
 

W e s t   K e n s i n g t o n   w a r d 

 
For years there was a Gibbs Green ward which very 

closely resembled today's West Kensington ward and 

the former North End ward. William Gibbs was the 

builder of much of the district of Baron's Court, so 

should he be the local personality with which this ward 

is most closely identified?   

 

The answer is "not really" because Gibbs Green wasn't 

named after Mr Gibbs - that he built much of the place is 

purely coincidental. As far back as the 1600s there was a 

highway through this area called Gybbesgreen Lane. 

 

William Gibbs' impact on the area is important, but so too 

is that of Sir William Palliser who commissioned the 

Baron's Court estate; the packed grid of streets between 

Margravine Cemetery and North End Road, which is the 

largest population centre in the ward - by a stretch.  

 

There are three competing theories as to how Baron's 

Court got its name.   

 

The first is that Palliser wanted a name for the area that 

competed with Earl's Court, the more well-known 

neighbourhood to the east. That's the claim that puts the 

apostrophe in "Baron's".   

 

The second is that Palliser named the district after his 

Baronscourt estate in Ireland - and, if that idea is correct, 

there should be no apostrophe. Nor should it be two 

words. Searching through the local newspaper archives 

for stories about Baron's Court ward, you often find the 

Fulham Chronicle refer to it as Baronscourt when that 

wasn't its name, so perhaps this shows which theory the 

paper was inclined to. 

 

The third suggestion is that the ancient name for the area 

was the Court Baron, a title deed held by the Bishop of 

London, who of course resided at Fulham Palace. 

 

The Avonmore ward profile looks in greater detail at 

Baron's Court ward given that almost all of Avonmore 

was within Baron's Court, whereas West Kensington 

contained a large amount of the old Lillie ward.  

  

Baron's Court was a safe Conservative ward - from 1945 

onwards the only reliably Conservative ward in Fulham 

borough - while Lillie ward became a Labour-leaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

marginal - between 1945 and the borough's abolition in 

1965 only once electing Conservative councillors. 

 

Until the 1960s, essentially only the side of this ward west 

of North End Road was inhabited. There were the 

mansions in Beaumont Road and Beaumont Crescent, and 

the houses set back along Lillie Road towards West 

Brompton. But otherwise everything to the east of North 

End Road was railway land: sidings, carriage sheds and the 

Lillie Bridge London Transport repair depot. This was a 

scale of land requisitioned for the railways only otherwise 

seen in this borough at Old Oak. 

 

The Baron's Court estate was built to imitate the sort of 

grand housing seen in Earl's Court and South Kensington 

more widely. One of the characteristics of the estate is 

that, in the main, its streets run east-west but the 

character of each street is not uniform. That in itself isn't 

surprising: many sections of streets in the borough were 

sold off in lots with different developers building their lot 

in their own preferred style.  But in Baron's Court there 

are, essentially, two styles of housing.  

 

West of Vereker Road, whichever of the streets you pick, 

you will find red brick town houses and mansion blocks, 

mostly with basements - a style redolent of areas like 

Knightsbridge. East of Vereker Road you will find white 

stucco town houses and mansion blocks in the Palladian 

style, far more typical of Earl's Court and South 

Kensington.  

 



 

And yes, there are exceptions to this generalisation. 

Comeragh Road changes character further west at the 

junction of Gledstanes Road; Barton Road and Palliser 

Road have a character all of their own: a more rustic arts 

and craft style of home, almost Swiss. But otherwise this 

divide between the white and red sides of Baron's Court is 

clear. 

 

This is one of the most densely populated neighbourhoods 

in the borough: over 4,000 residents are squeezed into 

this ordered grid of streets. It is a multicultural district; a 

high turnover district; overwhelmingly of tenants rather 

than owner-occupiers. It has among the highest 

proportion of European Union citizens, young and 

professional, taking advantage of the tube links at Baron's 

Court and West Kensington stations as well as the 

somewhat lower property prices than the next train stops 

further into the centre.  

