. They fell just
32 votes short last time and won both city council wards
the division covers with nearly 70% last year.

Finally, for Worcester and for Worcester
Conservatives, there is Warndon Villages: the semi-
rural north-eastern corner of the city which the party
won with over 61% of the vote last time. Safe enough?
Well no. The Lib Dems won the city ward that covers
the northern half of the division, St Nicholas, easily last
year while the Greens took the southern half: Leopard
Hill, with 62% to the Tories abysmal 22%.

Electoral Calculus has Labour winning this one and they
did finish second, just, in 2021. But the Greens have the
momentum here and, if the Conservatives are going to
be wiped out in the city I'd suspect they're more likely
to be the ones who do it, given Labour's drop in
popularity since the general election. It's a big ask
though: the Conservatives should win this semi-rural
division. They just didn't last year.
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The Green strength in Worcester, and in the town of
Malvern, rubbed off on the meandering Croome
division that stretches from the city all the way south to
the edge of Tewkesbury. This was one of the
"spectaculars" the Green Party managed to pull off in
the end days of the deeply unpopular Conservative
government: their vote sky-rocketed by 49 percentage
points from just 5.8% in 2017 to oust the Conservatives.
They may well be able to hold on but the Conservatives
are working hard and Reform is giving this one a go too.

Elsewhere in Malvern Hills, the Greens gained Malvern
Chase (Malvern South) from the Lib Dems in a 2023 by-
election (unusual green on yellow blood-letting there)
and should hold it, despite Electoral Calculus awarding
it to the Lib Dems. Meanwhile the independent
councillor for Malvern Langland (Malvern Central)
defected to Labour in 2024 and she is defending her
seat under her new colours.

Malvern has never elected a Labour councillor before
and the party came fourth here in 2021 with just 14%,
so she faces an uphill task. This division has a long Lib
Dem history and they are probably favoured to take it
back, but Cllr Langland had enough appeal to win it as
an independent so who knows if she can make history
for Labour here?

Reform also have a shot at Conservative-held Malvern
Link which contains a small north-eastern section of the
town but is largely rural.

Finally, there's the central district of Wychavon,
running from Droitwich south to Evesham and the
picture-postcard Cotswolds-edge village of Broadway.
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This district is where most Conservative county
councillors will be returned from, but they face tough
Reform competition in both Evesham and Droitwich.
Droitwich West is the more likely to upset the
applecart though the Tories won both divisions easily in
2021.

The March Electoral Calculus MRP for Worcester is
forecasting something like 23 Reform, 18
Conservatives, 7 Labour, 5 Lib Dems, 3 Greens and an
independent in Powick. | think the Greens will do a bit
better but the electoral maths is evident, even if the
sizes of the two largest parties are some way out. There
can either be a Conservative-Reform pact of whatever
complexity, or the Conservatives could be kept in
power by the others. Neither of those options will be
palatable but things start looking different on the other
side of an election, when the prospect of a share of
power tempts.
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Key seats

Conservative targets

» Bromsgrove Central (Lab)
» Bromsgrove East (LD)

» Croome (Grn)

» Pershore (LD)

Labour targets

Reform UK targets

» Beacon (Con)

» Bedwardine (Ref elected as Con)
» Nunnery (Con)

» Rainbow Hill and Fort Royal (Con)
» Riverside (Con)

» Warndon and Elbury Park (Con)

» Warndon Villages (Con)

» Talavera (1LD)

» Upton (2 Con)

Green targets

» Evesham South (Con)

» Malvern Langland (Lab elected as Ind)
» Malvern Link (Con)

> St Peter (Con)

» Warndon Villages (Con)
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» Bewdley (Con) '

» Chaddesley (Con)

» Croome (Grn)

» Evesham North West (Con)
» Evesham South (Con)

» Malvern Link (Con)

» Redditch Central (2 Con)

» Redditch East (2 Con)

» Redditch North (2 Con)

» Redditch South (2 Con)

» St Barnabas (Con)

» St Chad's (Con)

» St George's (Con)

» St John's (Con)

> St Peter's (Con)

» Stourport Areley Kings and Severn (Con)
» Stourport Mitton (Con)

Lib Dem targets

Malvern Chase (Grn by-election win)
Malvern Langland (Lab elected as Ind)
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Mayor of Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough
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Candidates
® Paul Bristow Conservative
Ryan Coogan Reform

Lorna Dupre Liberal Democrats
® Bob Ensch

® Anna Smith

Green Party
Labour

There may be one ray of light for the Conservatives
in these almost certainly awful set of elections,
coming in the form of the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough mayoral contest.

The last time this position was elected in 2021, the
mayor was elected under the Supplementary Vote
electoral system that gives voters a second preference.

In that election, the Conservatives won a clear plurality
of first round votes: 93,942 to Labour's 76,106 and the
Lib Dems' 61,885.

But when the Lib Dem candidate was eliminated and
his voters reallocated to their second choice - they
went Labour by a margin of 3:1 - the Conservatives
were beaten 51% to 49%.

The Conservative government replaced AV with First
Past The Post for all mayoral elections after 2023 and
Labour has not reversed that decision meaning that, if
the Conservatives can eke out a county-wide lead of
any size this time they'll regain this mayoralty.

While they will lose substantial numbers of votes to
Reform, Labour is already faring worse than 2021 and
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may well lose votes to the Lib Dems and Greens in
Cambridge, and also to Reform in Peterborough.

The Conservative mayoral candidate this time is Paul
Bristow, who was MP for Peterborough until last year's
general election and who is a fierce campaigner.

Labour will hope that Reform, plus the fact
Cambridgeshire has now experienced a Labour mayor
(even though their incumbent, Nik Johnson, is standing
down under a bit of a cloud not quite as serious as Dan
Norris in the West of England), will more than erase
that 17,000+ lead the Conservatives won last time.

2021 Mayor of Cambridgeshire & Peterborough first round votes

by district
| cn b NN
Cambridge 6,284 19,585 12,787
East Cambridgeshire 10,408 5,323 7,779
Fenland 14,494 5,129 2,593
Huntingdonshire 21,824 15,142 9,199
Peterborough 22,465 18,889 5,776
South Cambridgeshire 18,467 12,038 23,751
Total 93,942 76,106 61,885

2017 Mayor of Cambridgeshire & Peterborough first round votes

by district
sl L
Cambridge 5,384 12,222 13,273
East Cambridgeshire 9,980 2,495 5,174
Fenland 10,513 2,602 1,494
Huntingdonshire 19,914 4,603 7,395
Peterborough 12,629 8,614 3,100
South Cambridgeshire 17,644 6,761 16,590
Total 76,064 37,297 47,026
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2024 Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner votes

by district
| Cn b NN
Cambridge 7,847 16,341 8,468
East Cambridgeshire 5,688 4,127 4,367
Fenland 7,044 3,861 2,280
Huntingdonshire 12,487 7,950 6,985
Peterborough 17,360 16,884 8,796
South Cambridgeshire 11,262 9,141 11,091
Total 61,688 53,304 41,984

But the Lib Dems will not cede mantle of the
Conservatives' principal challenger to Labour in a
county in which they hold three parliamentary
constituencies to Labour's two, and where they - not
Labour - were runners up in the 2017 mayoral vote.

This is somewhere where there is as much aggression
between the left of centre parties as there is between
Conservative and Reform, and that bad blood may be
enough to return this mayoralty to the Tories.

What makes this contest interesting is that Labour and
the Lib Dems are both extremely weak in specific areas:
Labour in East and South Cambridgeshire, the Lib Dems
in Fenland and Peterborough. It's theoretically possible
for the Conservatives to win without coming first in any
of the county's local authorities provided they come a
decent second everywhere.

Paul Bristow will of course want to do better than that:
his predecessor, James Palmer (the first elected mayor
of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough) "won" five of the
six council areas in the first round in 2021 (losing
Cambridge) before that huge second round transfer of
votes from Lib Dem supporters to Labour.
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Bristow will hope, in particular, to win his base of
Peterborough by more than the 3,500 his party
managed last time, and narrow the massive gap Labour
held in Cambridge (even if the Lib Dems put in most of
the heavy lifting pulling Labour down, there). If he can
do that without losing too much ground to Reform in
Fenland and Huntingdonshire, his chances are good.

