
 

A d d i s o n   w a r d 

 
Joseph Addison, the 18th-century essayist, founding 

Spectator journalist and MP, was firmly linked to 

Fulham and Hammersmith - and the wider Holland Park 

area. Across the borough boundary in Kensington are 

Addison Road, Addison Park Gardens and Addison 

Crescent. Just across Hammersmith Road from 

Olympia is Addison Bridge Place.  

 

Joseph Addison was also a regular visitor at Sandford 

Manor House in Fulham. And immediately south of 

Shepherd's Bush Green are Addison Gardens and the 

ward in this borough named after him. 

 

Addison is, essentially, Shepherd's Bush South. The ward 

since the 2022 council elections resembles the one that 

existed 20 years before, with two councillors. In the 

boundary changes it lost all the area it gained from Brook 

Green ward in 2002 - most notably Sinclair Road with its 

almost 1,000 voters - but reclaimed the small section by 

Goldhawk Road tube station and the bus depot that had 

been in Shepherd's Bush Green. 

 

Addison had - at least until 2022 - always been the 

borough's bellwether, falling to whichever party won the 

council in every election bar 1949.  Not only has Addison 

always fallen to the overall winner, it is a good measure of 

how well that winner fares borough-wide too: 

 

In the Conservative landslide of 1968 they won Addison 

by almost 1,000 votes. 

 

In 1978 and 1982 when the Tories won most seats but 

without an overall majority, they scraped in here by less 

than 50  votes. 

 

During 16 years of big Labour council wins from 1986-98, 

Labour held Addison by big majorities - but in their tight 

2002 win they retained it by just 26 votes. 

 

For the eight years the Conservatives controlled the 

council between 2006 and 2014, they easily held Addison. 

 

With a narrow Labour council majority of eight in 2014 

Addison returned to Labour - but they only beat the 

Tories by, again, 26 votes. 

 

With a landslide majority in 2018, Labour won Addison by 

about 18% - comfortable but by no means a landslide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 2010, 2014 and 2018 elections, not only did 

Addison choose the winning side; it was within 2% of the 

borough-wide margin for the winner.  

 

The ward's politics haven't always been quite so attuned 

though. Originally it was a fair bit more Conservative than 

the borough, becoming markedly less so after the high-

rise Charecroft council estate, along the southern edge of 

Shepherd's Bush Green, was built. Crossover came in 

1982 when the ward became slightly less Conservative 

than the borough; then significantly more inclined to 

Labour up until 2002.  

 

Addison was created in the boundary review preceding 

the 1949 elections, forged from the larger Brook Green 

and St Matthew's ward that covered the entire 

neighbourhood from Shepherd's Bush Green to 

Hammersmith Road. Brook Green and St Matthew's 

originally had nine councillors, slimmed down to six and 

only once - in 1945 - voted Labour.  

 

Alongside a smaller Brook Green and an Olympia ward, all 

three began life electing Conservative councillors but, 

Addison was always the most promising for Labour.  

 

The first incarnation of Addison was entirely east of 

Shepherd's Bush Road, from the green south to 

Bolingbroke Road and Dewhurst Road. What is today the 

western side of Addison: Sulgrave Road, Lena Gardens, 

the bus depot in Wells Road and Tesco (Osram Court: 

formerly the Osram light bulb factory) was part of Brook 

Green, with the rest in Olympia ward.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labour gained Addison (and Olympia) in 1953 and held 

onto them both, always by tight margins, until  

the old Hammersmith Borough Council was abolished. 

When Fulham and Hammersmith were amalgamated in 

1964 Addison gained everything west of Shepherd's Bush 

Road right down to Hammersmith Broadway to give it a 

slightly odd bowed shape. But this extra dollop of voters 

was worth a third councillor for the ward. 

 

This new territory did not prove especially good for the 

Conservatives for, despite a swing to the Tories in 1964, 

Labour won Addison by slightly more: just over ten 

percentage points. Despite the Labour win, the ward was 

still sixteen points more Conservative than the borough. 