 

Mohandas Gandhi lived in Baron's Court Road as a 

student; so did Sir Geoffrey De Havilland, the aircraft 

designer. Marcus Garvey, the black rights crusader, lived 

in Talgarth Road, and Emily Davidson, the suffragette, in 

Fairholme Road.  These four characters give something of 

a flavour of the mix of establishment and insurgence that 

cohabited in the Baron's Court estate. 

 

Each of the four wards covering the W14 postal district: 

Addison, Brook Green, Avonmore and West Kensington 

has a somewhat different character from each other - but 

they are all quite distinct from the rest of the borough.  

 

All were part of the relatively short-lived Baron's Court 

constituency: a Labour-leaning marginal, during the 

period when the borough's population fell and its 

constituency representation went from four seats, to 

three, to two and then to the mess we have today. They 

are all tightly packed districts of large houses or mansions 

mostly subdivided into flats or homes in multiple-

occupancy. That type of housing tends to produce high 

population turnover - and the corollary of that is very low 

voter turnout.  

 

Why are those two factors linked? Simply because if you 

are just passing through a community; here for six 

months, a year or maybe two, you are far less likely to 

engage with it; to care enough about local issues to find 

out who your representatives are and get active 

politically. 

 

Throughout the 1990s, turnout from this part of Gibbs 

Green ward barely surpassed 20% even though it had the 

potential to wield far more electoral clout because it was 

 



 

where the bulk of the population lived. In person turnout 

at the Bhavan Centre polling station in 2026 was just 

26%. 

 

Baron's Court ward extended as far south as Star Road. 

The Lillie ward section: the area from Star Road south to 

Lillie Road was of a different character and covered two 

different areas. 

 

In the west was Queen's Club Gardens, a set of mansion 

blocks that was, without question, the Conservative 

stronghold in Lillie ward and which kept that ward 

marginal. In the east were a set of four streets: ABC 

streets - Archel, Bramber and Chesson, plus Turneville 

Road.   

 

These were big houses with basements but almost all sub-

divided and far less affluent than the Barons Court estate. 

Today many are owned by housing associations, a  few by 

the council, though many of the privately owned homes - 

mostly at the western end, have gentrified considerably. 

 

In the Lillie ward profile we looked at how a large part of 

this area was devastated by bombing during the Second 

World War. Eight high explosive bombs were dropped on 

the railway sidings east of Lillie Road - in addition to the 

bomb sites covering Normand Park and the Clem Attlee 

estate shown on the Lillie ward map. 

 

Even before slum clearance sites had been drawn up for 

chunks of East Fulham and Baron's Court, Patrick 

Abercrombie's Greater London Plan of 1943 was also 

destined to have a big impact on this neighbourhood. The 

plan set out the government's response both to the 

damage done to the capital by the war, and the relatively 

unplanned, haphazard way London had been allowed to 

grow prior to the war.   

 

One of the radical solutions for a city with rapidly growing 

car ownership and the ensuing congestion it was creating, 

was a series of arterial roads from the heart of London out 

through the suburbs and beyond.  One of these became 

the A4, which ran through Talgarth Road, demolishing its 

entire northern terrace to make room for the dual 

carriageway.  

 

The southern terrace, already backing onto the District 

and Piccadilly tube lines, now had its frontage blighted by 

round-the-clock air and noise pollution. It was here that 

the end scenes of the film "Trainspotting" were filmed, in a 

tiny Talgarth Road bedsit. 

 

The widening of Talgarth Road made it the most physical 

road boundary in the southern half of the borough. It was 

also one reason why Baron's Court ward ceased to be 

viable ward in 1964 when Fulham and Hammersmith 

amalgamated: it was just such an obvious divide between 

the two sides of that old ward.  

 

Following the Blitz, Fulham Council had cleared three 

streets: Dieppe Street, Eli Street and Hilmer Street, and 

scrubland, to build an estate just behind Beaumont 

Crescent. This became the Gibbs Green estate: six low-

rise tenement blocks. On the western side of North End 

Road they built Alice Gilliatt Court - named after the first 

female mayor of Fulham - in a similar style to Gibbs Green.  

 

But this was just the start. The whole of the north side of 

Star Road was cleared and an estate that has gone by a 

few names: the Star Road estate, the Cheeseman's 

Terrace estate and the Maystar estate, was constructed.  