Bristow may also benefit from the confusion Labour
and Lib Dems are spreading, each asserting in every
leaflet that "we're the only ones who can defeat the

Tories", with accompanying dubious bar charts.
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The final week YouGov poll here forecast a rerun of the
first preference contest in 2021 with the Conservatives

way out in front. What is different is that Reform are in
second - albeit just.

w

If Labour or the Lib Dems could establish themselves as
most likely to beat the Tories then they might do so, but
clearly from that YouGov poll they are abjectly failing
so to do. As a result, prepare for one Conservative gain
this year.
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Ryan Coogan, grew up in Soham and further studied in Cambridge. Now
a parent with children schooled in Cambs, Coogan has deep roots in

the local community. Most notably he developed, pioneered an
marketed a biotech product which led direct research to find the
solution to the MRSA superbug outbreak in hospitals, saving

thousands and potentially millions of ives. Ryan is a local
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Mayor of Hull and East Yorkshire
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Candidates

Luke Campbell  Reform
Rowan Halstead Yorkshire Party
® Anne Handley

® Kerry Harrison

Conservative
Green Party
® Margaret Pinder Labour

Mike Ross Liberal Democrats

Two new combined authorities elect their first
mayor on May 1st, and both are strangely named.
The first of these is Hull and East Yorkshire -
strangely named because Hull is obviously part of
East Yorkshire. This is a malfunction unique to
Whitehall bureaucrats who seem to believe people
think in terms of local authority boundaries rather
than actual, real geography. Hence "Cambridgeshire
AND PETERBOROUGH" instead of just
Cambridgeshire and GREATER Lincolnshire when, in
factit's just Lincolnshire.

Anyhow, each of the four regional mayoralties up for
election this year is highly competitive and each could
produce a winner from a party other than that which
would likely have won (or in the case of West of
England and Cambridgeshire did win) four years ago.

Hull and East Yorkshire comprises two local authorities
of broadly equal size (East Riding of Yorkshire being
somewhat larger) but with utterly different voting
patterns. Kingston-upon-Hull is a Labour-Lib Dem
battleground city in which the Conservatives lost their

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

last councillor four years ago, despite coming close to
winning two of its constituencies in Boris Johnson's
2019 near-landslide. The vast East Riding of Yorkshire,
which surrounds Hull, is a Conservative fief returning
three Tory MPs even in last year's meltdown. Though
the Conservatives lost their majority on the council in
2023, they remain the largest party.

| talked in the Cambridgeshire mayoral preview about
how a party that is a decent second across an entire
area can win if their opponents are strong in parts but
desperately weak in others. The Conservatives are
desperately weak in Hull and Labour has just four
councillors out of sixty seven on the East Riding council,
whereas the Lib Dems are strong in Hull and a deent
second in the East Riding (at least in local elections). So,
could the first mayor of the combined authority be the
Lib Dem Mike Ross (not the character from the US TV
series Suits but the leader of Hull council)?

No. YouGov has the Lib Dems just second but they
could finish fourth on May 1st. The winner is likely to
come from Reform UK.

Reform has chosen a local celebrity as their candidate:
the winner of an Olympic boxing gold medal from the
London 2012 games, Luke Campbell MBE. He was born
and raised in Hull, trained at the city's St Paul's boxing
academy and lives in Hessle, the suburb the Humber
Bridge soars over.

In terms of a back-story likely to appeal to voters of all
political persuasions - especially in Hull - that's going to
be hard to beat; and he comes - to date - without any of
the polarising baggage of a Farage, Banks or Anderson.
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Whether he is convincing in his first foray into politics
(and what a job to apply for first time of asking!)
remains to be seen.

The Conservatives have chosen the leader of the East
Riding council, Anne Handley, who represents Goole
and describes herself as an "Egg packer, travel agent,
lorry driver, business owner, lecturer"

Labour has selected the candidate who came very close
to winning Beverley and Holderness constituency at
the general election: Margaret Pinder, who is a lawyer,
and other candidates include Kerry Harrison of the
Green Party and Rowan Halstead of the Yorkshire
Party.

Because this is a new position, we have no historic
election data for it. But just look at what happened in
last May's Humberside Policing and Crime
Commissioner election absent of a Reform candidate.

In the two authorities covered by this new combined
authority (that is: excluding North Lincolnshire and
North East Lincolnshire), just 4,115 votes separated
the Conservatives, Labour and Lib Demes.

2024 Humberside Police and Crime Commissioner votes

than 10,000 vote lead in the East Riding, they trailed by
almost that amount to both Labour and the Lib Dems in
Hull. Labour polled decently in East Riding and tied
with the Lib Dems in Hull; while the Lib Dems finished
last because they polled 3,500 fewer votes than Labour
in the East Riding.

But then look at the general election results where
Reform was a factor and we get an idea of why the Lib
Dems are struggling.

2024 general election votes by constituency

Con Lab
Beverley and Holderness 15,501 | 15,377 8,198 3,386
Bridlington and the Wolds 14,846 | 11,721 10,350 3,097
Goole and Pocklington 18,981 15,409 9,054 3,880
Hull East 2,715 | 13,047 9,127 3,252
Hull North and Cottingham 4,897 18,480 7,801 3,246
Hull West and Haltemprice 6,924 | 17,875 8,896 2,625
Total 63,864 | 91,909 | 53,426 | 19,486

by district
East Riding of Yorkshire 23,410 12,898 9,349
Kingston-upon-Hull 5,788 15,668 15,734
Total 29,198 28,566 25,083

Here you see why the Conservatives will probably
struggle to win because, while they piled up a more
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Indeed, the home town attraction of Reform's
Campbell may make the 9,000 votes Ed Davey's party
managed across the three Hull seats look like a high
water mark - just as they were squeezed out by Boris
Johnson's Conservatives in 2019. The Tories also
polled more votes than the Lib Dems in Hull in the 2024
general election despite their vote migrating en masse
to Reform.

Go to the Electoral Calculus website and their
algorithm forecasts that Reform is, on current polling,
likely to win all three Hull constituencies, with Labour
ahead in only six of the city's wards. And then check out
the three Conservative-held constituencies. What do
we find? Reform forecast on current polling to win
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those three too - with the Tories ahead in just three of
the riding's wards.

It's wise to take the Electoral Calculus algorithm with a
tonne of salt but even if it is remotely on the money,
and even if some poll respondents plan on voting
differently in a general election to this contest, Reform
are on track to win, and win comfortably.

Because we now have a first past the post electoral
system for mayoral contests Reform do not have to
worry about the potentially troublesome issue of
needing to attract second preference votes from
supporters of parties unlikely to switch their way: they
just need to emerge ahead of everybody else on
whatever share of the vote they can muster.

And while it's possible that Reform could achieve a
blow-out win here, because Labour and the
Conservatives have blocs of entrenched support they
probably won't need a huge percentage share to win.
As we saw in the PCC election, the Conservative
winner polled just 35% in a 3-way contest. In a four-
way, the winner could win with a sub-30% vote share.

But, according to the YouGov mayoral poll in the week
before the election, Campbell is doing much better than
that: 35% and 14 points ahead of the Lib Dem. Even
under SV that would be a difficult lead to overturn,
especially as you'd imagine most Conservatives and
quite a few Labour voters in Hull would not put the Lib
Dems second, and about a third of voters decline to
cast a second preference anyway, rendering the claim
that this system guarantees candidates win with at
least half the vote utter nonsense.
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Reform is currently flying high on the premise that they
are the outsiders - the insurgents. Whereas a certain
degree of credulity is needed to accept that a party led
by millionaires like Nigel Farage and Richard Tice (as
well as party chairman Zia Yusuf and persona-non-
grata Rupert Lowe) is an outsider, no credulity is
needed to see Luke Campbell in this light. Look at his
TikTok feed: he's just a bluff, plain speaking local
wanting change. In these times, and in what the elite
call a "left-behind" area like Hull, that is a huge
advantage unless voters don't believe he is sufficiently
experienced to run a pretty large combined authority.

