
 

W e n d e l l   P a r k   w a r d 

 
Starch Green is one of the significant ward names in the 

history of Hammersmith.  

 

Nowadays, its a tiny open space at the junction of 

Goldhawk Road and Askew Road, but Starch Green was 

the acres of fields that the whole of Wendell Park ward 

covers - and a fair chunk of Coningham too. 

 

There was a Starch Green ward from the founding of 

Hammersmith Borough Council until 2002 though its 

boundaries ebbed and flowed - and today's Wendell Park 

is an exact replica of the Starch Green that existed from 

1978 to 2002. It is a square of land bounded by Askew 

Road, Goldhawk Road and Stamford Brook Road, the 

borough boundary with Hounslow and Ealing - what used 

to be a railway line, and then behind the southern terrace 

of houses in Valetta Road. 

 

It was the first ward in Hammersmith to elect a Labour 

councillor: William Davidson, in 1906 - perhaps 

surprisingly given that there were very much more 

deprived parts of the borough. It was often a very 

marginal ward, crucially electing two Tory councillors in 

1978, and one in 1982 when the council hung.  

 

Even in years when Labour won here more comfortably 

the ward typically swung away from them again the next 

election. But, like the borough as a whole, it began 

swinging away from the Conservatives in the 1990s and 

now looks a very secure Labour ward. 

 

This is more of an "in-between" part of the borough than 

any other. It's not quite Hammersmith and it's not quite 

Shepherds Bush, though most of it has a W12 postcode. 

Some of it is W3. The Stamford Brook Road (southern) 

end feels like Chiswick. The Worple Road (northern) end 

feels like Acton. Chunks of it developed long after the rest 

of Shepherds Bush in a more arts and crafts suburban 

style atypical of the wider borough. 

 

Starch Green/Wendell Park has leaned towards Labour to 

varying degrees depending on its precise boundaries since 

the mid 1930s; enticingly close enough for the 

Conservatives to fancy their chances - especially when 

the ward included the Ravenscourt Park area from 1964 

to 1978, but normally beyond their reach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although nothing can take away the fact that Starch 

Green returned Labour's first ever Hammersmith 

councillor he won with just 21% in 1906 and it was only a 

heavily divided field of candidates that enabled Cllr 

Davidson to win that single seat (out of six).   

 

After that success, Labour had to wait until 1919 to win 

here again (a full slate of six elected that year), then two 

seats in 1928, then all six again in 1934. After that it was 

Labour for thirty years until it split two Labour, one 

Conservative in 1964.  

 

The original Starch Green spread east across Askew Road 

as far as Coningham Road  - then the boundary with St 

Stephen's. It was this "Coningham" side of the road where 

Labour was stronger in the early years - not least because 

the side west of Askew Road had only been partially 

constructed: it stopped at the end of Bassein Park Road. 

Beyond was just the Green itself. 

 

A lot of this area went by different names, initially. Most 

of Rylett Crescent was Fortesque Road; Curwen Road 

was Orchard Road and Starfield Road was Station Road; 

St Elmo Road was Rankin Street and Wilton Road West. 

Askew Road was originally called Starch Green, then 

became Victoria Road but the Royal Mail - overwhelmed 

by the number of streets being named after the Queen - 

pressed for a change, and so it was renamed after the 

principal land-owning family in the area: the Askews. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Askew Road curves and bends not because it is askew but 

because it follows the twists and turns of a tributary of 

Stamford Brook - one of those rare lost London rivers that 

weren't turned into sewers by Bazalgette. This stream fed 

Starch Green pond at the foot of Askew Road which used 

to be in a roundabout at that slightly fraught junction 

where Askew, Goldhawk and Paddenswick Roads meet. 

The stream still feeds the lake in Ravenscourt Park with 

clean water.  

 

Askew Road became important as both the centre point 

of the community - especially for those appreciating a 

drink or two as there were multiple pubs along the road, 

but also as a delineation between different neighbour-

hoods envisioned by developers and land-owners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the east of Askew Road the area was being 

constructed as long streets of big houses, most of them 

converted into several flats - meeting the needs of a 

rapidly expanding capital city.  There was no open space 

planned in this neighbourhood: just a claustrophobic grid 

that packed residents in at a density that probably would 

not be permitted today. 

