
 

C o n i n g h a m    w a r d 

 
Several of Hammersmith and Fulham's historical wards 

made a return in 2022, among them Coningham: the 

ward that covers almost all of the long, densely-

populated roads between Uxbridge Road and 

Goldhawk Road.   

 

Why the name Coningham? Coningham Road runs 

approximately through the middle of this area (though it 

didn't originally: it was the eastern end of the ward) and is 

also the largest of these streets with over 800 electors. 

And the reason the ward's called this, rather than say 

"Shepherds Bush West" is because the freeholder who 

owned most of the land on which it was built was Charles 

Coningham Tubbs. 

 

You'll struggle to find very much detailed history of any of 

the individual streets that form Coningham - and the main 

reason for that is that the area emerged almost overnight 

in development terms.  

 

A map of the area from around 1870 will show an area of 

farmland and brickfields with the stubs of one or two 

roads emerging from Uxbridge Road and Goldhawk Road, 

yet by 1893 the road grid anyone would recognise today 

had been built. Just twenty three years to transform this 

170 acres of Shepherds Bush. So, essentially, the history 

of any street in Coningham is the history of every street.  

 

Of course, things are a little more complex than that: 

many different builders developed the streets - indeed, 

many different builders often developed the same streets 

producing something of a patchwork of styles and sizes. 

And while there was no planned architectural framework 

there were the fads and fashions of builders and 

craftsmen at the time that limited the variety of outcomes 

and made the area relatively architecturally homogenous. 

 

The lack of a master plan for this area led to it being 

somewhat overwhelming: long residential street after 

long residential street hugely densely populated with no 

open space designed-in. This would have been especially 

oppressive were it not for the fact that the streets are 

very wide; far wider than you find in, for example, the 

Grove neighbourhood immediately to the south. In most 

of the Coningham streets you get parking on both sides 

AND enough space for two cars to pass without needing 

to give way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sense of space, which you also get in places like 

Islington, is added to by the buildings often being set back 

from the road; often with fairly sizeable front gardens or 

light wells for basement flats. But no public open space 

was planned into this street grid and so the area is just an 

endless urban grid of buildings. It wasn't until the Blitz 

forcibly redesigned some of the neighbourhood that 

Hammersmith Council was able to create Cathnor Park, 

right in the middle - just in front of the old borstal that 

became Stamford House secure unit. 

 

Coningham ward was one of the wards created in the 

aftermath of the Second World War, in the 1949 

boundary review.  It was carved wholly from the old 

Starch Green ward - that part of it east of Askew Road.  

 

Because the old six-councillor Starch Green ward was 

split cleanly in half it's easy to see how much better the 

half that became Coningham was compared to the Starch 

Green core. 1959 was a fairly poor election for Labour 

and they won Starch Green by roughly five points; and 

Coningham by roughly fifteen.  

 

Coningham would, in time, prove to be one of Labour's 

strongest wards, albeit one with a fairly volatile vote. The 

only time Labour lost here was in their 1968 disaster - and 

then by less than 170 votes. Had the ward existed in 2006 

they may well have lost again - to the Liberal Democrats - 

but we'll return to that assertion a bit later. 

 

This is a ward associated with long-serving councillors;  



 

Edith Woods (1949-1964) and before that for Starch 

Green), the sister of Edward Woods - the long-time 

Labour leader of Hammersmith council 

 

Jim Bull (1971-1990), a wonderfully cantankerous man so 

well known in the ward that he would canvass by walking 

down the middle of the street and shout out which 

households were Labour rather than actually bothering to 

ask them! 

 

Len Freeman (1949-1968), Mayor in 1967, who had a 

street on the redeveloped western end of the Clem Attlee 

estate named after him in 1999. 

 

Ethel "Ettie" Crawford (1971-1982) who stood for the 

council to do something for families, like her own, with 

disabled children - but who later resigned from the Labour 

group and was made Deputy Mayor during the first 

Conservative-Liberal coalition after Health Minister 

David Ennals was dismissive of her pleas for extra funding 

for services for the disabled. 