 

A 19% swing handed Addison easily to the Conservatives 

in 1968 but that was an aberrant election and in 1971 a 

swing of almost equal magnitude retuned the ward to 

Labour by, again, just over ten points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Conservatives narrowed the gap somewhat in 1974 

and then, in 1976, a rare double by-election occurred. 

One of the Labour seats fell to Conservative Eleanor 

Belsham who, along with her husband Arthur, had won 

Addison in 1968. She would hold her seat for the next 

decade, if by knife-edge majorities: 58 in 1978 and 41 in 

1982. 

  

Minor boundary changes in 1978 again reduced Addison 

to a 2-councillor ward. By then the Charecroft estate was 

becoming occupied. This development probably 

prevented the Tories winning Addison more comfortably 

in 1978 and why, in 1982, Addison moved a little more 

towards Labour ward than the borough as a whole did. 

 

But then London started swinging rapidly and significantly 

to Labour. Addison was part of that trend and by 1994 the 

ward was 22 percentage points better for the party than 

the borough.  

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, new public housing helped Labour: the 

opening of the Tesco Superstore behind Little Brook 

Green with the Osram Court housing association flats 

above it. But that alone does not explain why the ward 

turned its back on the Conservatives - more than, say, 

Grove or any Fulham ward in those high-water years. 

 

But Labour's supremacy did not last. In 2002 and 2006 

Addison swung to the Conservatives, tracking very close 

to the borough norm but still slightly Labour-leaning. 

 

Part of that was down to the 2002 boundary changes 

which made the enlarged ward more Conservative than 

its predecessor. But there was a hefty swing to the Tories 

on top. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it about Addison that makes it more "swingy" 

than other Hammersmith and Fulham wards? 

 

A large part must be due to the high proportion of private 

renters here, not just in Addison but in the whole W14 

section of the borough: Addison, Brook Green, Avonmore 

and West Kensington. 42% of Addison residents rent 

privately.  

 

Private tenants have two characteristics of relevance 

here. They are highly mobile, partly by choice, partly 

because they tend to hold relatively short leases on their 

homes and so move in and out of the ward in significant 

proportions.  

 



 

Hence Addison can be more politically volatile than a 

ward with a relatively stable electorate. It's harder for 

politicians to build a personal vote because incomers 

know nothing of the politics of the ward or their 

councillors' record. But because this is Shepherd's Bush 

it's also relatively more affordable than either the wider 

W14 or Hammersmith neighbourhoods. 

 

Second, because so large a share of their income goes on 

rent, these voters feel an acute part of the "cost of living 

crisis" generation - which means they are more open to a 

"retail offer"  and have less political loyalty to any party. 

 

After the 2008 financial crisis, presided over by Labour, 

crushed the housing market many will have been 

attracted to the pitch made by liberal Conservative leader 

David Cameron and George Osborne. After the pandemic 

they soured on the chaotic Conservative government and 

surged behind Labour. And, while plenty sloughed off to 

the Greens in 2026, they're basically still aligned with 

Labour; definitely not being won back by the 

Conservatives. 

 

In some ways, Addison is the Shepherds Bush equivalent 

of Fulham Town: it has large townhouses, grand 

Edwardian terraces and imposing mansion blocks typical 

in that Conservative Fulham ward.  It continues - to use 

that horrible sociological phrase - to "gentrify".  

 

Over the past two decades the number of council tenants 

has fallen markedly and the shops along Shepherds Bush 

Road have started catering for a market with more 

disposable income. Fewer convenience stores specialising 

in international phone cards; more cafes and restaurants 

of the wide diversity you'd expect in this neck of the 

woods. This isn't remotely Fulham Road - yet - but 

compared to how it was twenty, thirty years ago it's 

unrecognisable. 