And, on most of the sidings immediately south of the 

Gibbs Green estate, the West Kensington estate was 

built.   

 

Both Maystar and the West Ken estates are unique, at 

least in terms of this borough.  Maystar was built on two 

distinct levels. At ground level the estate was divided into  

fairly small clusters of terraced maisonettes, often set 

around squares - Vine Square, Shuters Square and 

Orchard Square.  

 

But the upstairs layer: Cheeseman's Terrace, was one of 

the remarkable  - and eventually notorious - streets-in-

the-sky estates. You could walk up a twisting ramp at the 

Vereker Road end and then along a seemingly never 

ending zigzag corridor right the way to North End Road.   

 

This was one of those misguided architectural ideas that 

tried to replicate terraced streets but within a much 

higher rise environment. The archetype of this type of 

estate: Park Hill in Sheffield, was designed almost literally 

as a road - milkmen could drive their floats up to the 

street in the sky and fulfil their round as though they were 

on ground level. An idea fine in theory but often very not 

so in the lived experience of the residents. 

 

While it made Cheeseman's Terrace a neighbourhood 

unto itself - separate from the ground floor estates, the 

upstairs concourse had very little oversight. That 

provided a haven for thieves, muggers and gangs; even for 

harmless but rowdy teenagers to mess around. The 

numerous stairs to it throughout the footprint of the 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

estate meant there were escape routes aplenty 

for them when the police were called.  

 

In the early 2000s this street-in-the-sky was 

ended as the walkways were broken up and 

controlled entry systems introduced: now you 

can walk only the length of a block: a couple of 

dozen homes, with stairways at each end. 

 

The West Ken estate was even bigger than 

Maystar. It's a mix of three types of housing. 

There are five relatively high-rise blocks of nine 

or ten storeys: Churchward and Fairburn, 

Desborough and Lickey, and Sharnbrook 

Houses. Staggered along North End Road are 

some zigzag four storey blocks. And swishing 

through the edges and centre of the estate are 

terraced streets of town houses like Aisgill 

Avenue, Ivatt Place and Stanier Close. 

 

Gibbs Green estate was opened in 1961 and the 

West Ken in 1974. These were significant 

amounts of council housing: 160 homes on Gibbs 

Green, 315 on Maystar, 77 on Alice Gilliatt, and 

over 600 on the West Ken estate: well over 

1,152 homes just on these four estates.  

 

 



 

And, of course, there were the council- and housing 

association-owned homes in the ABC streets, smaller 

blocks like Browning Court 25 and 50 Vereker Road, 

Robert Gentry House in Gledstanes Road (whose 

residents get a free view of the Queens Club tennis 

tournament each summer as it backs onto the courts). and 

Ada Lewis House in Palliser Road. 

 

To begin with, Gibbs Green was a highly marginal ward, 

given the presence of the Barons Court estate and 

Queen's Club Gardens -  and because most of the council 

housing hadn't been built. But the massive demographic 

shift against the Conservatives among the sorts of 

leaseholders who live in Baron's Court had already begun. 

In the last elections to Fulham Council in 1962 the 

Conservative majority had been whittled down to 17%: 

49% to 32% - and the stronger Tory areas had been 

moved to Avonmore. Labour had won Lillie ward in 1962 

by 44% to 26, though a lot less of Lillie moved to Gibbs 

Green than did Baron's Court.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labour - whose three councillors in 1964 included Betty 

Boothroyd, the future Speaker of the House of Commons 

- won the inaugural battle for Gibbs Green by barely 150 

votes. They lost it by a country mile in 1968: 70% to 30% - 

it was the second safest Tory ward that year after 

Avonmore.  

 

But then the council estates began to populate. Labour 

got Gibbs Green back in 1971 and increased their 

majority in 1974 (when there was a national and borough 

swing away from them). Nonetheless, Gibbs Green was 

hardly a safe ward and 1978: a big Conservative wave 

year, was rapidly approaching. 

 

Yet the Conservatives did not win Gibbs Green in 1978. 

The result was tight - but nothing compared to the tiny 

figure majorities elsewhere in the borough at that 

election. 