 

Christine Graham (1990-2002, and thereafter for Askew 

ward until 2006) who became deputy leader of the 

council, and Josie Wicks (similar tenure to Chris Graham), 

one of the more controversial councillors - her husband 

Les had served as a Coningham councillor briefly too. 

 

Lisa Homan and Rory Vaughan (2006-date), two of the 

ward's serving councillors who've both now notched up 

twenty years representing this part of Shepherd's Bush, 

with Lisa also having eight years' service as a councillor in 

Margravine before that. 

 

Though Coningham might not initially look like a strongly 

Labour ward due to the elegance of many of its Victorian 

houses and the spaciousness of its streets, there are three 

reasons why the party has more-or-less always been able 

to rely on it.  The first is the Becklow Gardens estate, just 

off Askew Road. This is an estate in broadly the same style 

as the White City estate. There is also the much newer 

Elgin Avenue housing association terrace, built on the 

former Stamford House secure unit grounds off 

Goldhawk Road. But Coningham actually has a slightly 

lower proportion of council and housing association 

properties than the wider borough. 

 

The second is that, while these long streets of grand three 

or four storey houses would have a higher likelihood of 

housing Conservative voters if they were all single 

dwellings, they are - in the large majority of cases sub-

divided into flats or homes in multiple occupation, and a 

fair few are either housing association or council let.  

 

The third reason is immigration. Coningham was - still is to 

an extent - the heart of the Irish population in Shepherd's 

Bush, though this has declined as the Good Friday 

Agreement established peace and the growing prosperity 

of Eire has encouraged many to return. Today, white Irish 

residents comprise about 3% of Coningham's population, 

down from over 6% in 2001.  Wave after wave of further 

immigration has ensured that 64% of those who live here 

are not white English. Somali, Irish, Australian, Polish and 

French are the main ethnic groups. This leads to a diverse, 

multicultural and churning ward; by which I mean a large 

number of residents with high mobility who do not stay in 

the area (or at least the same dwelling in the area) all that 

long. 

 

In the electoral review preceding the 1978 elections, 

Coningham expanded eastwards as far as the 

Hammersmith & City Line, making a logical ward of all of 

the streets between Uxbridge Road and Goldhawk Road, 

and between Askew Road and the tube line. This 

expansion accompanied the abolition of St Stephen's 

ward, which covered a broadly similar area to that of the 

current Shepherd's Bush Green ward. 

 

In part, this low turnout helps explain the volatility of the 

vote.  With so few voting, those who do cast their ballots 

have a greater impact on the result, so it only takes a 

relatively small change in the turnout of supporters of the 

minority party in a ward between elections to produce a 

much larger impact on the result than their underlying 

latency might suggest they have. 

 

By the 2000 review, Coningham had become the largest 

ward in the borough; far beyond the electoral quota for 

50 councillors. Labour proposed leaving Coningham 

unchanged because they were proposing five fewer 

councillors; enough to bring the ward to an acceptable 

electoral variance. The Conservatives, planning for a 51  

member council and keen to make nearby Ravenscourt as 

optimal a prospect for them as possible by adding the 

southern half of Starch Green to it, proposed a new 

Askew ward that reverted, more or less, to the old version 

of Coningham east of Askew Road but also added the 

wedge of Starch Green north of Wendell Park. 

 

The Conservatives managed to persuade the Commission 

that Askew Road was not a significant boundary in this 

area: that the road was a focal point of the community.   



 



 

As with many main roads in boroughs like Hammersmith 

and Fulham, Askew Road is both those things: a far more 

substantial boundary than the rear garden walls of 

Wendell Road, for example, but also the centre of the 

community in terms of shops, its library, its pubs and the 

local churches.  

 

The Conservatives were assisted in their argument 

because, at the Shepherd's Bush end of Coningham, 

Labour councillor Ivan Gibbons opposed his own party's 

proposal to split his White City and Shepherd's Bush ward 

into its constituent parts.  