 

To the west, architects were more creative with the street 

plan: again, far more suburban in layout and to a much 

lower housing density. There's the arc of Becklow Road as 

it becomes Gayford Road where it meets Cobbold Road, 

the grand Ashchurch neighbourhood and a grid of streets 

that then stopped at Rylett Crescent - beyond nothing but 

meadows until the railway line that ran behind what is 

now Emlyn Road. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This was the field that was Starch Green. The green was 

used for drying laundry but the name predates the large-

scale laundering services that employed many of the 

wives of the brick-makers who populated the area. So the 

field did not derive its name from the use of starch in the 

laundering process; just as Eel Brook Common didn't 

derive its name from a brook full of eels. The name 

appears to be a derivation of Storkes Tenement. 

 

Even only half developed, this is clearly a different type of 

area; a mix of modest, more densely packed terraces in 

the north; and more grand villas in the south. And the 

reason it developed like that was that the south, just 

across from Ravenscourt Park, was more desirable and 

therefore attractive to the wealthy. Developers 

responded by building larger, more prestigious homes. 

 

The economics that buying undeveloped, outlying land 

was a far cheaper undertaking than in the populated inner 

neighbourhoods also led Hammersmith Council to buy up 

land for housing estates.  

There were three in this area: Emlyn Gardens, Kelmscott 

Gardens and Becklow Gardens, now on the Coningham 

side of the ward. Both these estates are in broadly the 

same style as the White City estate though nowhere near 

as large: long tenement blocks of five storeys. 

 

The Emlyn Gardens estate, occupying almost half of the 

western side of Emlyn Road provided homes for about 

270 families. But, just like White City, while building 

homes on the outskirts cost less, it also left residents 

isolated from their family and old community. 

 

Very little got spent on the estate once built, so it became 

run down to the extent that it was eventually renovated in 

1981 it cost over £14,000 per flat to fix the backlog.  

 

As Starch Green developed its electorate grew from 

2,608 in 1900 to 3,463 by 1912; 8,258 when the franchise 

was expanded after the First World War and nearly 

12,500 by 1945. 

 



 

At the boundary review in time for the 1949 elections, 

Starch Green got reduced to the area west of Askew 

Road. The new Coningham ward east of Askew Road was 

much more comfortably Labour than Starch Green from 

the start. Labour only edged the first election on these 

new boundaries 53-47%, though 1949 was not a great 

year for the party. They opened up a more comfortable 

lead in 1953: 58-42, but were hauled back again in 1956: 

46-39 with 11% for independents and 4% for a 

Communist. 

 

A new Starch Green was drawn when Hammersmith 

amalgamated with Fulham in 1964. All of the old ward 

was included but it extended south across Goldhawk 

Road, incorporating Ravenscourt Park down to the 

District Line. This added about 1,600 new voters from 

abolished Ravenscourt, which in 1962 voted 60-40 in 

favour of the Conservatives.  

 

As a result Starch Green became even more marginal, 

electing a Conservative alongside two Labour councillors. 

The Conservatives then won by a landslide in 1968, 

 

Labour regained it comfortably in 1971 and then clung on 

to it by their fingernails in 1974: Les Wicks winning his 

seat by 16 votes. 

 

Those 1964 boundary changes were reversed in 1978, 

returning the Ravenscourt Park area to a re-created 

Ravenscourt ward. Labour, whose idea this was, 

presumably thought this would make Starch Green safe 

for them again. But they were wrong. 

 

The Conservatives easily won Ravenscourt in 1978 but 

they also snatched Starch Green, 54-46. There were 

wards Labour missed by less: Eel Brook and Addison to 

name two, but this was the only Shepherds Bush ward to 

elect Conservative councillors. 

 

The 1982 contest, saw the Conservatives far more 

damaged by the debut of the SDP-Liberal Alliance than 

Labour. Labour lost nearly nine points of support but the 

Conservatives fell by sixteen. That was enough for Labour 

to recapture one of the seats but Pat Ward held on to the 

other by just 22 votes.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starch Green produced one of the Alliance's best results 

of that election, giving them a quarter of the vote - only 

ten points behind the tied Labour and Conservative 

parties.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labour won both seats in their landslide of 1986 pretty 

comfortably. There was almost no change in the Alliance 

share in third: this was a direct swing from Conservatives 

to Labour. Though no-one knew it then, this was the end 

of Conservative representation in Starch Green. 