But reflect that voters have already elected H-Angus
the Monkey - Stuart Drummond - as executive mayor
of Hartlepool, and an inexperienced English Democrat:
Peter Davies, as executive mayor of Doncaster.
Personalities do appear to matter more than
experience, especially when political experience is a
liability.

Luke Campbell starts as favourite to win a new gold
medal in a different type of pugilism.
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LUKE CAMPBELL Cut out waste and improve

ﬁr M AYO R accountability in council spending.
WHY I'M STANDING FOR
MAYOR:

As the Reform UK candidate, 'm committed to
championing Hull and East Yorkshire like no one else.

Born and raised here, this community shaped me,
supported me through my journey in boxing, and helped Push the Labour government for more

me achieve success. Now, it's my turn to give back and investment money - we deserve more
fight for a better future for us all. than £13.3m a year.

WHY CHOOSE ME:

I'm not a career politician. I'm a fighter. | know what it takes
to succeed, and | know how to get results. Since retiring
from boxing, | have ran several successful businesses,
proving my ability to lead, make tough decisions, and
deliver real results. Il be a Mayor who works for you. This is
our chance to take back control of our future and make Hull
and East Yorkshire a place we can all be proud of.

Take back control of our bus network
and fix our broken transport system.

MORE INFO :

Email: luke4mayor@reformparty.uk
Visit: lukeformayor.co.uk

i Honter-Ci

O, ¥025 89
on Banalr f Luke Campbelof sddress I East Risng of Yorksrre. Ridng of vorkenie,

afloat; that's why | want to support
local businesses, big and small,
1was a college lecturer so | know
how much potential our people

of al ages have and that's why |
want to ensure everyone has the
opportunity to train to get the
good jobs | will bring to this area,
I've served our communities

s a councillr, 5o | know how
important our roads, our buses

FOR EAST I;UHI(SHIHE & HULL MAYOR : o seampron g

Our region is amazing, we've got powerful industry ue.chy o ourriost famats farm,
on the Humber, a beautiful coastline for leisure I peeve alocol Mayor moking
s ¥ % decisions not civl servants in
and fishing, fantastic green fields producing good acsine hot i cenone
food and we've got a city, towns and villages proud people’s lves better. Which is
of their heritage and past. why | fought as Leader of East
'm standing to be your mayor make our region an even better Riding Council to secure us
because | believe in this region  place o live, work and raise a this devolution deal. And why |

amily. have pledged to never inflict a
mayoral tax on hard working
local people. This deal should put

and | want us to be proud of our
future too; the besttimes are yet  when I was a teenager, | went to

tocome. 5
ok 605 Pockin fctry »
We need a mayor uno il o nelp my s ey e e Tore ey b ok ket et
ltan, actand deler forall i Know how har o e 10 ke
‘communities, urban, rural and ends meet and that's why | want A vote for me is a vote for
coastal, 1o bring more well paid jobs for ‘someone who loves our region,
e SN . o o i s the exparence and dve
et mayor who doestt s e 1
ok ot o gt sttt dome. - Tveran my own business Sseriat prd = imeyr v S
With your support Il be that know how difficult and lonely it can i e sy
mayor and 1 will do all | can to be at times to keep that business i

ines by eoranms : forMayor  fb.com/ClirAHandley

For Mayor of Hull and East Yorkshire

End the 8am scramble to see a doctor

© Trial community health centres across
Hull and East Yorkshire.

© Bring back a named family doctor.

Ban repeat offenders from our high stre
© Introduce Respect Orders across Hull

e eedn T, » © ke ourigh srets hubs of the
for our area. I'm not afraid s e
B 1o stand up and say what
needs to be said, and fight
for the best deal for our
region. This s such a special
place,and m proud tocall

Introduce aMayoral Apprenticeship Scheme
© Give local people opportunity to access
igh-
© Set up Opportunity Hubs across Hull
and East Yorkshire. 1

i my hor struggling local services, the o
need for more good jobs, and o
But for too long our part of oy st of i St N evary Pothols e yorw
1am not prepared to st on Itstme fo someons with © save motorists hundreds on car repairs.
Y exper © Investin our region's infrastructure.
Gaiver the change we nesd.
1w the challenges that &
plar y p p
to deliver o Hulland poe
Un ol rorm Gy one. s e Eost vorarire, tanding Up o Fros summer constolwevel
61 6 fraeh sinmt ik home el B ines. © Froe travel on bus routes to the coast
school summer holiday
©Lal bour MARGARET © Boosttourism and growth across our coast.
and co-operative Ei=FOR MAYOR
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STOPPING UNFAIR EAST YORKSHIRE
COUNCIL TAX RISES APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME

5%
Council Tax Rises - | will fight
to ensure we never incur
another excessive 5% increase,
financial
mangumant it smaker a cohesive, integrated strategy
o ensure for

ROWAN
HALSTEAD ' nvecTINERE  INVESTIN WoRKING

' Hurs 2wl

THE YORKSHIRE PARTY’S CANDIDATE FOR spoonadbymneetily, . [ ek el ik e s ”
MAYOR OF HULL AND EAST Y Liverpodl il ilc alsa wighas St

IZIFUNDING
1live in the East Riding with my.
family and work in Hull as an
engineer.

pening
1 York-Beverley line and reviving @ opportunities, quality education,
rural bus services. community policing, and
EIGEIEILOCAL POWERS affordable greener homes.
a2y L

Vote for me, vote for th
Yorkshire Party and 'l fight for
I've served in the military and
know the importance of a

disciplined approach, realistic
planning and determination.

joined the Yorkshire Party - residents know exactly where leverage new investm
because | believe in stronger their taxes are going, with Normal pothics does nathing -
it

local powers and fairer P and
accountabilty at every level
N\ e |

funding for ot ecton
Y’ Yorkshire ‘ Rowan % © wwiyoriairepartiiorg.k g Vorshire_party (@) voteyorkshire
PARTY 3

Halstead

DECENT HOMES FORJ 211113 |13 GREEN JOF

mpty when they could be. ourarea.
warm, green places to live. We shoid be doing more.

jobs. opportunities.

H AR R l SU N g [ v [T CONNECTIVITY
THE [FETEEITZICTA] CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR OF HULL AND EAST YORKSHIRE sl ok Adntigiuesd PUbNS fansports

in the
unity
ABouT [ ownership.
s g

Kerry lves inHessls,in the heartof the new
sutry whereunirecantly snean
Social media company.
S o wors at a spcil neads school n Ay,
et Lootdgi iy NoTo [TREGT
et experiancsofworng wih clente ana
Clcaton aongwihhes coochngand conselng The Green Party opposes th
Quaifcatons nashelped ke Geviop ananone Government's austerity plan. As vl a5
e letaning s il o s w00 investing n pudlc nfrastracture, 3 Mayor,
Kory s s trustoe o alocaca rescus charty dike us'o rial universalbasic income
ey Cat el el o the commtod o and a four day working week. A basic income
four Comunity Cartreon Hgoress : - :
Road, Hull. She's hosted a pop-up café and has run ! a'en affordeble; fsasitle and overshelmingly
o supporting young people popular polcy. | want to see  piot est
15 are members of local grassroots with complex needs. A ites,
s weni Andwe need to ask the veryrchest in
society topay atte it more. Weneed o
tax the super-ich fary tohelp fund our
overstretched public services.

environment.

Kerry taking part n
alocal tree planting
project.

(@ rorynansonanuandesstiang gomparyarg k.
[ L —

MIKE ROSS

(¢ Theright skills and
experience for this job.

 Areal plan for Hull
and East Yorkshire.

(& Thebestchoice  Liberal . /=
tobeourMayor. Democrats

Improve our Betteraccess  Bringnew jobs
transportlinks:  to healthcare:  to our region:

Do you want a strong local champion who will get
things done for Hull and East Yorkshire?