 

By undermining his party's plan he made the Tory 

proposal more credible - and didn't end up keeping White 

City and Shepherd's Bush together anyway. So 

Coningham was abolished and Askew ward, plus a 

Shepherd's Bush Green ward with more than a passing 

resemblance to the old St Stephen's, was created.   

 

In its inaugural contest in 2002, Askew looked very much 

to be carrying on the traditions of Coningham. Although 

Labour's vote was down ten points on the Coningham 

outcome of 1998 this was not a swing to their main 

opponents: those ten points went to a Socialist Alliance 

candidate and independent left-winger Bert Showenberg, 

a GMB convenor at the council.  

 

But in 2006 Labour came perilously close to losing Askew. 

Their vote fell a further 13 points to well below 40% and 

the Conservatives and Lib Dems, surged to 27% and 35%. 

The Lib Dems had been encouraged to target Askew by 

three sets of second places (albeit distant ones) in 

Coningham plus their first go at Askew when they'd won 

18.5% without really trying.   

 

Having failed to win Ravenscourt Park in 2002, they had a 

relatively decent organisation in close proximity. And the 

unpopularity of both the Labour government and Ken 

Livingstone's plan, as London Mayor, to run a tram line 

along Uxbridge Road created an almost perfect storm for 

the party. 

 

A tram may not seem like the most outrageous 

proposition to cause scores of Labour voters to desert the 

party but look at a political map along the tram route and 

the political damage it did to the party in 2006 is 

remarkable, including playing a major part in costing 

Labour control of next door Ealing. It also played its part 

in helping the Conservatives win a seat off Labour in 

Shepherd's Bush Green. There were other factors of 

course: notably the Labour government's deep 

unpopularity, but the tram gave them a further kicking 

they could barely afford that year. 

 



 

Labour's Askew vote was actually a couple of points lower 

than it was in Shepherd's Bush Green, where they lost a 

seat. The reason for the different outcome there from 

here was, of course, the opposition vote was much more 

evenly divided in Askew whereas it coalesced behind the 

Tories in Shepherd's Bush Green.  

 

Had the Liberal Democrats been able to convince more 

voters who wanted to hurt Labour that they were the only 

ones who could "win here", that assertion would have 

become reality. But their bar charts - perhaps honest, for 

once - failed to convince. 

 

But Labour was only 28 votes from losing a seat in Askew, 

and they only held all three because the Labour 

candidates' votes were tightly bunched, whereas in 

Shepherd's Bush Green one lagged significantly behind 

the other two.  

 

Might the result have been worse if Coningham had 

existed back then? Maybe, because for the Tories to have 

won a seat in Shepherd's Bush Green they would have had 

to have polled well in the former Coningham parts of that 

ward around Lime Grove.  

At the very least the Coningham result would likely have 

tracked very close to that of Askew.   

 

With Livingstone gone and his tram plan with him in 2010, 

plus the far higher turnout caused by the council elections 

being held on the same day as the general election, Labour 

managed to open a more comfortable gap. But they still 

only polled an anaemic 44%.  

 

As in 2006, the Conservatives and Lib Dems again split 

the non Labour vote almost evenly. In 2014, with Labour 

back in opposition nationally and London starting to swing 

firmly in the party's direction things returned to a 

semblance of normal. The Lib Dem vote evaporated - 

almost entirely switching to the Green Party, who won an 

impressive 19% at a time they were barely showing up in 

the polls.  

 

But they were so weak organisationally that in 2018 they 

didn't even stand in Coningham: the Greens only fielded 

two candidates in the whole of Hammersmith and Fulham 

that year. But their vote didn't return to the Lib Dems: it 

went to Labour who won with a thumping 69%. 

 

The 2019 electoral review saw an almost exact rerun of 

the arguments each party had made at the last review; 

Labour proposing to recreate Coningham, with Askew 

Road back as a boundary; the Conservatives to retain 

Askew ward and Ravenscourt Park ward on almost 

unchanged lines.  This time the Boundary Commission 

went with Labour's plan. 