 

It has streets - like Sinclair Gardens - that carry over the 

Palladian style of Holland Park and Earls Court: four-

storey houses with basements and porticoed entrances. It 

has terraces in Addison Gardens that, if a Fulham resident 

found themselves there, might assume they were in SW6. 

But also ranks of streets full of four-storey homes with 

basements: an archeype Fulham does not have in 

abundance. And, running through the middle, Richmond 

Way with its strip of cafes. 

 

Let's not get too carried away with the comparison 

between Fulham and Addison, because whereas in 

Fulham Town many of these big houses are single 

properties owned outright, in Addison more are 

subdivided and privately rented. There has been a trend 

of converting multi-occupancy houses into single 

dwellings but these big houses remain largely divided.  

Summary of results for Addison ward 

 

 Con Lab LD Grn Oths 

1949 52.6 41.4   6.0 

1953 45.4 54.6    

1956 41.8 50.4 7.8   

1959 39.9 50.6   9.5 

1962 41.4 51.7   6.9 

1964 40.9 52.9   6.2 

1968 60.7 34.5 4.8   

1971 44.3 55.7    

1974 46.3 53.7    

1976 By 45.6 46.2 8.2   

1978 50.0 45.3    

1982 33.7 32.7 17.0  16.6 

1986 30.3 55.6 10.3  3.7 

1990 34.6 55.7  9.6  

1992 By 37.0 56.9 4.4 1.7  

1994 23.0 59.2 12.3 5.5  

1998 25.0 57.4 17.6   

2002 40.5 44.2 15.3   

2006 42.5 30.3 10.4 14.8 2.0 

2010 39.5 29.2 19.5 11.8  

2014 41.8 44.5 13.7   

2018 30.1 51.0 8.2 9.2 1.5 

2022 14.9 70.4 14.7   

2026 16.3 46.2 8.6 18.8 10.1 

 

 

There remain plenty of bedsits and hostels, especially 

along Shepherds Bush Road. 

 

It is the northern end of Addison that has experienced the 

most transformation. Until the late 1960s, the south side 

of Shepherds Bush Green was much like the north: a 

parade of shops with flats above them and a small cluster 

of terraced streets behind: Roseford Gardens, Roseford 

Terrace, Shepherd's Gardens and Richmond Gardens.   

 

This area was divided from the rest of Addison by the loop 

of the Kensington and Richmond railway that connected 

what is now the Hammersmith and City Line to the West 

London Line. In the trench through which that railway line 

ran stand the bus garage in Wells Road, Sulgrave Gardens, 

the Grampians, The Shepherds Building (Minford House), 

Rockley Court and the K-West Hotel. If you stand on the 

Addison Gardens bridge over the West London Line you 

can still see where the loop joined: the triangular 

Woodstock Studios building marks the fork in the line. 

 

Art Deco The Grampians on Shepherds Bush Road hit the 

headlines in the 1970s when its owners went bankrupt 

and the administrators ceased letting flats with a view to 

selling  the  entire  site.  Over  three  years,  40  flats  in  the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

175-apartment block became void, it became dilapidated, 

a squatters' rights group attempted to occupy it and the 

then Labour council looked seriously at purchasing it. In 

the end a private buyer was found and the Grampians 

remains privately owned and managed. 

 

But it was the fate of the south side of Shepherd's Bush 

Green that made the largest impact. This triangle of land 

between the green and the railway was owned by the 

Campden Commissioners who, in the mid-1960s, entered 

into a joint venture with Parway Investments, the council 

and the GLC to build a shopping centre, multi-storey car 

park and two 20-storey council tower blocks: Shepherds 

and Bush Courts, above it.  

 

Shopping malls of this type were the epitome of "modern" 

in the 1960s following the opening of Arndale centres 

around the country. Wandsworth's Arndale was, at the 

time, the largest shopping centre in Europe and followed a 

similar - fairly disastrous - model of a mall with a huge, 

troubled, council estate towering above it.  