 

One of the winning councillors, Janet Adegoke, was vice 

chair of the Emlyn Gardens Tenants Association. Janet 

became mayor of the borough in 1987 and the first 

woman of African origin to be elected mayor in the whole 

of the United Kingdom. But in the autumn of that year she 

died - apparently suddenly: she had been keeping a cancer 

diagnosis secret even from her family.  

 

This led to a December 1987 by-election, just six months 

after Labour had been badly beaten in the general 

election. The result was close: the Conservatives cut 

Labour's majority to just 58 as the Tory voters that 

switched to the Alliance in 1982 returned to the fold. 

Labour's vote was down just one point; the Conservatives 

rose twelve. 

 

In the 1990 election - the election that saw a considerable 

swing back to the Conservatives following the Rate Swaps 

scandal - the council ended up 28 Labour, 22 Tories. To 

get to 26 seats the Tories would have needed to win 

Grove and then Starch Green. But while seats in Fulham 

were falling to the Conservatives on big swings, in Starch 

Green the party managed to close the gap with Labour by 

6%. Labour held on by about 10%. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary results for Wendell Park ward 

 

 Con Lab LD Grn Oths 

1900 51.9  48.1   

1903 18.5 17.0 25.6  38.9 

1906 17.5 17.0   65.5 

1909  39.4   60.6 

1912 40.0 30.8   29.1 

1919 33.6 46.7 19.8   

1920B 51.0 49.0    

1921B  36.1   63.9 

1922  33.0   67.0 

1925  45.0   55.0 

1928  49.5   50.5 

1931  37.0   60.3 

1934  55.3   44.7 

1937  57.8   42.2 

1939B  55.0   45.0 

1945 24.2 61.6   14.2 

1949 47.4 52.6    

1953 41.8 58.2    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Con Lab LD Grn Oths 

1956 39.0 46.2   14.8 

1959 43.0 57.0    

1962 37.7 62.3    

1964 49.3 50.7    

1968 68.7 31.3    

1968B 61.0 39.0    

1971 46.1 53.9    

1974 42.6 45.4 12.0   

1978 53.6 46.4    

1982 37.6 37.6 24.9   

1986 29.6 46.4 24.0   

1987B 41.9 45.1 13.0   

1990 38.8 52.1 9.1   

1994 30.2 53.9 15.9   

1998 26.9 56.9 16.2   

2022 19.8 62.6 17.6   

2026 15.6 47.7 7.8 21.3 7.6 

 



 

From then on, Labour increased its Starch Green 

majorities substantially. The Conservative vote in the 

south of Starch Green hadn't faded but it was evidently no 

longer sufficient to keep them competitive. 

 

So, in the 2000 boundary review, the Tories proposed 

splitting Starch Green in half and putting that strong 

southern half into Ravenscourt ward. The boundary they 

persuaded the Commission to implement was dodgy from 

Labour's perspective and ingenious from the 

Conservatives. It carefully excluded Emlyn Gardens and 

Kelmscott Gardens. 

 

The key argument for warding this western side of 

Hammersmith in this way was that Askew Road was not a 

boundary but a hub for both sides of this neighbourhood, 

just as Ravenscourt Park was a hub for all the streets 

surrounding it; including the Starch Green side. 

 

Arguments over whether a road is a boundary or a focal 

point are the currency of these reviews, though of course 

they can be both. Askew Road does draw people living 

either side of it because of its shops, the library and bus 

routes. But it's also clearly a more consequential 

boundary - because it's a busy main road - than residential 

backstreets like Ashchurch Grove and Wendell Road.  

 

It was that argument, along with the area west of Askew 

Road being perfectly sized for a 2-councillor ward, that 

got Starch Green on its relatively square boundaries 

resurrected for a second time in the review prior to 2022. 

It was renamed Wendell Park: a more identifiable name. 

 

In the 1998 elections; the last before it was abolished, 

Starch Green voted Labour 57%, Conservative 27%. In 

2022 Wendell Park voted Labour 63%, Conservative 20%. 

The underlying swing from the Tories hadn't diminished 

and the ward was now indistinguishable from the other 

Labour Shepherds Bush strongholds. 