 

Because the population of this part of Shepherds Bush has 

grown rapidly (Askew ward was by far the largest ward at 

the point the review started just as Coningham had been 

nineteen years earlier) the Coningham boundaries of old 

would have put far too many voters in the ward. Hence 

the revised Coningham doesn't quite reach to the 

Hammersmith and City Line: it now stops before 

Devonport Road. 

 

The Green Party chose Coningham as its target ward in 

2022: the only place it fielded three candidates (including 

former Coningham Labour councillor Ben Simms). I 

mentioned above that the Greens are organisationally 

very weak in this borough - at least they were until 2026 - 

and that manifests in their lack of data on voters.   

 

In that absence they have to rely on previous election 

results and that 2014 vote share of 19% likely picked 

Coningham as their target.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The same thing happened in 2026 when they decided to 

target White City because of the 2022 result there rather 

than understanding that this was a ward they could come 

a strong second in but not win. 

 

Nonetheless, their 2022 choice of Coningham as their 

target made sense on the basis that they had performed 

fairly well in Coningham in the past, and there seems to be 

a latent anti-Labour vote that can, from time to time, be 

roused. 

 

Coningham was a bad choice because it's very challenging 

to campaign in. A lot of households are behind entryphone 

buzzers, there's that high population turnover, you need a 

lot of activists simply to canvass one street - Coningham 

Road, for example, has almost 800 voters, and there isn't 

really a ward-wide commonality that gives campaigners a 

big issue or two to major on. 

 

Nonetheless, the Greens won second place in 

Coningham's re-inaugural contest. Unlike in 2006 when 

the Labour candidates had all won broadly similar votes, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

there was a wide spread this time: Lisa Homan winning 

with 1,529 and Rory Vaughan taking 1,247. Part of the 

reason for this was that Homan, by fluke, was top of the 

ballot paper - though in some boroughs including this one 

there is also a habit for (presumably) some women voters 

only choosing to vote for women candidates. 

 

The same wide vote spread happened with the Greens 

too: their top candidate winning 531 votes and their third 

candidate just 347. This was by no means a close result: 

on aggregate Labour won 60% and the Greens 19%. 

 

Perhaps that's why the Greens chose to shift focus in 

2026 to White City. They had worked Coningham and 

managed 19% (no better than 2014 when they hadn't 

tried); whereas they'd got 16% in White City without 

putting in any effort. They also, of course, could not have 

predicted the Green surge that would follow their 

leadership election in September 2025 that would put 

boosters under their membership, their campaigning and 

their electoral appeal in Labour-held London.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of results for Coningham ward 
 

 Con Lab LD Grn Oths 

Coningham ward  

1949 40.0 55.4   4.6 

1953 32.3 67.7    

1955B 26.8 52.9 14.2  6.0 

1956 15.6 64.8   19.6 

1959 20.4 79.6    

1962 11.1 88.9    

1964 22.4 77.6    

1968 55.5 44.5    

1971 35.0 65.0    

1974 29.3 70.7    

1978 43.6 56.4   3.2 

1982 24.9 49.2 18.1  7.8 

1986 19.0 67.5 13.4   

1990 23.1 59.8   17.1 

1994 15.1 69.7 15.2   

1998 15.3 61.1 19.0  4.6 

Askew ward  

2002 18.5 51.9 18.5  11.1 

2006 26.9 38.6 34.6   

2010 27.0 44.0 29.0   

2014 20.5 51.3 7.3 19.4 1.5 

2018 17.7 69.2 13.1   

Coningham ward  

2022 12.9 60.1 7.3 19.7  

2026 11.3 44.8 6.0 28.4 9.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hindsight notwithstanding, they should either have stuck 

with Coningham in 2026 or gone after Shepherd's Bush 

Green. 

 

After a somewhat fraught campaign in which various 

election forecasting sites flagged that the Greens were 

getting close to winning Coningham, Labour held on again 

pretty easily, albeit losing about fourteen percentage 

points of support (nowhere near as bad as their thirty 

point loss in College Park and Old Oak, 27 point fall in 

Shepherds Bush Green or 24 point drop in Addison. 