I love our part of the world, I'm so proud to call it
home. | live here with my family and | have dedicated
my life to getting a fair deal for local people.

Miewouldmake  Mikewants people  Mike will use the Now inore thin éver we need someone with the
investment inmore  in every community  role of Mayor to 4 4

road repairs a top here to have access drive investment energy and experience to get people the fair deal

priority. tothe healthcare and create new job they deserve. I'm the candidate who will do that.

they need. opportunities.

He will fight for H

better public Hewouldworkto  For too long our Mike Ross

transportandrail  improve healthcare  region has been Ubera Dermocra cancicte for Mayorof Hulland st orkhie

connections toour  provision for Hull  overlooked - Mike

region and East Yorkshire.  will change that.

Find out more at: O[]0
Prepared ity Denis Healyas agent, at Uni 2, K3 Business Park,
SCr bt e VvvWW.Mike4Mayor.org.uk Ji:
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Mayor of Greater Lincolnshire

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 212



Candidates

® Sally Horscroft
Andrea Jenkyns

Green Party
Reform

Marianne Overton Lincs Independent
@® Jason Stockwood Labour
® Rob Waltham

Trevor Young

Conservative
Liberal Democrats

The inaugural election for the mayor of "Greater"
Lincolnshire - or, as normal people know it: just
Lincolnshire, should be a slam-dunk win for the
Conservatives.

Lincolnshire is traditionally one of the deepest wells of
Conservative support in the country. Labour wins the
city of Lincoln and, though weakened there now, the
steel town of Scunthorpe and the fishing port of
Grimsby. There are also Labour wards in Grantham,
Louth and Cleethorpes, but these are patchy.

Evenin last year's terrible defeat, Lincolnshire returned
six Conservative MPs. Labour won three in this wider
definition of Lincolnshire - which includes the parts that
were controversially shorn off to create the artificial
county of Humberside: Great Grimsby & Cleethorpes,
Scunthorpe and Lincoln (plus Axholme from the new
cross-county Doncaster East and the Isle of Axholme,
though Axholme itself votes Tory). And then Reform, in
the shape of Richard Tice, easily won Boston and
Skegness - arguably the most pro-Brexit constituency
in the United Kingdom.
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Across this area the Conservatives polled 34%, Labour
29%, Reform 23%, the Lib Dems 6% and the Greens 5%
(Axholme is excluded from these numbers and Rutland
included).

The Conservatives could still win this mayoralty on
those figures, but the favourites are surely Reform. The
party has picked former Conservative MP Dame
Andrea Jenkyns as their candidate; certainly high
profile but perhaps focussing too much on culture war
issues that matter to her party's activists but have less
salience among voters in rural Lincs.

Those promoting the interests of the Conservatives
make the point that Reform is strong in Boston and
Skegness but much weaker away from the coast. |
would characterise the Lincolnshire hinterland as less
strong for Reform rather than weak for them: they are
hardly weak anywhere in this county.

In any event, we again need to talk about the electoral
system. The winner of this contest now does not need
to scrape into the top two and then stay ahead of the
other candidate in second preferences: they simply
need to win one more vote than anyone else.

In other words every Reform vote, whether in their
strongholds of Boston and Skegness or their least
propitious territory of inner Lincoln, counts. And, as
with each of the other regional mayoralties this year,
the winner is almost certainly going to get the job with
a fairly low share of the vote. That will be as true here
as it will be in the West of England and in
Cambridgeshire.
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That being so we need to consider whether Labour
could pull off what would be a stunning win. The
answer is almost certainly no, but if they can get
anywhere close to that 29% they achieved last July that
might be enough. But given Labour is polling at least ten
points down on their general election performance,
29% looks impossible.

In Labour's favour are their pick of a fairly strong
candidate: Grimsby Town football club co-owner Jason
Stockwood, who is playing down his party affiliation
and playing up his experience of running things - plus
the government's intervention to keep the steelworks
at Scunthorpe open.

Labour may well gain some political benefit from their
action on the steelworks but they are even being "out-
lefted" on this issue by Reform who have called for full
renationalisation of British Steel; something even more
popular among the workforce than the stopgap the
government pushed through before Easter.

But Labour simply doesn't have deep enough support
across the entire county, even if it can turn out every
possible supporter in Scunthorpe, Grimsby and Lincoln.
They didn't before Brexit - and Brexit has severely
weakened Labour in places they used to be strong like
Boston, Grimsby, Grantham and Gainsborough. Labour
placing stronger than third would be very surprising.

No, this is a battle between Reform and Conservative:
the only straight fight between the two in all the
mayoral contests. The Conservative candidate, Rob
Waltham, is the leader of North Lincolnshire, home of
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Scunthorpe, but it doesn't really feel that there is much
voltage in the Tory campaign.

Andrea Jenkyns is a bit like Nigel Farage in that she is
either loved or loathed (to not quite the same extent as
her name recognition is far lower) but in mayoral
elections personalities matter more and administrative
records perhaps less.

The YouGov mayoral poll in the week before the
election confirmed this dynamic with Jenkins leading
by a comfortable fifteen points. Even under the old
electoral system that would probably have been a big
enough lead, as few Labour, Green or Lib Dems would
cast a second preference for the Conservatives.

40
25
15
8 7
- :
Ref Con Lab Grn In:

d LD

45

0

Reform has a real chance of winning the three
mayoralties of East Yorkshire, Doncaster and
Lincolnshire. Perhaps the party needs to better manage
expectations because it's starting to feel as though, if
they fail to win all three they'll underachieve, whereas,
from a standing start, this would be an electoral
earthquake.
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LINCOLNSHIRE PROUD et sl MAKING EVERY PENNY COUNT
y ) o

o

for real change forordinary people:

G et aftordabletravel and anergy stficency i
@ Make Lincolnshire a centre for research, innovation @
snddeveicpment of central goverment funding
and yes, the potholes will et fixedtoo! i
MAKING OUR REGION A RESTORING DIGNITY
JOBS FOR THE FUTURE sy eyt BOOSTING YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE

e kol works gy o sl ot 1 vl supportcur commrite, put pecpls befos prft, and

@

andinife
 Supporting

[
our communities

@ OnlySaly
CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITIES ot iwidbianiiad SEND LONDON A MESSAGE

OUR POTENTIAL WHOEVER RUNS THE COUNTRY!
@
@
@ quaiy &
andheaith. wnity and our members - not millonaire donors!
@ Onlys-ﬂywm demand an end to austerity
© sallyformayor@eastmidiands greenparty.org.uk Yeonoe
© sallyhorscroft-greenpartylincoln @ @sally.horscroft 25 t wipes out our funds and

favours the establishmentpartes. | wish | could send you more
information, perhaps you could send them a message with your vote?
Thark you, Saly )

Please Vote For

Marianne OVERTON wse
For Mayor on Thursday 1st May
e Linlnairs indoperndent,most experaricedond brings funding

Let’s have the best for Greater Lincolnshire  ioouriocala

et DA o 1 L dr oS Bk SO O

EXPERIENCED | RELIABLE | EFFECTIVE | Please Vote For
Marianne OVERTON mge

‘ For Mayor on Thursdoy st Muy
el ot i b i

ire. Please o o Leadership and Experien rklocolly ol to dlver funding and
st - Marianne Overton MBE e < for a more prospe

t ur L

INDEPENDENT

“We are supporting Marianne
Overton on Thursday 1st May”

the University of Lincoln's engine
s and taking advantage of the W

A i coinshire
Wf "ndependents
colnshire Independents oo o auloclaton g o ks
work for
Greater Lincolnshire oo orwhosworkity s aine
4 i

mining local offorts
J 'g. Please vote

growing force.

Groater Lincolnshire.

Indapandenta ilop Farm, Walbaurn Uncoln, LN 0GH.

On Thursday
1st May, Greater
Lincolnshire
residents will elect
our area’s first-ever
M:

Born and raised in Lincolnshire, over 10 generations of
s oy have v and worked crom ot grst

a track record of getting things done,
i s aniquly cuathed o the 1o of myor v
helped to negotiate this deal s a Council Leader.