 

The reason - or at least a part of it - was boundary 

changes. Gibbs Green was shrunk to a 2-councillor ward. 

The Maystar estate, the ABC streets and, critically, 

Queen's Club Gardens, were moved to Normand ward.  

 

Gibbs Green became just the Baron's Court estate west of 

North End Road and the Gibbs Green and West Ken 

estates east of it. The change in the sort of people living on 

the Baron's Court: from stable, long-term Conservative-

voting couples to transient, disengaged singles, eroded 

Conservative support enough that they simply weren't 

strong enough on this side to outvote the council estates. 

In 1982 this was one of the wards where the impact of the 

SDP/Liberal Alliance into the contest hurt Labour more 

than the Conservatives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New councillor Gordon Prentice only hung onto his seat 

by twenty votes; a defeated Tory candidate being Michael 

Fallon, the future Conservative Party chairman and 

Defence Secretary. 

 

Both Gibbs Green and Normand swung very heavily to 

Labour in 1986 after the Fulham by-election: a 16% swing 

here giving them over 60% of the vote. The ward looked 

safe for the first time. However, that was a slightly false 

dawn because both wards swung back more heavily than 

average to the Tories in 1990. Neither Gibbs Green nor 

Normand were exactly marginal - but they once again 

couldn't be called safe either. 

 

Labour pulled significantly clear in 1994; then they won 

by a landslide in a 1997 by-election. Charlie Treloggan, 



 

the new councillor, won with almost three quarters of the 

vote in a very low turnout summer by-election. By now 

Gibbs Green had diverged a lot from Normand: the 

Conservatives almost snatched that ward in 1998 while 

Labour's majority grew and grew in Gibbs Green. 

 

In the electoral review of 2000, the pre-1978 version of 

Gibbs Green returned. Back came Queen's Club Gardens, 

those ABC streets and the Maystar estate. The new ward 

was (stupidly) called North End: confusing for those living 

in other wards North End Road ran through and not all 

that accurate historically as the township of North End 

was further north.  

 

The first contest in North End was close. The 

Conservatives worked very hard to try to oust the council 

leader Andrew Slaughter and education cabinet member 

David Williams, and Labour only held on by 6%: 45% to 

39%.  

 

That sort of lead was nowhere near large enough for 

Labour to defend in 2006 when the third Tory landslide 

enveloped the borough. For the first time since 1971 

West Kensington had three Conservative councillors. The 

Tory majorities ranged from 197 to 290. 

 



 

The new Conservative council had big plans for West 

Kensington. Developers Capital and County (Capco) had 

purchased the famous Earls Court exhibition centre site, 

which straddled the borough boundary. The new Tory 

administration wanted to extend this redevelopment all 

the way to North End Road, demolishing the West Ken 

and Gibbs Green council estates in the process. This vast 

new neighbourhood would contain well over 10,000 new 

homes. 

 

By 2010 the plans were at an advanced stage but were 

just that: plans. Nothing had been formally agreed, no 

contracts exchanged. But the council elections that year 

reminded the Conservatives why they needed to realign 

North End ward politically. Labour's Daryl Brown - a well-

known community activist - won back one of the three 

seats here. But Hammersmith and Fulham stayed Tory 

and the sell-off plans proceeded. In 2012 the council sold 

the two estates to Capco for £105 million and the estates 

were on a clear trajectory to demolition. 

 

Labour won back the remaining two seats in North End in 

2014. There was little evidence that North End voters 

cared that much about the redevelopment plans - or 

perhaps it might be more accurate that residents may not 

have believed things would change if Labour won.  

 

It's also wrong to assume that everyone here wanted to 

halt the estate demolition. One of the Conservative 

arguments was that the replacement neighbourhood 

would lift up a relatively dowdy area with higher quality 

housing. Some estate residents may also have looked 

forward to being allocated a new home within this 

neighbourhood. 

 

But the newly-elected Labour council was committed to 

halting the plans for the estates. Yet despite going 

through the contracts with a fine tooth-comb they could 

not find a way to default on the deal and Capco was 

uninterested in selling them back.  