Labour won with 45% and the Greens took 28%. The 

Conservatives won slightly less than 12%, Reform UK 

10% and the Lib Dems just 6%.  

 

That Green share was just one percentage point behind 

the vote they managed in White City which they'd tried to 

work mercilessly. Coningham was a better result for them 

because Labour's vote was seven points lower here than 

in White City.  

 

In fact the ward in which the Greens performed best 

wasn't anywhere near Shepherd's Bush: it was West 

Kensington. There they only stood one candidate (and 

that explains their good result there a little: a full slate 

would have pulled their mean vote lower). 

 



 

Nonetheless, Shepherd's Bush is clearly their best part of 

the borough. Across the five W12 wards, Labour polled 

46.5% (down 20) and the Greens 25.6% (up 19). In the rest 

of the borough the Greens polled 18% across the five 

Hammersmith wards and 12% in the ten Fulham wards. 

So, if the party ever wants to win seats in this borough 

their focus needs to be here.  

 

Labour has had lurches of support in Coningham - and 

Askew - since it was created, but their trend line is 

basically flat. The ward is slowly gentrifying - but 

gentrification no longer equates to improved 

Conservative prospects in much of London.  

 

2026 wasn't the first time they've failed to finish in the 

top two places in Coningham or Askew: they didn't in 

2022, 2010, 2006, 1998 and tied with the Lib Dems in 

2002 and 1994. That explains why, in 77 years of electoral 

history, they've only won Coningham once, and then only 

in their freak 1968 landslide. Nonetheless, the Tories 

have never been so distantly third here as they came in 

2026 - and it looks like this may well be a permanent 

failure in a ward they simply don't know how to appeal to. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rollcall of Coningham ward councillors 
including Askew ward (2002-2022) 

 
2026 

l Lisa Homan 

l Rowan Ree 

l Rory Vaughan 

 

2022 

l Lisa Homan 

l Rowan Ree 

l Rory Vaughan 

 

2022  

l Lisa Homan 

l Rowan Ree 

l Rory Vaughan 

 

2018  

l Lisa Homan 

l Rowan Ree 

l Rory Vaughan 

 
Askew ward 

 

2014   

l Lisa Homan 

l Caroline Needham 

l Rory Vaughan 

 

2010   

l Lisa Homan 

l Caroline Needham 

l Rory Vaughan 

 

2006  

l Gill Dickenson 

l Lisa Homan 

l Rory Vaughan 

 

2002  

l Christine Graham 

l Tim Stanley 

l Josie Wicks 

 

Coningham ward 

 

1998  

l Christine Graham 

l Tim Stanley 

l Josie Wicks 

 

1994   

l Christine Graham 

l Ben Simms 

l Josie Wicks 

 

1990  

l Samantha Elvin 

l Christine Graham 

l Josie Wicks 

 

1986  

l Jim Bull 

l Guy Rubin 

l Joseph Mirwitch 

 

1982  

l Jim Bull 

l Dan Filson 

l Joseph Mirwitch 

 

1978   

l Jim Bull 

l Ethel Crawford (Lab > Ind) 

l Leslie Wicks 

 

1974  

l Jim Bull 

l Ethel Crawford 

l Alan Martin 

 

1971  

l Jim Bull 

l Ethel Crawford 

l Alan Martin 

 

1968  

l Hugh Barker 

l Harry Hammond 

l Irene York 

 

1964  

l Ena Freeman 

l Leonard Freeman 

l Violet Grant 

 

1962  

l Leonard Freeman 

l Violet Grant 

l Edith Woods 

 

1959  

l Leonard Freeman 

l Fred Williams 

l Edith Woods 

 

1956   

l Leonard Freeman 

l Fred Williams 

l Edith Woods 

  

1955B  

l Dorothy Heaks 

 

1953  

l Jack Cohen 

l Leonard Freeman 

l Edith Woods 

 

1949  

l Leonard Freeman 

l John Hayes 

l Edith Woods 