Having secured the funding and powers offered
the mayoral deal, Rob i ready to ensure the benefits
reach local people right throughout Lincolnshire.

“This new role could be game-changing but only f
we elect the ight person, with the right experience to
getthe job done.

AVOTE FOR ROB WILL DELIVEI

Better Roads & Buses

Our new mayor is a chance to improve.
our roads, better join up publ
transportfrom our rura vllages into
our towns, and bring more high-guality
Jobs o our area - 50 our young p

don't have o leave Lincolnshire just o
get on n ife. Rob will continue to
stand with local people, backing our
ruralvilages and formers while
investing in our town centres.

‘Secure funding to improve key transport routes,
including the A46, A5, AT6, and AT for smoother,
safer journeys across Lincolnshire.

More High-Quality Jobs

‘Atlract new businesses and Investment, ensuring sérvchs forthe oot i improving lives across Lincolnshire
o .

Rob's plan for Lincolnshire will cover

Jears vith record v

Young people can find good obs locall and standing up for our values.

(V) Protection of Local Indust \ 03 0 e iors e oy Lo 1ot e it by ol
SuppertBsh Saelandolhr oy Industos o e m‘;ym_, L roade a0 buses,secursbatr peld i

protect jobs and economic stabilty. G e ot Thics e 151 e

We only have one chance o get this ight
(V) Safeguards for Farmland
") et pior " Scan the GR code to find out more about Rob's plan to make
prieedeoritrlinidinbrsvepod iy y Lincolnshire an even better place to live, work and raise a family.
3 & contactarobwaltham.uk
No NEW taxes
A fim commitment to keeping taxes fow o help @& robwaitham.uk
with the cost of lving, unlike Labour-|

Whers new mayora axes hve been nroduced. $ .comirobwatthamformayor

‘robwalthamformayor #, Conservatives
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DAME ANDREA JENKYNS
A LEADER WHO FIGHTS FOR THE
SILENT MAJORITY

GET LINCOLNSHIRE MOVING
Better Roads, Faster Transport, A County That Works

SKILLS FOR LINCOLNSHIRE
Building Skills, Boosting Jobs, Growing
Lincolnshire’s Economy

PRIORITISING LINCOLNSHIRE PEOPLE
Putting Lincolnshire First in Housing, Services and Support
DOGE LINCOLNSHIRE

Rooting Out Waste, Keeping Taxes Low, Running Efficiently

NO TO NET ZERO MADNESS
Protecting Jobs, Cutting Bills, Common-Sense
Energy Policies

GROWTH LINCOLNSHIRE
Backing Local Businesses, Driving Innovation, Creating Jobs

PRMAYOR
| was born and raised here in
le:olnsh\re | grew up in

1sby on a council estate in
asingle.parent horme

I'm not a career politician.
My first jobs were on the
docks, in a call centre, and as a
waiter. Through hard work, |
built a successful career -
leading businesses, creating
jobs, and investing in our
Tocal communities.

Jason Stockwood

As a businessman, | know how
to get the best deal for our  Your vote matters. This role is
ares, and as Mayor, | won't  about actions, not words. Ive
cost you a penny more. spent my career in business

getting things done. Now, |

!, i want to use that experience to
It's time for a Lk . sone e ey
leader, Lincolnshire.

not a politician. \7 )
e \

The new role of Mayor means
we donit have to wait around  Jason Stockwood

for politicians in London to tell  Labour and Co-operative Candidate
us what we need. Fll be your  for Mayor of Greater Lincolnshire
voice at the table with the

Labour Government - not bo
shouting from the sidelines. ﬁl&,a.,,. ur
Praparo by G Jnkinson a 112 Cesorpe Road, Grimsy, DN3! QHW, on bahaof

Jason Stoskwod, ackvess ousideof Greter Lincones, Chashie Eaet

TREVOR YOUNG

e,
' Areal plan for
Lincolnshire
(¢ The best choice Liberal 3=
tobeourMayor peocrats

Standing up Better access Improve our
to

A strong, outspoken voice with a footprint throughout Great-
er Lincolnshire | am committed to delivering a once in a gen-
erational real change. Not tinkering at the edges, but leading
with a sword of common sense, that cuts through wastage, bu-
reaucracy, this Climate Emergency narrative and the work from
home culture that has gripped our councils and the civil service.

My ‘Common-Sense Manifesto’ for Greater meolnshlve,
includes how | will cut wasteful spending and e

penny of taxpayers' money is used wisely. This means no rundmg
for unnecessary roles like Diversity Officers and a focus on prac-
tical priorities like fixing potholes. We also need to get workers
back into the council offices rather than working from home.

My plan puts Lincolnshire people at the forefront of policy
decisions, including a plan to turbo-charge our economy, boost
jobs and get Lincolnshire moving with my transport and infra-
structure pledge. | am backing businesses with funding, driv-
ing high-tech innovation, and uniting local Industries to create
jobs and investment. | oppose Ed Miliband's unrealistic Net Zero
targets and will instead protect our flood defences, strengthen
food and energy security, and ensure our stunning countryside
isn't marred by endless pylons.

Having been a Lincolnshire County Councillor for Boston North
West, | have also seen the effects of migration on our towns. As
an MP, | spoke up about the effects of illegal migration on our
les. We need to ensure Lincolnshire people are not at
the back of the at Four p

I am your strong, unapologetic voice that speaks up for the
silent maijority, that has had enough of governments of all
colours not putting the British people at the heart of decisions
and letting our country down. The time to rebuild begins here
now in Lincolnshire.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
andreadmayor.co.uk/my-plan

My long term plan
for Greater Lincolnshire

Get a grip of our roads, buses and trains
vith more bus routes, affordable
arecord number of potholes filed

= Figm for our coast and countryside

Strengthen pride and safety in our
villages, towns and ci
jal behaviour

Secure jobs for today and tomorrow
by boosting skills acros
and driving investment into our area.

for the county:

Asa councilleader,  Trevor wants people  Trevor would make
Trevor led the fight  in every community  investment in more

tosave Scampton  hereto haveaccess  road repairs atop
from the Home tothe healthcare  priority.

Office’s asylum plan. ~ they need. e wil Tgneron
For too long our Hewouldworkto  better pul

county has been improve healthcare transport and rail
overlooked -Trevor  provision for connections to our
will change that. Lincolnshire. region.

Preperediy S Bray s sgr. ot SCC Rl o Gelrsboraug 21
1Ny for Trevor Young (Liberal Dermocrats), address in West Linds

Do you want a strong local champion who will get
things done for Lincolnshire?

Ilove our part of the world, I'm so proud to call it
home. | live here and | have dedicated my life to
getting a better deal for local people.

Now more than ever we need someone with the
experience and energy to get people the fair deal
they deserve. I'm the candidate who will do that.

Trevor Young

beral Demoat cancidate fo Mayor of Greater Lincoinshire

Get involved at: EligiE
www.libdems.org.uk/volunteer At;
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Candidates
John Appleby Liberal Democrats
® Liam Bones Conservative
® Karen Clarke Labour
Cath Davies Independent
©® John Falkenstein Reform

® Chloe-Louise Reilly  Green Party
Martin Uren Independent

Despite hardly unreasonable public perception of
Tyneside as a Labour fortress, and the fact that the
Conservatives have only ever won a council majority
here once, this is potentially a competitive election.

The Conservatives have actually won the mayoralty
three times out of the seven it has been contested, and
lost a fourth by less than 1,500 votes. That said, the

40,000 -
35,000 +
30,000 +

25,000

Conservative wins were early on when Labour was in
government: they haven't won the job for two decades
now. In those ensuing twenty years Labour has built a
solid - not quite overwhelming but not far off - lead
across North Tyneside. In the all-out council elections
last year, Labour won 41 seats, the Conservatives just
8. In terms of votes Labour polled 46%, the Tories 20%.

But the Conservatives will argue that they can win
when Labour is in power nationally, when they clearly
have huge problems motivating supporters to vote, and
that the dreadful vote share they managed last year
was an aberration due to the specific unpopularity of
Rishi Sunak's government. More typically the
Conservatives polled closer to 30% throughout their
years in power - when Labour was last in government
they managed to poll around 40%.