 

Labour lost fifteen points of support in 2026. Like the 

other W12 wards, the Greens polled strongly: 21% here, 

having not stood in 2022. But, essentially, no different to 

the periods when the Alliance and Lib Dems had polled 

well here. There is evidently a sizeable not-Labour, not-

Conservative vote in this neck of the woods.  

 

Labour's decline here was less than in surrounding wards 

and so the ward rose up the rankings within the Labour 

firmament: it's now the safest of the wards north of 

Goldhawk Road. The Conservatives fell too: down to 

barely 15%, while Reform won a paltry 7.6%. This ward is 

too close to the Chiswick firmament for Reform to thrive. 

 

 



 

Rollcall of Wendell Park ward councillors 
including Starch Green ward (1900-2002) 

 
2026  

l Rebecca Harvey 

l Asif Siddique 
 

2022  

l Rebecca Harvey 

l Asif Siddique 
 

1998  

l Julian Hillman 

l Greg Wilkinson 
 

1994   

l Tim Stanley 

l David Williams 
  

1990  

l Tim Stanley 

l David Williams 
 

1987B   

l Jane Sheehan 
 

1986  

l Janet Adeqoke 

l Tim Sedgwick-Jell 
 

1982  

l Leslie Jones 

l Patricia Ward 
 

1978   

l Eric Hutson 

l Patricia Ward 
 

1974  

l Leonard Freeman 

l Rosina Johnson 

l Leslie Wicks 
 

1971  

l Leonard Freeman 

l Rosina Johnson 

l Leslie Wicks 
 

1968B  

l Victor Dessimore 
 

1968   

l Patrick Perry 

l Myra Sexton 

l William Smith 
 

1964   

l Alan Breeze 

l John Collins 

l Maria Havelka 
 

1962  

l Leonard Freeman 

l Violet Grant 

l Edith Woods 
 

1959  

l Leonard Freeman 

l Fred Wiliams 

l Edith Woods 
 

1956   

l Leonard Freeman 

l Fred Williams 

l Edith Woods 

 

1953  

l Jack Cohen 

l Leonard Freeman 

l Edith Woods 
 

1949  

l Leonard Freeman 

l J. Hayes 

l Edith Woods 
 

1945  

l Edith Woods  

l J. Blenkin 

l J. Blennie  

l Percy Clelland 

l A. Maycock  

l Jack Pearce 
 

1939B 

l J. Smith 
 

1937  

l William Adams  

l P. Andrews  

l R. Bowen 

l Elizabeth Cox  

l Samuel Full  

l Alexander Maycock 
 

1934   

l William Adams  

l Percy Clelland  

l Elizabeth Cox 

l Samuel Full  

l Harold Howe  

l Gertrude Shand 
  

1931   

l Thomas Brunsden  

l Joseph Clark  

l Edward Morris 

l John Perry 

l Robert Twitchett  

l George Vine 
   

1928   

l Thomas Brunsden  

l James Gardner  

l Molly Gardner 

l Harry May  

l John Morton  

l Robert Twitchett 
 

1925  

l Thomas Brunsden  

l Harry May  

l John Morton 

l John Perry  

l Robert Twitchett  

l George Vine 

   

1922  

l Horace Durrant  

l Thomas Jones  

l Harry May 

l Edward Morris  

l John Morton  

l Robert Twitchett 
 

1919  

l Leonard Akehurst  

l William Booker 

l James Gardner 

l George Harris 

l George Thomas 

l Robert Twitchett 
 

1912  

l John Adams  

l William Branson 

l Ellis Davies 

l Francis Henning  

l John Herbert 

l Robert Safell 
  

1909  

l James Boyle  

l Albert Brooks  

l Thomas Davies 

l Thomas Hodgson  

l Harry May  

l Robert Wallace 
 

1906   

l James Boyle  

l William Davidson  

l Thomas Davies 

l Thomas Hodgson 

l Harry May  

l Robert Wallace 
 

1903  

l William Davidson  

l Ellis Davies   

l Herbert Hicks 

l Thomas Hodgson  

l Harry May  

l Arthur Norris 
 

1900  

l John Andrews 

l Charles Cramp   

l William Davidson 

l Ellis Davies   

l Thomas Hodgson   

l Arthur Norris 


