GAZETTE AND POST Thursday, January 15, 1976

Council denies claims
0f boundary fiddiing

council meeting, he hit
back at Liberal Councill-
or Simon Knott who had
accused h'm. of “blatant
gerrymandering”.

“This public attack sinks to a
new low even for Mr. Knott,”
he said.

Mr. Ing denied that the shock
decision of the majority Labour

to throw out
or two-member in fav-
our of three-member wards was
i:l any way politically motivat-

“I have been accused of try-
ing to completely change the
ward structure. In fact, in the

said that the three-member
ward system had been chosen
because the two-member
scheme involved unnatural

boundaries and the division of

natural communities.

Opposition members were
unconvinced by the explana-

on the

Clir. Knott told
that a public inquiry was now
inevitable. “It is insane to have
the boundaries settied by the
s.i‘.mq!omy group in private,” he

Clir. Bill Smith complained
that part of his ward, Brook
“shovelled”

the majority

The rcfaed m.d been
passed by a council sub-
committee following a Boun-
dary Commission order. The
re-organisation will mean ten
councillors will have to be axed
to meet the commission’s mini-
mum requirement of 50 mem-
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Map of wards: 1978-1994
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