Labour is again in government and is polling at levels

that would be regarded as dire were it not for the fact
that the Tories are also in the electoral doldrums.

North Tyneside mayoral election results 2002-2021

2003 by-election
Guide to the 2025 Council Elections
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The reason North Tyneside is not quite the
unbreachable fortress it might be assumed to be is that
half of this authority is Tynemouth: a constituency that
includes the relatively affluent Whitley Bay resort and
which Labour had never won until 1997. While it's
stayed with them ever since - the MP is Labour Chief
Whip Sir Alan Campbell - they've never (2024 aside)
been able to surge out of sight.

Until the recent years of really deep Conservative
unpopularity, the party could usually rely on a cluster of
wards down the coastline: St Mary's, Cullercoats and
Whitley Bay South, Tynemouth and Preston.

In good Conservative years they could also win
Monkseaton, Whitley Bay North and maybe Forest Hall
(the former Benton). And then there's New York and
Murton - the former Collingwood, which has bucked
the swing to Labour and elected three of the eight
Conservatives last year in what used to be a pretty safe
Labour ward.

The Conservatives weaken dramatically as one moves
away from the coast: down the Tyne towards
Newcastle. But even here there are wards that have
often not supported Labour: both of the Wallsend
divisions, Benton and Longbenton, Battle Hill.

These were all very comfortably in Labour's column last
year but they could be very soft now. These are areas
the Lib Dems and occasional independents have been
able to win and might be - should be - the sort of
territory Reform can reach which the Conservatives
cannot.
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In other words, if the Conservatives can rebuild in the
east and Reform can attack in the west, Labour could
be in trouble. But it would still be a surprise if, this early
into their stint in government, the electorate are so
annoyed with them to turf them out.

Labour will not be helped by the fact that their mayor
since 2013, Norma Redfearn, is standing down this
year. Seven candidates are competing to replace her:
Labour's Karen Clark who is councillor for Benton and
Longbenton; the Conservative Liam Bones who
represents Preston with Preston Grange; for Reform
John Falkenstein; John Appleby of the Lib Dems - a
perennial candidate in these parts; and Chloe-Louise
Reilly, who contested Tynemouth last year for the
Greens. There are two independents: Cath Davis - a
former Labour councillor, and Martin Uren.

A reasonable estimate of turnout is around 60,000
voters - that's been the average across the seven
mayoral contests since 2002. Assuming that the top
three, in whatever order: Labour, Conservative, Reform
are relatively close and that the remaining four runners
get some votes, between 16,000 and 20,000 votes
could be enough to win.

This will be the first North Tyneside mayoral election
conducted under First Past The Post. Norma Redfearn
won with over half the votes (so there was no need to
count second preferences under the former
Supplementary Vote system) but typically the winner
has not reached 50%.
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JOHN APPLEBY

— your Liberal Democrat candidate 2025

B¢

Experience?

The Elecied Mayor s responsible for a

£200 Mllion and e ntbresss.
1 210,000 people. Ot laat Mayor was &
Headtbachar. bl what expefience hive
candidates. had?
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Consult, don't Insult

options ~ that's an insult o the
Gecide, and that means everyons,
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not just 8 few. Td ensure at major
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mmhwﬂmm
2 tesding
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and instead of cwning a
" ?
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Environment — is it really an 7
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T might not desl e & ‘Clmate Emergency’, but & we don'l get on with i, & wil
Become an emargency! insacts and plants
provida food as wall as jaisure. Meamaile, you can ses Climate Chaos on TV.

LET'S WO TOGETHER FOR & GREAT EXVIScRMENT in North Tyneside - safe
walking. safe cycing. clean ai, Cetier heatn, betiur actviy, better Planet!

KAREN CLARK

The Labour Party Candidate
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Vote for John

APPLEBY =2

Karen Clark has mare than 40 years of experience
working in community development. Everything she has done
has had local people and local communities at the heart.

KAREN IS A TRUE COI

Karen has been a councillor for the
Longbeaton and Banton area sice
2015 and currently phays 8 leading
role cn Norma Redfear's cabinat.
As cabinet member for
Public Heallh and Weibeing her rola
includes Chairing both the North
Tyneside's Health and Well Being
Board and Safer North Tyneside
Partnership Board.

Karen is the co-founder and Chisf
Executive of Justics Prince CIC, 8

Eive things Keren will do;

Make North Tyneside Council

laborata with and

werk with Local people to ensure the
warks for them and delivers

1he serviess they need

Regenerate our Borough.

Confinue the regenesation of our

Villages and Town Cantras

Help tackle the housing crisis by

building more afforaazie and soeial

houses.

Develop mors good quality jobs.

Werkng with Lacal and Regonal

Prometed by Eddie Darke on behalf of Karen Clark both at
Ruby Court, Unit 14, Benton Industrial Estate, NE12 9UP

MMUNITY CHAMPION

cammunity intarest company based
in Longbenton and set up to address.
inequalities and social injustics
across North Tyneside

Under e leadershup, Justics Prinoe
d “Warking Roots,” &
full-time wark-basod

program for young people who are
not in work or education

The program is now in its twelfth

peopia in gauning e skils and
maving into paid empioyment.

businasses 10 provite taining and
jobs for our residents, including
slong the River Tyne.

Build a green, environmentally
friendly Borough. With ciean, safe
and secure neighbourhcads.
Canlinua investng in repairing our
pavemants and roads

Make Norh Tynesido a better
place for all ages. Work with Local

pecple, a 810
Make North Tyneside a great place
or the whole family £ lve, giving
chikdren and young peaphe the best
start in life

LOE-LOUISE REILLY

mayral candiciate for the

AGreener, Fairer North Tyneside
North Tyneside needs leadership that acts on benalf of people
and cur environment.

As mayor, | want a borough with increased equality and

opportunties for evaryon. Tl fook at expanding local services
to those inneed,

a“U CWV\QSH eccnonw(hamuks for all

I'l plan to-establish a Youth Task Force - a team of professionals
working alongside young peopie - finding creative solutions
with them to the many challenges they face, while ensuring
ey VB BXCING OPPOFTUAITIES in SOOI 300 Beyond

Tl push for more ambitious Net 2600 plans 1o reduce the
DOFOUGN'S @MISSIONS faster, lower people's bills, and enhance
QUF green SPBCES, Clean our river and protect our coast,

Il advocate for bringing public meetings into local spaces
to improve participation. and donate 20% of the mayor's

- North Tyneside's local support and advacacy
‘arganisation for grassroats initiatives.
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For12years, local Labour have run our
.m"-“ nto the ground. It's time for

change.
| grenw p hore and |liva hero with my formily. | Know the issues thot
mattor becausa | everyday t00.

tackling
As your Mayor,
crime and on s

plan s fully and
webssite ot Piconservotives.couk/manifesto

B N
;‘mlﬂh winter becouse of Keir SiGmers decision.
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Y get
chautfeur-driven car on day ene.

With your support this year, we can make this Council work for
Ut agian. twauld ba the honous of my 0 10 B8 your
Mayor ond | won't take your vots for granted

i ) 07534 138047
L"”"’ @ lamanTconsenotives couk
Liam!|

Bones.
:mmmmwmwwww
P ths slecton s achoica crd another
Labour Mayor, A Vot -n--ﬂu:m
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Liam BONES g

FOR REAL CHANGE

JOHN FALKENSTEIN

‘Your REFORM UK Candidate for Mayor

A STRONG NORTH TYNESIDE - MY PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE:

Our Council Tax has increased by 4.99%.

We now pay E444 more per annum than
in Caniral London. The Counc

is mees than £403 millien in dSbl, and we

B2y more than £50,000 in inerest on hat

bt wach day!

Labour cannat manage ouwr finances, it has

1he workloros By 5%, and our services
a0 in Bacine.

It s time for & new approach,

MY PLEDGES:
o T review sl

‘corrupbion, red Lage and incomy
+ Ta scrap Labour's vanity projects.