 

By this time the estates had also organised themselves 

into a vocal, smart, high profile campaign. They called 

themselves "The People's Estates", got funding to hire a 

professional community organiser, roped in left-wing 

architects to come up with a viable alternative that would 

retain the estates, and started the process of trying to 

take community ownership of their homes.   

 

These were all vital steps towards saving the estate, but 

what actually sank Capco was the economy. They had 

purchased Earls Court prior to the financial crisis and the 

land had lost a lot of value subsequently, gumming-up the 

 



 

company's liquidity.  Then the mayoralty of London 

switched from Conservative Boris Johnson to Labour's 

Sadiq Khan. Capco had lost the backing of the capital's 

mayor: the straw that broke Capco's back. 

 

Now keen to get some liquidity into the site, they sold the 

Empress State Building: the 28-storey tricorn tower block 

on the edge of the Earl's Court site to the Met Police for 

£250 million. This was a bespoke deal but it gave hope 

that, as bits of the site were now negotiable, the estate 

sell-off might be reversed ignited. 

 

In 2018 Labour, which had been vociferous in their 

championing of the estates, won North End by margins 

not seen since that 1986 landslide. All three councillors 

won with majorities of over a thousand on a near 16% 

swing - the largest swing in the borough that year.   

 

A year later Capco, crushed by the continuingly 

worsening losses they were being saddled with because of 

their stagnant planning permission and the terrible 

headlines they were getting, sold their interest in Earls 

Court to Delancey. If it can be called a  consolation, at 

least the first stage of Capco's masterplan: Lillie Square, in 

Seagrave Road, just across from the main Earl's Court site, 

had been partially completed. 

 

Wanting to focus on the parts of the site that had been 

cleared - Earls Court One and Two - Delancey sold the 

two estates back to Hammersmith and Fulham for the 

same price Capco had purchased them for: £105 million. 

The saga was over, the estates were saved and the 

residents had won.  

 

Earl's Court minus the estates still contained land with 

planning permission in North End ward. As such, when the 

2019 boundary review commenced, the ward was 

projected to grow by almost 1,400 voters by 2025. That 

electorate would make the ward far too large, and so 

changes were needed.  

 

North End - renamed West Kensington: the fourth name 

for this area (Baron's Court, Gibbs Green, North End, 

West Kensington) remained broadly unchanged but 

Queen's Club Gardens was removed. 

 

Even though Queen's Club Gardens wasn't any longer 

quite the vault of Conservative votes it used to be, 

removing these mansion blocks made West Kensington 

virtually unwinnable for that party. They would not have 

won it in 2010 and 2006 would have been questionable.  

 

West Kensington summary results 

 

 Con Lab LD Grn Oths 

Gibbs Green ward  

1964 45.5 51.3   3.2 

1968 69.9 30.1    

1971 46.9 53.1    

1974 38.1 50.9 11.0   

1978 41.9 49.4 3.4   

1982 39.7 43.3 18.6   

1986 26.5 63.1 9.3  1.1 

1990 39.3 53.8 6.9   

1994 31.4 56.0 12.6   

1997B 20.2 74.4 5.4   

1998 25.2 59.8 15.0   

North End ward  

2002 39.5 45.5 9.9 5.0  

2006 49.6 40.0 10.4   

2010 42.8 38.6 18.6   

2014 38.0 46.7 7.9 7.4  

2018 23.7 63.3 10.6 2.4  

West Kensington ward  

2022 20.3 64.4 12.8 2.5  

2026 15.0 39.0 9.7 24.5 11.8 

 

 

Labour won another huge majority in 2022 - slightly 

smaller than 2018 but still 64% to 20%. But in 2026 

Labour's vote crashed again: down more than 25 

percentage points, leaving them below 40%.   

 

If the Conservatives had been the beneficiaries of that 

Labour collapse they would have won the ward - but they 

lost about five points of support too, ending up 15%.  

 

Reform debuted with about just under 12% of the vote - 

one of their candidates here being "Brexit Barrister" 

Martin Howe who had represented Colehill ward for the 

Conservatives in 1982: a gap between the two elections 

of 44 years - almost certainly a local record. But the 

Greens, who only fielded one candidate, came second to 

Labour - winning one quarter of the votes cast.  