Two later towers, Roseford and Woodford Courts, to the 

west of the shopping centre, followed.   

 

Like many large council estate in the 1960s and 1970s, 

the Charecroft estate suffered shocking problems of 

vandalism, lift breakdown and poor amenities. 

 

This went beyond simple indifference by the council - 

though perhaps councils were so preoccupied with the 

building  of new  homes that  insufficient attention to their 

maintenance and the well-being of their tenants once 

built was paid. 

 

Local news reports from the time document efforts by 

councillors and housing staff to fix the problems,but the 

tide of vandalism and poor engineering seemed 



 

overwhelming in that era. As John Boughton, the author 

of the Municipal Dreams blog wrote: 

 

"This was a period – for reasons I’ve never seen 

convincingly explained – when antisocial behaviour 

spiked (football hooliganism was another manifestation of 

the same malaise). In housing terms, the obvious target of 

blame to many seemed to be the design of the new multi-

storey, modernist estates – their lack of 'defensible space’ 

and ‘natural surveillance’ in the jargon of the time and the 

design features – decks and stairways – held to facilitate 

crime." 

 

The Charecroft is a happier estate today though not 

without problems - for example, a flat fire a few months 

after the Grenfell tragedy raised concerns about the 

cladding of the blocks, though this estate's was 

completely different to Grenfell Tower's.   

 

This is still not an affluent estate and amenities for 

children are nowhere near as good as they should be. But 

there is far less crime, in part because the council 

eventually found vandal-proof CCTV and security doors,  

but also because that crazed wave of vandalism, so 

prevalent for a time, faded away. 

 

The W12 shopping centre beneath the estate has 

struggled, in no small part because of the opening of 

Westfield just to the north which dwarves its older 

neighbour. But W12 has found a niche with shops catering 

to the residents living above and around it. 

 

The Charecroft estate and Osram Court are not the only 

sources of votes for Labour from public housing. There is 

Sulgrave Gardens, built in the basin the railway line used 

to run through. This was recently added to by an Octavia 

Hill Housing Association development next door. 

 

Between Minford and Westwick Gardens there is the 

Charcroft estate - a small, low rise tenement estate long 

council block in Netherwood Road and the council and 

housing associations own several properties in places like 

Lakeside Road, with its unusual white brick town-houses 

and wrought iron light stands at the top of the staircases 

to the basements.   

 

The 1978-1986 Conservative-led council attempted to 

sell off the basement flats (they came with the rear 

gardens of the buildings) in Lakeside Road but most of the 

sales were halted when Labour won in 1986. The 

campaign to stop the Lakeside Road sell-offs was an early 

example of a community, led by an influential Residents 

Association, organising politically around a single issue 

and taking their fight to the politicians. And winning. 

 

Addison also has a claim to a part in national political 

folklore. One of Addison's (and thereafter Olympia's) 

councillors in the 1950s was Harry Solomons. In 1964 

Solomons became MP for Kingston-Upon-Hull North but 

his was a very short tenure: he collapsed in the House of 

Commons, and later died, in 1966. It was Labour's 

performance in the ensuing Hull North by-election that 

encouraged Harold Wilson to call the 1966 general 

election, which resulted in a Labour landslide.  

 

Solomons was not the only Member of Parliament 

Addison has produced: Bridget Prentice served as a 

Lewisham MP for considerably longer having represented 

this ward from 1986 to 1992. 

 

Addison also drew some local media attention in 1962 

when Spencer Ward, a black candidate, was selected by 

Labour. Despite the speculation of the news headline 

reproduced on page 52 at that time this was a somewhat 

risky selection in a marginal ward. But Ward held Addison  

in both the last election for the old Hammersmith 

Metropolitan Borough and the first for the new London 

Borough of Hammersmith two years later. 