¥To creatn & cuure whers sl sial arw doing woriméile jobs wnd
‘Wisere Staff want 1o work 10 Serve Hheir communit

2o review sl publc secior contracts b;:;lum value for monay, and

¥ To siop ol
e i 0 orgy Cou. Gl Lk il e Kl e
¥ To sat up an employer led St Bourd. and incoriives &

local 585, 10 offer appre ummaimmmqwmumm
U young oot on 8 Seala ol seen Rlors eally

+ To ensure basic repairs 1o Our roads ara done quickly.

ILIAMHASTAIPLAN]
FOR REAL CHANGE

FIX OUR CRUMBLING
ROADS & PAVEMENTS
TACKLE CRIME &

@ ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
PROPERLY REGENERATE
‘OUR TOWN CENTRES

LOCAL WINTER FUEL
SUPPORT FOR PENSIONERS

BRING BACK 24-HOUR
A&E TO RAKE LANE

RESTORE TYNEMOUTH
OUTDOOR POOL

Scan here toread
Liam’s full plun for
real change!

You pay more and get less with Labour.
It's time for & new approach.

Vote John Falkenstein on 1st May

kst Reform UK supgors equalty s i thel we do. v must siop e

ok obaassion with deniy, dversty 8nd ogualty st s pervaded
Gounclcww It s & waste of has no direct
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ABOUT ME:
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and against them. This inchades legal cases invoiving North Tyneside

know this weaknesses and | have the kil 1o

Councir's strengihs and
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Mayor of the
West of England

Candidates

® Arron Banks Reform

® Helen Godwin Labour

® OliHenman Liberal Democrats
® Mary Page Green Party

® lan Scott Independent

@ Steve Smith Conservative

The West of England Combined Authority
is another of these cobbled-together
jurisdictions that have been named oddly.

What is "West England"? Most would think of a
much larger area with millions of residents than the
environs of the City of Bristol. But then they could
hardly have resurrected the controversial and unloved
title of Avon - of which this is almost all of that former
concocted county. The final piece of Avon: North
Somerset (Weston super Mare, Nailsea, Clevedon
and Portishead), is negotiating to join.

This is, essentially, Bristol City region and,

because the eponymous city is present, there
is the prospect - not a certainty - of a Green Party
win here.

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections 220



Again, the abandonment of the Supplementary Vote
system for electing mayors changes the dynamics of
the race considerably.

In Cambridgeshire we have looked at how that change
should benefit the Conservatives. In Hull and East
Yorkshire it may well benefit Reform UK. Here, it may
save Labour.

It isn't obvious that, were the Greens to have snatched
second place under a two-round system supporters of
the eliminated parties would have switched to them to
defeat Labour but enough of them may well have.

Four parties can make a case that they could win this
mayoralty but Labour, as incumbents and now holder of
six of the nine parliamentary constituencies in this
cluster, should start as favourites. This is not least
because Labour polled (considerably) more votes in the
five Bristol constituencies alone at last year's general
election than the Conservatives across the entire
cluster.

The Conservative case is somewhat similar to that
Cambridgeshire: they might be able to win on a very
low vote share by being the party that comes second
everywhere given that Labour, Greens and Lib Dems
have areas in which they are very weak as well as their
strongholds.

The problem with this argument - theoretically possible
- is that at the last general election they didn't even
manage second in Bristol and Bath. And in last year's
Policing and Crime Commissioner elections, despite
voters tending to be more inclined to vote
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Conservative for that job (even as the party lost its
polling lead as the strongest party on law and order) the
Greens just beat them to second place.

It is unlikely - highly unlikely - that with Reform likely to
poll tens of thousands of votes in this election (they
polled over 40,000 in the general election across this
cluster) the Conservatives will come second, let alone
in so even a way across the entire combined authority
as to squeak through overall.

Nonetheless, the Tories won the first election to this
mayoralty in 2017, finishing 10,000 ahead of Labour in
the first round; and were almost 18,000 votes ahead of
the Greens while losing to Labour in 2021. That is not
an insubstantial lead. It just no longer exists.

The Liberal Democrats hold the remaining two
constituencies in this cluster: Bath and Thornbury &
Yate. Again, had SV still been the electoral system in
use they may have been the beneficiaries if they could
have finished second, benefiting from the second
preferences of Conservatives and Greens.

But while the Lib Dems should again poll a significant
stack of votes their fade out in Bristol and its suburbs
across the boundary, and weakness in North East
Somerset beyond Bath make it unlikely the Lib Dems
will be competitive.

This cluster of constituencies does not represent a
great hunting ground for Reform. Bristol and Bath are
both very much not Reform-friendly cities being full of
university-educated, affluent professionals tending to
either a progressive or radical outlook.
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2021 Mayor of the West of England first round votes by district

Con Lab (DY Grn
Bath and North East Somerset 15,278 15,135 9451 7,603
Bristol 28,444 50,131 20,053 38,510
South Gloucestershire 28,693 19,168 11,689 8,806
Total 72,415 84,434 41,193 54,919
2017 Mayor of the West of England first round votes by district
Con Lab _ Grn
Bath and North East Somerset 13,103 6,137 10,021 4,398
Bristol 18,146 29,676 20,675 13,857
South Gloucestershire 22,547 7,814 9,098 3,799
Total 53,796 43,627 39,794 22,054
2024 Avon and Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner votes by district (excluding North Somerset and Somerset Councils)
Con Lab _ Grn
Bath and North East Somerset 10,281 9,526 4,859 5,088
Bristol 19,788 47,220 10,412 37,375
South Gloucestershire 17,528 15,192 5,678 6,283
Total 47,597 71,938 20,949 48,746

There may be some Reform votes in the council estates
of South Bristol, in Keynsham and the smaller towns
and villages of rural north east Somerset but these
areas are not populous enough to propel them towards
awin.

Reform has nominated one of the "Bad Boys of Brexit"
Arron Banks as its mayoral candidate and while he'll be
able to fund a full campaign, having one of the most
prominent Leave campaigners from 2016 in an area
that voted 56% Remain is a liability.

And so we get to the Greens. Can they win this
mayoralty? On the one hand they are the party most

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections

capable of defeating Labour. The Greens nearly won an
overall majority on Bristol Council last year, falling just
a couple of seats short. For the first time ever they
outpolled Labour across the city: 49,300 to 38,868.

They should be able to build on that lead by adding
disgruntled general election Labour voters who have
been dismayed at the first nine months of Sir Keir
Starmer government. And they will hope that they
haven't lost too many Green voters not best pleased by
the Green track-record running Bristol council. They
probably haven't. Not yet, at least.
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The Labour winner of the mayoralty in 2021, Dan
Norris, is now MP for North East Somerset and so isn't
defending this position and has been embroiled in a
number of very serious criminal allegations. His
replacement is Bristol councillor Helen Godwin, who
was a senior member of the last Labour administration
in the city .

Labour's massive head start - be it their lead over the
Greens from the last mayoral election of almost
30,000, or from last year's general election (almost
72,000 on a higher turnout) gives them a huge cushion
to absorb the decline in their popularity since moving
into government.

Labour was also able to win the Avon and Somerset
PCC election last year, albeit when the Conservatives
were still in government, and the fact they were able to
triumph despite the whole of the county of Somerset
(which becomes very much less Labour-inclined the
further you move from this specific part of the county)
getting a vote shows their 2021 mayoral win wasn't a
fluke.

It's also worth noting that the Police Commissioner
elections were held on the same day as the Bristol City
elections and, while the Greens won those, Labour
polled almost 10,000 more votes for PCC. That shows
either that a fair chunk of the Green vote at council and
general elections is tactical, or that even Green voters
don't want Greens running local police services.

Greater Bristol isn't the sort of area disaffected Labour
voters would switch to Reform in numbers and it might
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be the case that the party's support is holding up better
here than in red wall areas. But the strength - and
therefore credibility - of the Greens and Lib Dems give
voters who do want to give Labour a kick enough
options to knock quite a lot of the stuffing out of that
cushion.