 

West Kensington was not a Green target ward: that can 

be seen in them only finding one activist to stand here. All 

their efforts were in Shepherds Bush, not Fulham - so this 

vote was even more remarkable. The gap between the 

third Labour councillor and the Green was just 283 or 

11.5%, making this their best result in Hammersmith & 

Fulham. What might they have achieved if anyone had 

realised they would get so close and campaigned here? 

 



 

Yet the ward does have flags that suggested it would 

make a decent Green target. Unlike White City: their 

chosen target, the Labour vote in West Kensington has 

been pretty volatile. The combined population living in 

council rented and private rented homes here is 76%.  

 

The Baron's Court estate in particular contains stacks of 

the sort of young, transient professionals attracted to the 

Greens' left-wing message; animated by Gaza and other 

social justice causes - but not all that intent in turning out 

in a council election.  

 

That's why campaigns and get out the vote efforts on 

polling day matter in a ward like this. Hindsight, of course 

- and Hammersmith and Fulham will likely never be the 

sort of borough the Green Party is strong enough to run 

the sort of intensive campaign needed to make this ward 

more competitive. 

 

Labour's 39% is less than they lost by in 2006 and on a par 

with their 2010 showing when they still lost two of the 

three seats here.  

 

It's part of a row of weak Labour showings down the 

eastern side of the borough: 38.6% in Avonmore, 35.9% in 

Lillie, 35.7% in Walham Green and just 30.4% in Sands 

End.   

 

It's not obvious why this wall of wards especially soured 

on Labour in 2026 (compared to other parts of the 

borough more traditionally marginal) and somewhat 

remarkable that they still managed to win all but two of 

the twelve seats within them. West Kensington is the only 

one of them where the Greens finished second and is still 

the least winnable for the Conservatives.  

 

As Earls Court starts to get built and occupied, it may 

realign politics in this ward. Lillie Square: that earlier part 

of the development in Lillie ward may have helped the 

swing to the Conservatives there. But Earl's Court will 

also contain a lot of private renters, a lot of leaseholders 

and some student accommodation - all part of a cost of 

living crisis constituency spending a huge chunk of their 

income on rent or mortgage repayments.  

 

But it's unlikely to have voters on the register by 2030: 

the next council elections, so if anyone wants to stage an 

upset, they'll have to do so with the ward as it is now, not 

as it will be. 

 

 

 

Rollcall of West Kensington ward councillors 
including North End ward (2002-2022) and Gibbs Green ward (1964-2002) 

 
2026  

l Victoria Brignall 

l Daryl Brown 

l Florian Chevoppe-Verdier 

 

2022  

l Daryl Brown 

l Florian Chevoppe-Verdier 

l Sally Taylor 

 

2018  

l Daryl Brown 

l Larry Culhane 

l Zara Quyyum 

 

2014   

l Daryl Brown 

l Larry Culhane 

l Ali Hashem 

 

2010   

l Daryl Brown 

l Georgie Cooney 

l Thomas Crofts 

 

2006  

l Caroline Ffiske 

l Sarah Gore 

l Lucy Gugen 

 

2002  

l Andrew Slaughter 

l Charlie Treloggan 

l David Williams 

 

1998  

l Andrew Slaughter 

l Charlie Treloggan 

 

1996B  

l Charlie Treloggan 

 

1994   

l Iain Coleman 

l Andrew Slaughter 

 

1990  

l Iain Coleman 

l Andrew Slaughter 

 

1986  

l Syed Kabir 

l Andrew Slaughter 

 

1982  

l Frances Kelly 

l Gordon Prentice 

 

1978   

l Frances Kelly 

l Geoff Taylor 

 

1974  

l Marie Louise Clarke 

l Frances Kelly 

l Adrian Norridge 

 

1971  

l Adrian Noridge 

l Harry Perlin 

l Phyllis Perlin 

 

1968  

l Cyril Arnold 

l Margaret James 

l George Patterson 

 

1964  

l Betty Boothroyd 

l Leslie Jones 

l Harry Perlin 