 

In electoral terms marginal wards tend to fall into just two 

types. There are wards that can swing substantially, and 

wards where voters are much more entrenched in their 

political allegiances - for example a ward with perhaps a 

large council estate and a similarly sized affluent area 

competing. In these wards who wins depends more on 

which party is better at getting its vote out than the 

national political environment.  Addison is very clearly in 

the former type: a swing marginal, for reasons discussed 

earlier. 

 

In 2022 Addison's bellwether status came into question, 

in part because of that status as a swing marginal. The 

ward swung to Labour by 17% if comparing that year with 

the different boundaries of 2018 or some 13% if you use 

the notional 2018 result. That was the largest movement 

to Labour of any ward and it made Addison the second 

safest ward in the borough. Labour polled 70% - their best 

share prior to this was 59% in 1994.   

 

But in 2026 Labour did a lot worse, dropping 24 points to 

46%; much more in line with historic norms. Yet the 

Conservatives barely benefited from that huge slide: they 

gained just 1.4% to end up with a still woeful 16%. Instead, 

the Greens - who had never contested the ward - won 

19% and Reform UK won 10%.   

 

This was not a Green target but the party did some work 

here, judging that the ward may be open to their demands 

for the council to divest its pension funds from 

investments in businesses with links to Israel.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The big population of young, left-leaning private renters 

also made Addison a ward with considerable potential for 

the party. 

 

Because the Conservative vote didn't budge, that big 

Labour slide still left them with a substantial majority of 

around 30% - less daunting than the 55% lead of 2022 but 

still not exactly competitive. Even less so given they 

finished behind the Greens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until the Conservatives can put Addison back in play they 

cannot win Hammersmith and Fulham - so in that sense it 

is still a bellwether.  

 

But it also shows how deep the hole the party is in, with 

Labour winning three votes for every one that went Tory. 

That is a huge gap to close and it almost certainly can't be 

done whilst Reform are winning 200 votes in Addison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Rollcall of Addison ward councillors 

 
2026  

l Jacolyn Daly  

l Ross Melton  

  

2022  

l Jacolyn Daly  

l Ross Melton  

  

2018  

l Adam Connell  

l Sue Fennimore  

l Rachel Leighton  

 

2014   

l Adam Connell  

l Belinda Donovan  

l Sue Fennimore  

 

2010   

l Alex Chalk  

l Belinda Donovan  

l Peter Tobias  

 

2006  

l Helen Binmore  

l Belinda Donovan  

l Peter Tobias  

 

2002  

l Siobhan Coughlan  

l Ghassan Karian  

l Melanie Smallman  

 

1998  

l Siobhan Coughlan  

l Ghassan Karian  

  

1994   

l Jacqueline Abbott  

l Jane Hackworth-Young  

 

1992B  

l Jane Hackworth-Young  

 

1990  

l Jeff Kenner  

l Bridget Prentice  

 

1986  

l Jeff Kenner  

l Bridget Prentice  

 

1982  

l Eleanor Belsham  

l Simon Chase  

 

1978   

l Eleanor Belsham  

l Simon Chase  

 

1976B  

l Eleanor Belsham  

l Eddie Cunningham  

 

1974  

l Christine Hammond  

l Louis Hanscombe  

l Phyllis Perlin  

 

1971  

l Mildred  Bamford  

l Liam O'Neill  

l Leonard Stanley  

 

1968  

l Arthur Belsham  

l Eleanor Belsham  

l Douglas Ward  

 

1964  

l Charles Parsons  

l Ben Sawbridge  

l Spencer Ward  

 

1962  

l Eric Gosling  

l Charles Parsons  

l Spencer Ward  

 

1959  

l Eric Gosling  

l Charles Parsons  

l Harry Solomans  

 

1956   

l Eric Gosling  

l Robert Oak  

l Harry Solomans  

 

1953  

l J. Brady  

l Harry Solomans  

l M. Wakeman  

 

1949  

l J. Giles  

l J. Leach  

l E. Webb 