27
23
18 17
13
2
Grn Lab Ref Con LD

Oth

The YouGov poll of mayoral elections in the week prior
to polling gave the Greens a narrow 4-point lead over
Labour, but with four parties within ten points of each
other. Given the strength of the Lib Dems in Bath &
North East Somerset, and South Gloucestershire fifth
place will be disappointing, but no doubt there is a real
squeeze goingon.

Another feature of the poll was that, if only voters
claiming to be 10 out of 10 certain to vote are counted,
Reform wins. If you widen the sample to include those
down to 7 out of 10 (still far more than will actually turn
out) Reform comes fifth. It's that close.
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BANKS
FOR BRISTOL

AND THE WEST OF ENGLAND
My plan is to hold the local councils accountable and demand
they provide better services while cutting waste. I'm shocked
but not surprised at the level of incompetence from all three
local councils.

ARRON BANKS

A Strong West of England

My Plan for Real Change

VOTE REFORM UK | MAY 17 2025

)= OliHenman

To shut the Metro Mayor's Office and the

team working on your priorities.

To dismantle waste, cut bureaucracy,
and improve the services you rely on.

To commission a rolling independent audit
to uncover waste, fraud, and mismanagement,
ensuring full transparency.

To donate the entire salary as West of England
Mayor to a range of local charities.

To demand the re-opening of Thornbury
@ High Street to cars and work to restore life.
to the town.

To deliver real services and common
sense policies, not play petty politi

rocaetections  REFORMUK
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Prepared by F.Ustianawski on behalfof Ol Henman, Leral
Democrat. Al t 31 Jomes Street West, Bath, BA1 28

| Oli Henman .

Speaking Truth to Power! IAN SCOTT

Standing up for Your Rights as a Local Independent Candidate!

GIVE US OUR MONEY BACK!

WE need to Bridge the Gap again and work wnn North Somerset
Royal Portbury D

generators for the West of England. The Gamway to the World.

“The West of England is a Net Contributor to the British Economy but

is not n the first tranche of Integrated Funding?

Like West Yorkshire is!

West Yorkshire or West of England?
National Political Party or Local Independent? You have the Power!

Being Old is not a Crime! Experience is a Good Thing!

MY EXPERIENCE

Grew up in St Anne’s Park Bristol — Lived in Fiton since 1988 —
Home to the Aerospace Industry, MOD and the Post

llustrating WE need International - National and Local Investment

Public Service & Political Activist for over 40 years
Current South Gloucestershire Councillor - 10 years
Chaired South Gloucestershire Council Health Scrutiny
Filton Gouncillor - 15
School Govemor - 12 years - Primary and Secondary
West of England - European Structure Investment Fund Member -
3 years
Avon Fire Autharity Member - 4 years
Bristol University Court Member - 5 years
GFA Football Association Committee Member - 2 years
outhwest Councils - BTEC Local Governance Level 4 — Assessor

Promoted by lan Scott Independent Candidate 55 Charborough
Road Filon South Gloucestershire BS347QZ

regional nature partnerships, housing and jobs.
gy, )

L s

it nd ecooem Oli HENMAN

el  hello@olihenman.co.uk

AFAIRER, GREENER & BRIGHTER FUTURE

IAN SCOTT - Standing up for Your Rights as an

Independent - | will Speak Truth to Power and Support:

Better Health Service:
o roreha] oty Aol e per e mert Conte

Improved Buses and Transport

Cheaper Bus Fares and Better Bus Routes and Train Services.
New Local Train Stations - like St Anne’s Park and Filton North.
More Respect for Residents and Car Users in Consultations.

Council House Waiting Lists Are Too Long!
More Council and Affordable Homes. Better Protection for Renters.

Skills Training that Supports New Industry jobs and Housing
Seek Further International, European and National investment to
modernise industry like Filton's Aerospace Industry and the jobs of
the future in Green Energy and New Technology.

GIVE US OUR MONEY BACK!

We Pay too much of our Tax to National Government who need to
give it back to us to Fund Local Services.

Educated Locally at St Anne's Park, St George and Bristol
Colleges, TUC and the Bristol Business School (now UWE).

Over 40 Years Work Experience

Post Office 19 years + (From the Age of

Sorth Glaanarahrs Gounell nd Bt Conlitheacly
Education Trade Union Regional Officer 14 years

Email: ianmark_scott@blueyonder.co.uk

Promoted by lan Scott Independent Candidate 55 Charborough
Road Filton South Gloucestershire BS347QZ

Guide to the 2025 Council Elections
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Dear resident, THE WEST OF ENGLAND

‘The West of England Is my home. Its where | was born,
‘grew up and now 'm raising my children here.

1am standing to be your next Mayor because I have the

our region.
I've been a busi and served i cab
member, fighting to protect the essential services that we
allrely on.
As your Mayor, 11l champion the West of England every day
and focus on what matters most to you: bilding a reliable
and connected public transport system, developing new
homes with the services they need, protecting our precious
environment and attracting jobs of the future to our doorstep.
1 will work with the Labour Government to deliver real
England.

y
Vote Labour on Thursday 1 May.
Best wishes,
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Labrand a’w rmzmmu
I'm the only candidate who
can beat the Conserva

our region.

MARY PAGE

WEST OF ENGLAND MAYOR

Dear neighbour,

The Green Party offers a New Green Deal.
We have a plan which puts people and communities at
the heart of our region.

After 15 years of cuts too many people and b

struggling. Instead of us being better off, it's
multi-millionaires who have more money in the bank.

The only growth is how much we're paying in rent or our
mortgages, how long we have to work, and how much time
it takes to travel around the region. Some homes aren't fit
to live in, too many jobs don't pay enough to live on, and
our transport is in gridlock.

My Nature, Nurture and Needs plan will provide
sustainable jobs, better homes and reliable transport
in an environment where we can thrive.

Vote for me, Mary Page and We Can grow together.

(© westofengland@southwest.greenparty.org.uk

WEST OF ENGLAND MAYORAL ELECTION

THURSDAY 1ST MAY

TEVE SMITH

FOR WEST OF ENGLAND MAYOR

Al cormmon;sense.
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LET'S GET OUR REGION

End the war on the motorist
Sort out our bus services
Expand railway services
Champion the Green Belt

Grow our region’s economy
and jobs

HELEN'’S PLAN FOR
THE WEST OF ENGLAND

Work with the Labour
Government to unlock
new funding for the region

Deliver a reliable bus network
with one ticket, one timetable

Secure new railway stations
including Ashton Gate,

St Annes, Filton North (Brabazon),
Portishead, Saltford and Charfield

Build new homes with the schools,
NHS services and transport links
they need

ink education and industry,
creating new jobs for the region

Iwantto hear your views
Email me at: helengodwin@labour.org.uk

Voteiglabour THURSDAY 1 MAY

Business Development
Work Coach
Co-founder It's Our
City Bristol
Community Project

MARY'S NATURE, NURTURE AND NEEDS PLAN

NATURE: PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT
AND EMPOWER COMMUNITIES

st week: Boost support for community projects and funding b
st year: Build environmental protection into neighbourhood plans

NURTURE: GROW A THRIVING ECONOMY
WITH SUSTAINABLE SKILLS

st week: Begin review of
P

NEEDS: RELIABLE REGULAR INTEGRATED
TRANSPORT

)
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Steve Smith’s practical
business plan
to deliver for the WHOLE of
the West of England

END THE WAR ON THE MOTORIST
stopping congestion-creating schemes like the
A4 bus lane between Bath and Bristol.

SORT OUT OUR BUS SERVICES
expanding services, especially in rural areos,
and keeping fores down.

EXPAND THE RAILWAY NETWORK
opening five new stations in two years and
progressing another three.

CHAMPION THE GREEN BELT
by promoting a strong regional “brownfield
first” policy and the investment to do it

BACK ECONOMIC AND JOB GROWTH
supporting business and investment - ke
expanding the Rec in Both.

PROMOTE CITV AND TOWN
REGENERATI

geton with key regenem(lon schemes like
Broadmead.

. Conservatives
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